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COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 


Meeting: Friday January 15th 
liembers night. Slides of excursions 
vel cn J 
Excursion: Campout at Licola 22-25th January 


Further information ring 
J.Wall 74 8117 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP. 


Meeting Monday February lst. 
Entrance to Moe Pondage 10.00am. 
Old Melbourne Road (near roundabout: 


LLL LOLOL COL LT LOE 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH. 
Action Days 3rd Sunday of the month 
contact J.Brooks (056) 231563 


ne nn enema ee ee ead 
Friends of MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 


lieeting . 2nd sunday of the month 
Contact Gail 221478 
Yvonne 222597 
Cr 
A.C.F. LOCAL GROUP. 


Meeting 2nd Wednesday of the month 
Legal Aid Office 
Morwell. 
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HAWAII'S BIRDS 


During our recent trip to U.S.A. and Canada, we stopped over at 
Oahu Island in the Hawaiin Islands and learned some interesting facts 
about the birds of the region. 

__ On closer observation and by reading a delightful little book 
“Hawaii's Birds” we learnt these interesting and alarming facts." 


The islands..appear to have had about 110 kinds of endemic, birds 
before the Polynesian people arrived; by the time white men arrived 
the number had. been reduced to about 70; the number has now been 
reduced to 47 and nearly 60% of these are classed as. endangered. 


The story of the archipeligo is all too familiar: agricultural 
activities demanding more land, wet lands being drained or filled, 
pollution: destroying habitats or the food chain, introduced birds 
farm beasts and rodents upsetting the ecology: The, immigrants have . 
also, brought a range of parasites and diseases which have scourged:. 
the endemic species. es BEE 


Hawaii now probably has only six endemic water birds which try to 
breed in the reduced wet lands; as a result, five are now classed 
as threatened. Some 120 species of migratory birds have been . 
observed on the beaches and out-lying islands and about two dozen 
Species breed there. it sa 
28In addition about a dozen game and non-game birds which have been 
introduced, are thought to be breeding successfully in the bush. 
Also a similar number of cage escapees have been sighted. 


“The finch;-family have had spectacular evolutionary success by 
developing into more than 50 species and sub-species: the principal 
developments. being, in. the shape of the beak to suit different foods 
available, i.e., nectar, insects and seeds etc., Changes in colour 
and size have also taken place. 


We did not have the opportunity te-.go into the rural areas, but 
around: the cities and beaches wé observed the following:-.' zs 


White feral w»ijeons | 


Common Myna +  Acridotheres tristis 
ifs 2 COZ COPSEREST LEVER ELS: 
Zebra Dove ) Geopeiia striata ; 
' Spee SEAS : 
Spotted Dove ore proper ta chinensis 


, House Sparrow’: -" 
House Finch’ | - 
Chestnut Mannikin . _ cas eee ) = 
Grey~backed Tern _ Sterna lunata Py ot 
The Hawaii Audubon Society is actively seeking to protect the 

native wildlife by conducting meetings, publishing magazines and 
organizing field trips: further information may be gained by writing 
<o:- The Secretary, Hawaii Audubon Scciety, P.0.Box 22832, Honolulu, 
Hawaii 96822. ; : 
Bibliographic notes?- 
“1, Hawaii's Birds. 3rd edition, edited: by R.J, Shallenberger 
. ey ei 2 Honolulu, 
Hawaii Audubon Society 1984. 


Florence & Jim Blucher. 
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MORWELL NATIONAL PARK F.N. EXCURSION 26th SEPTEMBER em Olike 


It was one of the warmest, sunniest days of spring. when approxim 
ately 35 Naturalists met at 10.00am . at the Morwell National Park 
for the club excursion on 26/9/87. 


After enjoying a sociable morning cuppa we gathered around the 
Park. Ranger Ian Roach. Ian was regretful that due to another commit- 
ment he was unable to accompany us on our walk, but he proceeded to 
bring us up to date on Park events. 


He informed us that the Friends of the Morwell National Park had 
enjoyed an outing along Stringy Bark track where they succeeded in 
finding the site of the old Saw Mill. Not many signs are left now, 
merely a couple of old posts with nails and a few old logs used for 
the rail trolley. 


The Friends have also completed their third Koala survey. 
the number of Koalas sighted were 18, 10 and17 respectively. of these 
6 were seen in foster's Gully on every survey. the Friends are hoping 
in the long term to establish whether the population is healthy. there 
was no information on the Koalas within the Park before the survey 
began. 

The Friends are also doing some work on the Butterfly Orchid - 
Sarcochilus australis.for again there is not much information on the 
‘Park files. The group has mapped the individual plants in five sect- 
ions and hope to establish whether the orchid population also is 
healthy. 


Spotlight walks have been suscessful with sightings made of 
Koalas, Ring-tailed Possums, Greater Gliders, one Mountain Possum and 
one sugar glider. the Common Brush-tailed appears to be the least 
easily observable of the possums. 


Stray dogs continue to be a problem. Some found within the Park 
had travelled over 3 kilometres from their home. 


After Ian had been thanked and made his departure our members set 
off to discover what the Stringy Bark track, already familiar to most 
of us, might produce on this day of spring. It proved to be rather dry, 
but still lovely with manyof the wattles wearing their mantles of gold 
in the main, Varnish - Acacia verniciflua and Straight - A.stricta. 


Orchids found in bloom were Musky Caladenias - Caladenia 
angustata, Maroonhoods -Pterostylis pedunculata, Alpine Greenhoods 
P.alpina, Tall Greenhoods P.longifolia, and Common Bird Orchids - 
Chiloglottis gunnii. The botanists were interested to find the turnip-~ 
wood - Rapanea howittiana coming into fruit. 


Fauna was seen in the shape of 2 Koalas, 3 Echidnas (all ina 
group) and 4 Lizards. Much interest was taken in two of the latter 
(possibly skinks) found sunning themselves in the entrance to a hollow 
log, allowing the photographers to teke advantage of the picture made 
by one small lizard drowsing on the back of the larger one. 


Birds were active mainly along the creek and their calls were a 
delight. In a Pittosporum beside the track a pair of Eastern Yellow 
Robins were being kept busy visiting their lichen decorated nest to 
feed two hungrily demanding chicks. 


We returned to the carpark where the Gdinson rosellas are now so 
tame that they will eat from one's hand. We enjoyed their company 
throughout our own meal. 

Contd...pp 3 
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MORWELL NATIONAL PARK EXCURSION. contd... 


“After lunch and. a rest a few valiant members. walked the Foster's 


Gully circuit. One member who shall remain nameless was instead 
seduced by a combination of the warm day, the car radio and the footie 
Grand Final. Out of the thirty or more:nosellas that granted us their. 
company at the car park, will we ever again recognise the two cheek- 
iest who somehow came to be christened Carlton anf Hawthorn ? 


--Some of us were content to walk with the others for a.short dist- 
ance > along foster's Gully track and then wander back at leisure: . 


ALL in alla warm, happy, relaxing day in a National : Ears renowned 
for its peancat li tye He Weed 


June Lubcke. 


pen 


“VECTORTAN GOVERNMENT RAINFOREST POLICY. DOCUMENT. 


On ‘the 3rd. of December we attended the launching ofthe : release” 
of the’ " Victorian Government Rainforest Policy Document." ©)» 


On the bus park a large marquee had been erected to accommadate 
the. ‘invited guests. The opening was attended by Mrs Joan Kirner and 
other ‘officials, and various interested groups. Mention was.made of 
the- “piece “of land between Bulga and Tarra Valley park and was given 
by A.P.M. in exchange. for a piece of crowm land in another area, thus. 
making it possible to link the two ee Mrs Kirner then went on to 5 
define a rainforest :- xe 


" Rainforest is defined. ecologically as closed broadleaved forest 
vegetation with a more or less continuous rainforest tree canopy Ora 
variable height, and with a characteristic gomposs tien of especies 
and life. forms. 


Rainforest canopy species are defined as shade tolerant Spocest 
of trees which are able to-regenerate below an undisturbed canopy; 
or in small canopy gaps resulting from locally recurring’ minor ‘dist- 
urbances, such as isolated windthrow or lightning strike, which are 
part of the rainforest, ecosystems. \Siich species are not depen on 
fire for their regeneration. " 


A management plan is being drawn up for the park. 


We then went for a short walk with the minister Joan Sarre the park 
and came’ back for a delightful . lunch. sb 


This ‘is the, Gee launching the Club has-been invited to attend 
ag A month. io ae eee 


Quotation ion Beroneee - taken from "Victoria! 's , Rainforest" an 
OV CENALEY by fonservatten REFNO and Land. Sie Aetne gett ts a 


yt 


6 38h ie ee ee ae a ae 
fie ho, book satus toe 2m 


wis ites CS AAT ne aia Sty eee at ke wel ye rv at & 
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EXCURSION TO THE PROPOSED BUNURONG MARINE PARK. 


Once again we were fortunate to have a beautiful day for our 
excursion to the Bunurong Marine area on 27th November 19877 


The car loads of people met at the new Tourist Information Complex 
at Inverloch. This complex is comprised of an Environment Centre, a 
Shell Museum which also handles Tourist Information, a:toilet block 
and a car park. The Erivironment Centre is rented from the Shire of 
Woorayl by the South gippsland conservation society: The Society 
manages and staffs it by voluntary labour and is‘supported financ+ 
ially by sales over the counter, donations and somé fund raising. 
When our members has satisfied their needs we proceeded to the cars 
and followed Graeme and Margaret Rowe to Twin Reefs. 


The proposed Reserve will extend along Bass»Strait from coal Point 
past Cape Patterson to Wreck Creek near Inverloch; a distance of 
about 17 km. The Reserve extends 1lkm seawards from the mean high water 
mark. The zoning of the Reserve and the activities to be allowed in 
different parts cf the reserve are still being discussed. The proposal 
set out in the pamphlet suggests that the most protected area will 
extend from the Oaks to east of Eagles-Nest, a distance of about 
4km, and this is. to be.proclaimed the Conservation zone. In this prot- 
ected area nothing is to be removed from the beach, the sea or the 
rockpools. On either side of the protected area is a Recreation 
Zone where it is proposed that angling and spearfishing, for pelagic 
fish but not reef ‘fish, will be allowed. Crayfish and abalone may 
also be taken hére with the usual restrictions applying. 


At Twin Reefsy::some members went out to the edge of the reef and 
were delighted to observe and photograph various types of starfish 
(7 different species including a very large Coscinasterias ‘calamaria, 
a large brittle star ( Ophionereis schayeri) and a dainty feather 
star. Members saw hairy stone crabs (Lomis hirta), a sea centipede 
(Euidotea bakeri), several elephant snails (Scutus antipodes), a 
peanut worm (Phascolosoma sp-) and, an unusual sight a few small 
abalone (Haliotis ruber). Those who ventured to the outer western 
edge of the rockplatform, where the rocks are often pounded by the 
surf, saw giant rock barnacles (Megabalanus nigrescens), surf barn- 
acles (Catomerus —polymerus), the red waratah sea anemone (Actinia 
tenebrosa) and oases Poneroplax.Members who searched closer to 
the beach found a sea tul’p(pyura pachydermatina), numerous chitons 
(ischnoradsia australis) of varying sizes and the usual swimming 
anemone (Bphlyctenactis tuberosa). these were but a few of the many 
interesting sea creatures which delighted:us. The tide began to turn 
so we wended our way back to the car park for lunch. There we enjoyed 
the vista before us as we sat on the cliff top looking out to sea. 


We continued on to Eagles Nest carpark and visited the inter- 
tidal rockplatform where we could see peculiar and oddly shaped rock 
formations. This platform and rock face mainly consists of sandstone 
and mudstone with. some conglomerate. Pieces of coal and fossilised 
wood, pieces of harder ironstone and sections of honeycomb weather-~ 
ingadded interest to the rocks. Ancient fossils of the huge dinosaur 
Allosaurus, have been found along this coastline. We noticed that 
Eagles Nest is weathering; it is weathering to the extent that one 
day it will collapse and will be lost. It was on this platform that 


we saw hundreds of periwinkles (Melarapha unifasciata) which only 
appear above the high water mark. t was the end of a perfect day. 
We thanked Margaret for her guidance and left for home. 


Pex Walls 
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RE TE See ee Ee TY Oe 
BUNURONG MARINE RESERVE. 


Several members travelled to Eagle's Nest to attend the launching 
by Ms. Kirner, Minister for Conservation Forests and Lands, of the i! 
proposal for a Marine Reserve at Bunurong. It is proposed that the 
reserve should extend from Caal Point to the mouth of Wreck Creek, 
Capp.17km) and. from the highwater line for 1 km seaward. Approximately 
2/3 of the area will be Recreation Zone and the centre 1/3 will be a 
Conservation. Zone. Unfortunately the weather was extremely windy so 

Ms Kirner.and other visitors were not able to really appreciate the 
beauty and interest of thé area. 


Several speakers stressed the importance of conserving the marine 
life of the area, while some members of the public were not in favour 
of the project including a small, short demonstration with placards. 

Ms Kirner emphasised the importance of public participation so that 

the public interest may be assessed. she asked that the pamphlets — 
published on the proposed park be read and the relevant section filled 
in and forwarded to the address shown. 


_ 4s there is opposition from some fisherman and the sewerage auth- 
Ority it is important that members of our Club take this opportunity 
to express their opinions on this matter. | 


: REQUEST FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 


eres ast yj 
: The Ministry of Conservation, Forests and Lands is seeking public. 
input concerning the plans for the Bunurong Reserve before drawing 
up final plans. It is important that we give our support to the Reserve 
others are lobbying against it. The proposed management plan is, in 
most ways, a sound one and is well worth supporting. ! rh os 


We do not want to see a weakening of the proposal when final 
Plans are drawn ‘up. It is important thet the Conservation zone should 
be at least as large as that suggested in the proposed plan in the 
Pamphlet and that the degree of propection provided in the Reserve 


Should be at least as good as that suggested in the pamphlet. 


. » Members of conservation groups in south gippsland are unhappy 
with spearfishing (even for selected species only) being permitted 
in the Recreation Zone. Spearguns are dangerous to the public and t 
their Presence encourages an attitude incompatible with the longterm 
objectives of the Reserve. In the hands of inexperienced, careless or 


Over enthusiastic diver, a speargun can bring: a lot of destruction to 
the marine life. ay uF Foy, 


Information pamphlets and booklets about the proposed reserve _ we 
are available from the offices of Conservation forests and Lands and’ © 


Letters are to be sent to FPreepost No.3. Box 114, Queenscliff ,3225 by 
lst February. 1988/.-- 


(late comments will be read, also) gpa ae 


Hargaret Rowe. 


aC 


os = bees, 
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THE MINISTER AT Morwell. PEND 


On the day preceding our visit to Morwell National Park the rain 
poured all day and I waited somewhat uneasily to see what the weather 
would do on Wednesday when se were to méet lirs Kirher. When Os offered 
me transport in his comfortable little vah I gladly accepted, taking 
plerity of wét weather gear. However, by lunchtime the weather had 
relented and the day became quite fair. 


A marquee had been erected opposite the car park, tastefully 
decorated with bunches of garden grown native flowers, with a posy 
arranged for the Minister. 


Two school buses arrived, one from Heyfield Primary School and 
the other bringing children from Inverloch and Leongatha South. 
These schools were the winners in a competition organised by Depart- 
ment of conservation Forests and Land, and the Sawmillers Association. 
Their work was on display. Mrs Kirner duly arrived with officers of 
the Regional Branch of the Dept. of Conservation Forests and. Land 
and local dignitaries. Mr Channon opened the proceedings, the schools 
were congratulated and the winners, Heyfield Primary, presented with 
a cheque by Mr Stan Collins, President of the Sawmillers Association. 
The Minister then presented all three schools with handsome wall 
plaques for their schools. 


Mrs Kirner spoke in her usual confident manner, mentioning several 
local names in connection with the Park's early days. She stressed 
the fact that the local community must now endeavour to raise some 
of the cost of the proposed amenities for the new area along Billy's 
Creek. Os and I were pleasantly surprised to find that Mrs Kirner 
knew us again although she had previously met us only at Inverloch. 
Several speakers took the floor after which people circulated and 
talked in small groups. 


Luncheon, prepared by Friends of the Park, was a veritable feast 
of good things. We felt a little sorry for the school children who 
carried their own lunches and were marched away to the Clearing to 
eat it. 


The present track down to the flats was considered too wet and 
slippery after the rains of yesterday, even for 4 wheel drive vehicles. 
The V.I.Ps were taken up the Jumbuk road for a birdseye view of the 
cre=k valley before departing on their v arinuus ways. Os and I did a 
short walk afterwards and found orchids in full bloom, one fine plant 
with numerous strands bearing fifty blooms. 

When the newest land acquisition is in full operation with all amenit- 
ies it should b take a good deal of pressure off the small car park 
in Kerry Road. 


Ellen Lyndon. 


A DIFFERENT KIND OF HOLIDAY. 


The Australian National University will be conducting a 1988 Summer 
School on the environment. All courses will be residential and will 
be held. 24-28 January Kosciusko National Park. 

3-6 Fenruary Kioloa South Coast N.S.W. 

8-12 Fehruary Jervis Bay South coast N.S.W. 

12-14 February Kosciusko National Park. 
Further information Tel. (062) 493016 - 494754 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 
Meeting: 

Speaker 

Excursion: 


Meeting places and times. 


Friday February 26th 

Mir M.Braby "Eltham Copper Butterfly" 
Saturday February 27th to view 
Butterfly habitat. : 
Traralgon Seymour St Bus stop 8.00am 


a 


_Morwell Car Park Opp Post Office 


Bird Group. 
Excursion 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH 
Action Days 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 
Meeting 


at 8.15 am 
lioe Railway Station Car PArk 8.30 am 


Monday 7th March 
Reserve at Trafalgar 
Meet Railwat Stn.Trafalgar 10.00am 


3rd Sunday of the month 
Contact J.Brooks 056 231563 


2nd Sunday of the month 
Contact Gail 221478 | 
Yvonne 222597 


enna reeeereeneeeeeremetnemenememeneteeenemmien reenter nmmmenemmnemetemee a tee nee ener 


A.C.F.LOCAL GROUP 
Meeting 


2nd Wednesday of the month at 
Legal Aid Office liorwell. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Annual Meeting of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists Club INc. 
will be held on Friday March 25th 1988. 
Office Bearersto be elected are. 


1.Secretary G.Trainor 

2. Assistant Secretary fF.Blucher 4 
3. Vice President No 2 J.Blucher Piette 
4, Vice President No 3 S.Mathews ST 

§. Publicity Officer J ,Mewett st 


Nomination forms will appear in the March Naturalisty* , 

Please give some thought to the election of these office bearers.’ 
If you know of anyone who would be willing. to be. elected , please 
contact the Secretary before March gargs Business. ‘Meeting. —e 


_ 2HE RESOURCEFUL COMMUNITY. 


Do any members know the. ‘whereabouts of this publication? 

Three(3) copies of this-.interesting publication are still “out in the 
field" .It includes an articlé on-the_ work of the L.V.F.N.C. 

Please check. your library shelves and favourite reading spots as 
several members have’ hot, as yet had access to a copy. 


SP hae epee 
5 Mig Telyere, } Lie 
~ bi ane ~ 


A 3 : c 


ELEC 


saree 


SRR 
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OL ie t Eee B 
iiore details: ar to tisha we ‘the bus trip February’ 27th. 
We will view:the habitat of the Eltham Copper Butterfly. 
Members of: a: Local group: will meet us there. Afterwards we will go 
toa cotiséxvation™ ‘area at ‘Banyule (near Heidelberg). Members of a 
group at Montagrency will escort us to the area. This will be the 
lunch Stops ag: pichic facilities are available here. 


If you ‘interid/going on the bus trip please contact the Treasurer 
with your . payment, no ‘later than Friday meeting. Thére are people on 
the waitinf’ List: for any cancellations. cao 

Cost $10.00 per person. 


, EE: * : 


Conservation co-ordinator Report. : ; January 1988. 


reer 


Bunurong Marine Reserve Draft submission. 
Reply veceiyed: “to registration of interest in Tarra-Bulga National 
Park management. Also received reply from Roadside EAA SOnReTE 
AwardSesirin | 

Copy of City, of Tranalgon Planning Scheme 1957 re tavern oft Traralgon 
Creek Road. 7 
Letter:from. bokini Sadoner for the environment re State of theEnviron- 
nent,repont #988 focusing on Victoria's inland & marine aquatic 
envaronments. _ i 

Received -from DOEL. ‘brochure on summary of the major initiatives now 
undeiNiey, jin, Bast” Gippsiand. 


A Popes at 
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INSECTS... 


_ The.:November. meeting “found. us eat Bus a well known sporting 
personality as well as a naturalist. We heard a most. interesting and. 
well illustrated talk on insects. Mr John Landy, our speaker, spared 
us details of insect classification and took for his topic the various 
ways in which insects protect themselves. Like all animals, partis 
arly those in the wild, insects find themselves in: the situation 
where it is a case of either eat or be eaten. 


Mr Landy started with some photographs of various predators 
and parasites that affect insects, as for example the flower spiders 
that wait in the centre of daisies for a visiting fly sor bee, spiders 
that spin webs and frogs. Birds of course are major: “predators of 
insects and one way of finding out which species of moth are in an 
area is to find out where willy wagtails feed and look for the wings 
of the moths they have caught and eaten the body of. Parasites of 
insects are often small wasps such as those papgeitizing® “the woolly 
bear caterpillars. : ' 


Insects protect themselves ~ from -these predators in various ways. 
One is by having‘ cryptic: colouring or camouflage. This is an import- 
ant feature of insect: protection and-is seen for example in such 
insects as grasshoppers which-if green will land only on. green back- 
grounds. Other examples shown were looper caterpillars which, resemble 
twigs on trees and shrubs; geometrid moths with wings the colour of 
tree bark and with lines on their wings to break the outline of the 
moth. Then there is the caterpillar of the moth (?) which is always 
found on the under side of a POmaderris leaf right up against the 
midrib of the leaf. Unlike other caterpillars of this family they do 
not have ant protectors, and. are therefore camouflaged. Many other 
examples were shown of this particular protective mechanism-and how 
ib enables insects to survive. It must be noted that most insects are 
short sighted and only. notice movement. rather than outline. Also ins- 
ects relying on eryptic colouring are able to, pick surfaces to land 
on that suits their particular colours. An excellent example of this. 
is the stick insect with its incredible resemblance to the twigs of 
the.trees in which they live. Some stick insects have beautifully col- 
oured wings which are not often seen. In one species the male' Ss pieces 
are purple, the female's salmon. : si 


Another mechanism for protection is the brightly coloured insect 
who virtually says " I am most distasteful, a horrible tasting thing!". 
The Emperor butterfly's caterpillar is very conspicuous, brightly 
coloured with at least four horns. It ans its close relative the 
Wanderer butterfly are most distasteful and because of this make no- 
attempt to hide from predators. ifr Landy suggested that this iovlelge 
that predators have of the distastefulness is inherited rather than 
percéived by predators through trial and error as is usually: suggested. 
He suggests that. the cotooy combinations indicate the distaste to the 
predator. 

Assassin Bugs are carnivorous bugs that are. noted for heen Aimee 
easant odour which repulses predators. This is typical of many bugs 
that are brightly coloured and which make no effort to hide themselves, 
their ‘small being a sufficient deterrent. Not all brightly coloured ° 
insects are distasteful. In some butterflies it is used to attract a 
mate. Shield and vegetable VANES, also have BES odours and are: very 
distasteful. i ‘ 


eonracns 3 


LATROBE YALLEY.,.NATURALIST (3) ISSUE No 290 FEBRUARY 1988 


INSECTS. contd... 


avate galls and the male moves to mate with the female through a. 
hole in her gall. She never leaves the gall... Fr 


“Then there are: tha cup moth larvae oe " Chinese Junks" with: | 
folir groups of spines. that can cause quite an irritation if brushed | 
against and oth larvae that have a symbiotic relationship with ants. 
Symbiosis is a relationship where two organisms mutually benefit each 
other. In this case the ant carries the moth larva to its nest where 
the‘moth larva feed on the ant larvae and produces an anal secretion 
whichis ,eagerly devoured by the ants. Thus the moth ‘larvae get: 


ie 
oye 


/ 


protection and’ food and the ant food. °--, 


oThere were many more examples of insect protection given -in‘the..: 
talk but the above suffices to give some idea of the great variety — 
and complexity of the topic. 5 FEAT. . se%! 
We thank Mr Landy most sincerely for making the long trip from ~ . 
Melbourne. vi] “B6tet be "i 


Pir hapk ps Sie ara ee 
Barbara Nielsen. ;  ° 


We are all grateful to people who produce these writeups for the ot 
Naturalist. There is a list available for members to peruse :and 
decide if they can write up-either a talk or an excursion. 

It. may be your task once in.a year if it is spread around the members. 
‘These writeups dont happen automatically, someone has to offer or 
«be asked before we can have such articles. 


One does not have to be an expert about the Subject, there are.good 
reference books available for use and the speaker will usually 
consent to see the article before publication. : 


Ede, 


vy 
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EXCURSION. TO CHILTERN FOREST “OCT: 20th: 1987. 


It was a perfect warm spring day as we. left Beadiivantly 6H our 
day in the bush. We headed for Chiltern .,stopping at ‘the shire 
boundary where | we knew many © flowers: ‘prew.... is 


the most conspicuous flowers were Golden Moths, Ditinds mod suo 8 Va 
ata-the largest I have ever seen and sprinkled among them were a 
Chocolate Lilies, Dichopogon strictus;: Milkmaids, Burchardia umbellata, 
Sundews Drosera ‘auriculata and the flowers we really. stopped ‘to ‘see. 
Purple Diuris D.punctata. These rare beauties are becoming harder | 

to find each year. All. these’ ‘plants. grow in-moist grassy places and. 

soon there will be Flax. Lilies adding. thein paren blue ete to 

the noad fringes. Fi 


East) of. _Chiltern , before going - tae a “subway we tusned vpight for | 
about! a: miletill roadworks ended, then’ ‘again along a bush track. 
Here we found a veritable wildflower garden on both sides of the, ' 
road as far°as we could see:’The big timber was Red Ironbark. Euc. ” 
sideroxylon, and Red Stringybark, Euc. macrorhyncha. The understory a 
was a profusion of many colours, everything seemed to be in bloom. 
Most prolific was Daphne Heath, Brachyloma daphnoides : scenting the 
Buge with its. sweet honey scent. The red combs of Woolly. Grevillea 

G.lanigera contrasted -well with the big yellow flowers of Golden 
Wedge-pea, Gompholobium ,.and Guinea-flower Hibbertia.stricta, with’. 
here and’-there a. pate oF Common Fringe-Myrtle and Digger's Speed- 
well Veronica perfoliata. The smaller plants were Triggers Stylidium 
graminifolium, Chocolate-Lilies and Sun-orchids, Dotted Sun-orchids . 
Thelymitra ixioides and Salmon Sun<-orchids T.rubra . On looking closer 
we discovered Muskies , Caladenia angustata and OES of Brown-beards 
Calochilus robertsonii . 

We have found Flying Duck-Orchids on other Gals tes but did not see 
any on this trip. Each of us went in different directions to see. the 
most in the time we had sunt aie three of us were. pag eee os with what 
we sav. : 


I saw something scuttling Grae a clump of Daphne. Heath and to 
my surprise saw it was a Yellow-tufted Honeyeater with wings half 
spread. That only meant one thing, her nest was very near. Instead 
of flying up just in front of me the clever little bird had dropped 
~to the ground -.and tried to lead me away. I went away and sat under 
a big Ironbark, watching, waiting, ‘Two Yellow-tufteds came to a tree 
beyond where the nest was but would:not fly down so I went further 
away. Later I returned and. circled the clump of undergrowth | and .saw 
a lovely little cradle with one pink egg spotted darker. I just 
glimpsed and went softly away not to disturb the birds” any: more... 


Next we drove through Chiltern and along the Rutherglen road to 
Donkey Hill track. We drove to the hill top and ate lunch at’ the 
picnic table while admiring the views of the hills 'towards Yackand- 
andah and Beechworth. Here we heard and saw birds flying and singing 
everywhere.The Grey Shrike-thrush and Rufous Whistler were loud and 
clear and I heard again the see-saw singing of the Rufous Song-lark 
as he flew from one dead tree to another. Here the flowers were very 
lovely also but being more open and drier the Golden Everlastings 
Helichrysum bracteatum were in abundance and the orchids were finished. 
A family of Blue Wrens were twittering in the grass and several 
varieties of little birds feeding among the gum leaves. 


contd pp. .5 
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pa tees EXCURSION TO CHILTERN FOREST. contd... 

_ Only a few metres from where we. sat-we ; watched a pair of busy 
little Sitellas searching along the branches of a partly dead gum 
tree, I watched through my field glasses, and to my delight. saw one _ 
little bird pop into a neat little nest right in the fork of ‘two 7 
branches and just the:same shade of grey. We watched as the the little . 
birds took it in turns to pop into the nest, adda little bit then. r= 
turn around and around to shape the nest to a perfect fits We were 
ever so thrilled, none of us had seen..Sitellas. building their nest: ..” 
before. After exploring a little along the hillside we spread a°rug’ “-~ 
in the shade. No sooner had we settled down to read when a tiny © 
Spotted Pardalote came and pérched in a branch not far above our heads: 
and started calling. We had hoped not to be sitting on his nest .° 
burrow but my sister indicated a hollow where a tree stump had been... 
burnt out and there we saw thé neat little burrow entrance. That was 
three nests in one day for;us-who were not “usually any good at, 
finding: nests. More was to come. We noticed a pair of little ERE se at 
birds flying back and forth to a low bunch..of gum leaves a little way 
off. They were like White-throated Warblers but no white throat or | 
yellow breast. I walked down to their tree and there, sure enough. ---= 
was the typical “Hanging Dickies" nest as my father called then. P 
It is built of red stringybark and has a long tail of bark hung among 
the leaves on a low branch usually.\We were still puzzled about them. 
until we consulted Slaters and the description of Western Warbler 
fitted it exactly. The noticeable difference from the White-throated 
is white in the tail seen in flight. So that was four nests and we 
turned happily for home. We had only driven a few metres when we slowed;. 
to a stop to watch a beautifully marked Painted Quail on the road. = 
We all agreed it had been a special day, at the height of spring 
when bright sunshine showed,off all the bush inhabitants in their 
full glory. fy Reet 


Here is my bird list for the day. !Peieirin 7 


= 
I 


Green-backed Oreole i - °°‘. Black-faced Duckoo.~ Shrike ay 
Red-wattlé Bird 8 9: £::  - '.° Rainbow Bird TO.L4 i 
Australian’ Magpie ©0880 Dusky Wood Swallow’ 
Magpie Lark eer Welcome Swallow 

White. Cockatoo tee Raven 
Rufous.Songlark ... . Kookaburra i "Fa eee 
Western Warbler &€ nest ~ Crested Pigeon Re OR 
Yellow Tufted Honeyeater & nest Starling 

White-plumed Honeyeater ’ White-winged Chough 


Spotted Pardaioteée ‘ne 


st: Grey Fantail 
Rufous Whistler =: rg : 


Willie Wagtail 


Grey Shrike thrush ~!"s — Noisy Friar-bird 

Painted Quail Blackbird 

Blue Wrens ie ah ay Galah 

White-throated Tree Creeper Striated Thornbill-. 0. 2.22. es 


Orange-winged Sittellas & nest Sparrow. 
_......,,.. Fuscous Honeyeater — 


bt 


“May Galbraith." 
eechworth.  .. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD JANUARY 13th 1988. 


Mathison Park.Advice received from Minister for ‘Holising and Construction 
on an agreement to ensure public ownership of the area. Plans to gO 
on display soon. Morwell Shire to advise’ us when display is: mountedd. 


Manning Drive ‘Bush Area. {Churchill) lM. Austin contacted -plant list, 
map.and designation of area required. 


Dept.-C.F.&L.Grants. Decided to apply for Guenne of $700.00. 
Application forwarded to Dept. Planning & Environment. 


Alternative. Venue for Month Meetin Gieelsue Education: reem not avail 
able we have. been of OPE”. BSStine RIES ain. Albert St. 
Secretary, to check ; egst.. * 
Club Film Projectionist. Julie Parker is. “a ‘trained projectionist: Pitt 
has.offered to.assist. 


World Environment VouthuAwand.. Hercay ‘Praia: ae Gotisideration, 
has declined nomination . but appreciated our interest... 


February Meeting. M.Braby eérifirmed. BUs Trip té' “Eltham and ‘Olinda 
arranged. Cost of bus trip is $10.00. Payment before excursion would’ 
be appreciatéd by the Treasurer. 

Correspotidence Baringa School re Fair 19/3/88. V. Callister ‘re | support 
of Grants. Commissioner foe Environment re hotes on Yearly Réport ~~ 
OBjectives. C.C.V. Questionaire , Joint Taskforce on Intractable | 
Waste re Terms of ‘Reference etc. From B.Murbhy, R.Lohg, F.Wilkes /re_ 
Mathison Park. R.Walsh re Advice on re~zoning of Mathison Ie B' 
R.A.O.U. re Rotamah Island Bird Sanctuary. 

West Gippsland: Tree Group re Meeting’ dates & Information! 


“Periodicals Clematis, Environment Vie , Geelong Naturalist. (3 WETA, 
N.E. Tas. Naturalist, N.T.Naturalist, SGAP Maroondah_ Spour Nouatebngh: 
Victorian Naturalist. Dept. Water. Resources. 


COMBINED EXCURSION with Bairnsdale F.N.C. Enjoyed hist excursion and 
would Like another trip to Holey Plains State Park this time. 
Further information when date confirmed. 


Commissioner for Environment: Annual. Report ,1988° will focus: on vietonias 
inland and marine aquatic environments.We will send. the Committee | 
relevant submissions. Included will be our submission on proliferation 
of pines from pine plantations into areas of native bush.. 


Book Donation Thanks to M.Vinnell for books to be included in faye) 
Advice received re new Orchid Book .ROn Court will view the book ear 
we will be advised at General Meeting. 


Lyrebird Creek Logging, ‘Comments received from etn “of aes on: 


logging carried out in the headwaters of the Creek. Regrowth extremely 
difficult because of slope, southerly aspect and altitude. 

Conservation Committee Soblowin st this up. will be able to ask wuestions 
of C.F.L. in 4-6 weeks time. ; 


Bunurong Marine ReserveMembers requested to support the efforts ‘OFS 
committee at Inverloch . Forward Seuss on Reserve using Brochure 
available. 


Duck Survey. Assistance. sought for Geexend 6/7 February 1988. 
Suggested 10.00am Moe Swwerage Farm, then Morwell Sewerage Farm. 


Supper Roster February 26th  NRees M.Huxley 


The next Business meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th February at 
Y.M.C.A. ROOMS Morwell-at-7.30 pm. 

Any interested persons are welcome at these meetings when all aspects 
of Club activities are discussed. 
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INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 277-288 
ANIMALS Ra eye 
Goanna Tails roi J.Merson .277 Jan 
Notes from Young Members H.Dixon (287 Nov 
BIRDS . ey 
_ Are Sparrows Honeyeaters E.Lyndon 278 Feb 
Bird Group Outing to Sale Common. 
“a Led by Mr.Chatto P.Wall 283. July 
Bind LOvers Travels in Northern australia J. Johnstone 286 Oct 
‘Bird Note-. Yellow-faced Honeyeaters _J.Galbraith 281 May 
Bird OAS Club Visit to Mount’ Worth fave Pp or 
Glas} ee ‘E.P.Brewster284 Aug 
~< Bird Gheenyined Report J. Lubcke 279 ifar 
Choughs V.Larson © 281 May 
~Dueck survey Excursion P.Wall 278 Feb 
Further Notes re Sparrows B.Thompson 278 Feb 
Ibis Flight Patterns P.Wall » 285) Sepp 
Menu For a Thrush ai, O.Thompson’ 284 Aug 
When Does a Swallow become a Honeyeater : - J-Wall 277 Jan 
BOOK REVIEWS. BE ate, OM 20S 
Better Rivers and Catchments i on. cdi Grigg =: ~288 Dec 
State of the Environment in [NOSE > .B.Thompson 278 Feb 
BOTANY a. 4 tohersidin aye 
Another L"cola Highlight - P.Reeves: 280°Apr 
‘Beach Excursion to Screw Creek, ‘Townsend 2 
Bluff and Twin Reefs. 28.3.87 |. a M.Austen 284 Aug 
Flowers of Crete. . Talk by H.Weatherhead. spree aes, ee 
24.4.87 G@.Trainor "283 July 
HOgarth Falls Tasmania (Snake EMTS) Tastrek 
Seee Quartet 280 Apr 
Saltmarsh Flora of Anderson's Inlet 2 NOE van 
Shoreline M.Austin 284 Aug) 
EXCURSIONS | 
Ada Tree Excursion, led by W. rereenernc 
5.4.87 E. Lyndon 283 July: 
Australia Day Weekend Campout 1987 B.Thompson 280 Apr 
Australian Paper Mill & Waste Water Plant Al tas 
Led by G.Scarlett 25.7. 87 V.Plant 287 Nov 
Beach Excursion to Screw Creek, Townsends 
Bluff, win Reefs. Led by =. Lyndon il.Austin 284 Aug 
Bird Observers Club Visit to Mount worth 
Ta Ra et E.P.Brewster284 Aug 
Butterfly House Royal Melb. Zoological 
Gardens 39.11.86 3: wi. Blucher 277 Jan 
Duck Surver Excursion 17.1.87 P.Wall 278 Feb 
Dutson Downs. Led by O. Thompson18. 10.87 B.Thompson 288 Dec 
Elder Exploration Expedition 277 Jan 
Through Wirilda & Tyers State Park led by 
Mrs J.Calder 29.8.87 P.Wall | 288 Dec 
Great Flight Aviary 29.11.86 B.Thompson 277 Jan 
Morwell Safari D. Farrow 278 Feb.. 
Mount Cannibal led by J.Brooks 27.9.86 M.Austin 282 June 


Our LIcola High tents JéP.Wall , 280:Apr 
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EXCURSIONS contd... 
‘Penguin Parade Excursion 28.2.87 led by 


E.Brewster J.-Lubcke 281 May 
Safari Mark 2 D. Farrow 280 Apr 
Safari Part 2 it 282 June 
Trip to Torongo Falls. led by B.Fuhrer 28.5.86 F.Put 278 Feb 
Twin Reefs 28.3.87 led by DR.M.Rowe M.Austin 284 Aug 
Walkerville North € Waratah Bay : 
led by J.Schaeffer 23.5.87 J.Mewett 285 Sept 
FUNGI 
‘The Morel, Morchella esculenta E.Lyndon 285 Sept 
_ Notes from Young Members J.Dixon 287 Nov 
GENERAL 
Australian Paper Manufacturers & the Latrobe 
River. Talk by G.Scarlett 24.7.87 J.Wall 286 Oct 
Co-evolutiop, Talk by Mrs J.Calder 28.8.87 J.Wall 287 Nov 
Crinigan Road Reserve Report. E.T.C.Lubcke 279 Mar 
Edward Hunter Reserve Report S.Mathews 279 Mar 
Friends of Mt Worth State PArk Report J.Brooks 279 Mar 
January Members Night P.Reeves 279 Mar 
Latrobe Landscape Committee Report ’ J.Wail- 279 Mar 
Latrobe Valley NAturalist S.J.Cowling 279 Mar 
Overburden & OPen Cut Rehabilitation Consultative 
Group Report J.Blucher 279 Mar 
President's Report J.Purbrick 279 Mar 
Statement of Receipts & Expenditure ALS fis 
March 1986-March 1987 A.Stewart 280 Apr 
V.F.N.C.A. weekend Conference at Invwerloch E.Lyndon 281 ilay 
-Wirilda Progress Association Report 0.Thompson (279 Mar 
GEOLOGY 


Elementary Geology, Talk by D.Thomas 26.8.87 R.Court 286 Oct 
Sedimentary Structures, Talk by J.Schaeffer 


: 22.5.87 J.Dixon 285 Sept 
INSECTS  . 
Butterfly or Moth J.Larson 280 Apr 
Casemoths D.Howe 281 May 
Mysterious €Voracious Strawberry 
Pruners E.P.Brewster 283 July 
MARINE LIFE 
A Bay in the Balance (lWesternport Bay)Film P.Wall «282 June 
Seashore Life (Pipi) B. Thompson 284 Aug 
Seashore Life (Sea Cucumber) . 281 May 
Swimming Sea Anemones B.Nielson 288 Dec 
Twin Reefs -M.Austin 284 Aug 
OBITUARY ; 
Bill Cane crn 279 Mar 
Nora liathews 284 Aug 
REPTILES 
Lizards ofAustralia (film) P.Wall § 282 June 
More about tortoises J.Lubcke 284 Aug 
Snake Alive — Tastrek Quartet270 Apr 


Tortoise- Morwell NAtional PArk B.Thompson 282 June 
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2 Laburnum St. 
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MEETING. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month at 
Reg.Education Centre 
Kirk Street Moe. 


8.00pm. on Ist Friday 
each month. Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond St. 
Sale. 


Monthly Excursion 
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COMING EVENTS. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 
Meeting; Friday March 25th Annual Meeting 
Film NSS Encounters of a Floral Kind" 

Saturday liarch 26th to Inverloch 
Inverloch Environment ConEe 


at 10.00 am. 


Excursion: 
Meeting Place: 


BIRD GROUP; 

iieeting: MOnday April reno re change ) 
$oStae Sipe Cowwarr Weir: 

PSA AED Oasis at” ao aeaenees at 10.00-8n 


Meeting place now at Cowwarr Weir South side. 
aa em aetna ene eee ne ee j 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH. 


etion days 3rd Sunday of the month. 


Contact Jack Brooks 
(056) 231563 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NAT. PARK. 


Meeting 2nd Sunday of the month 


Contact Gail 221478 
Yvonne 222597 


LL CL LOT eS tees nance, 


A.C.F.LOCAL GROUP. 
feeal Aid Office 
Morwell. 


ISSN 1030-5084 
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PRESIDENT'S RBPORT 1987-1988. 


Well, what a wonderful year it has been! Everything almost seems 
to have gone like clock work. But this couldn't have happened without 
a lot of hard work by a lot of people, to whom I am extremely grateful. 


A big thankyou to Mrs Trainor for her tremendous support as 
Secretary and who was ably assisted by iirs Blucher. thankyou to you 


2 both. Thankyou Mr Trainor for his support and advice. 


Vice President No.1. Mr Wall, has been very supportive once again 
and there have been times when I've had to lean on him throughout the 
year. He has always been ready with advice and assistance, so a big 
thankyou to you too, especially for your work in obtaining the loud 
speaker system and walkie-talkies for the Club. 


Thankyou to all members of the executive for their hard work 
during the year, apart from those already mentioned, especially Treas- 
urer, Mrs Stewart; Magazine Editor, Mrs Long; conservation Co-ordinator 
Mrs thompson, this year assisted by Mr Grigg and Publicity Officer, 
lip Mewett for his very informative reports which appear every month 
in the local media. ; ir ; 


In addition I wish to thank all the other people involved in 
producing the magazine, typing, printing, collating, folding and | 
distributing the magazine. The magazine's high standard has continued 
to be noticed in high places and you will recall that this was acknow~ 
ledged in a letter from the head of the Warragul Region of the Depart- 
ment of conservation Forests and Lands. 


Thankyou also to our Latrobe Regional Commission and Landscape 
Committee representative, Mr Wall; Morwell Overburden and Rehabilit- 
ation Consultative committee representative, Mr Blucher;. Conservation 
Forests and Lands Management Committee representative, lir Thompson, 


_... who also. represents us on the wirilda Progress Association; leader 
~"6£ the Bird Group, Mrs Lubeke; Car Sticker Secretary, Mrs PLant and 


Edward Hunter Reserve Committee representative lir liathews. In addition 
“thanks go th Mrs Mathews for looking after our supper for the past year 


A very big thankyau to Irs Crane who has been our Name Tag Secret~ 
ary for so many years and has now found it necessary to step down. 
I wonder if she knows how many name tags she has made over the years? 


Sincere thanks to all those people whose hard work in preparation 


_ for and conducting both the Christmas break-up and the Campout at 


Licola made both evants such a success. Thankyou once again to Mr and 
lies Ringin for the use of their beautiful property at coalville for 
the break-up. 


Spearheaded by Mrs Thompson, ably assisted by her husband, we 
have made important gains in Comservation during the year, having 
input into the extension of Morwell National Park, the saving of 
Mathison Park from housing development and the creation of ifoondarra 
State Park and Tyers Regional PArk. 


Although there were many changes to our 1987 programme due to 
speakers being unable to attend for various reasons, we again had an 
extremely varied and interesting programme, as well as many very 
cood speakers. It was pleasing that we were able ‘to provide very 
good speakers from within our own ranks, and I particularly wish to 
thank those members who stepped in when needed, sometimes at rather 
short: notice. p 


contd...pp 9 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT contd... 


Subjects covered over the year,were as diverse as - Philip Island. Fairy 
Penguins, Biology of Westernport Bay, Flora of Crete, Geology ,Ecology 
of A.P.M. water-system, - ‘Evolution, Tasmania, Birds of East Gippsland 
and Insects. Speakers were Claire Speadie, Hilary Weatherhead, Jurgan 
Schaeffer, Graeme Scarlett, Jane Calder; John~Landy (yes , he was the 
ex runner)/and club tienbers David thomas Jim’ Wall and Barry Traill. 
Wei have: hedexcursions to Phillip Island, Walkerville (2) Ada Tree; 
Bunurong (2), -A.P.N. -, Hooéndarra State Park, Peterson's Lookout, kiorw- 
ell National Park, Dutson Downs tointly; with Bairnsdale F.N.C. ) and 
Cowwarr and, ‘wirilda State Forest. ‘ 


In addition, I would like to say how pleased I am that due to the 
efforts of all the people I have mentioned and all of our members, 
the Club seems to be gcing from strength to strength. “¢ 
Cur meeting room has almost reached capacity on several occasions, 
there have been. large turn. outs for excursions and aes the Club still 
seems as friendly as GVER ity, r , 


Lets hope we, can keep up. the a wore in 1988. 


ae | iy Boat is ches ' Jane Purbrick, President. 


_ REPORT ON THE LATROBE: LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 1987- 88. 


Discussion on ‘Draft Code of. Practice. for Tree Felling. Consensus on 
Soft Wood Planting. Comments on Draft. Code of Practice for Tree Clearing. 
Committee agrees. that tree. clearance around Power Lines. should be 
under. direct supervision of the S.E.C.V. 

Maps on Roadside Vegetation distributed all liunicipalities. Pir 
Roadside Management policies to be developed for the region ‘vhen 
funding’ available. . 

Committee: has had no résponse from V Line re managenent.. of: “Toongabbie 
Cowwarr, and’ Dawson Rail’ Reserves. — 

Committee supported . nomination of L.V.F.N.C.Inc. on the: Ley Yang. and 
Traralgon south’ ASSN: “eH Flora and Fauna of the Tyerss Walhalla 
Road’ ‘Reserve. Te 

L:L.C. wrote to. Counciee siiggesting that the said (Coneneeutt notify 
community when treés are to be removed. 

Guest Speaker in August was, Mr Cameron Gourley, Aoasana Scientist 

in the Dept. of Agriculture. and Rural Affairs. 

Traralgon shire was approached regarding removal of trees on Tyers- 
Walhalla Road without consultation with the community. 


Submission on the L.C.C. - S.E.C.V. Special Investigation. 
The Latrobe. Regional Commission's Landscape issues were discussed in 
full. « The Landscape Committee has been involved with the L.R.C. to 


assist in’ improvements of the Central. Landscape and Revegetation of 


wasteland. 
Latrobe Valley Landscape Project conducted by Prof. oad © Rattray. 
L.L.C. ato: ‘participate in a Consultative.Committee. its? 


eteets possible that in the future the L.L.C. will come under HS aye. 
control of the L.R.C. but with a certain leeway to be agreed. sbi te 


J-WAL1, Re resenting “the 
Tatrabe Varies F.4.C.inc. 


te dhe 
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FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH STATE PARK REPORT. 


Continuing progress in our Group's objective of assisting devel- 
opment and promotion of the Park by persisting with our activities 
in assessing and exploring areas in revealing still more beauty ahd 
variety in this treasurehouse of Nature. 


In going: thriugh.a:new part, we have to’establish an access’ track 
or it is pretty certain the treasures we find may be lost it seems 
for evér; as happened on a number of occasions. Eut when looking for 
some such thing,you just: may find something quite different. that was 
how the Standing Giant was discovered in a futile attempt to re-find 
an attractive patch of treeferns which we presume are still somewhere: 

/S0§ pioneering. the:name of the game with practical enjoyment the 
vay our Friends Group is'’making ‘this Park more usable for everybody. “‘ 
In the year just past, we have established a further 3Kms of tracks 
bringing the total pioneered by the Group to 22Kms, plus the 4Kms made 
exclusively by the Park management, a total of over 26 Kms of tracks . 
for walking. And amongst other activities, in addition to the already... 
placed 10 bridges, a substantial bridge suitable, for:vehicles was. . 
meade up from freshly fallen Blackwood trees and placed over Survivor 
cpeek(so called because it: refused. to accept being buried alive by a 
land;clearer) also 7 guidedtour/inspection days were a rather import~-° 
ant feature of the 24 action days of the Group. ~ f° St ob rseb- daw’ 


The latest project was planned with the primary object “of provid- 
ing an easy;walk for people for whom the usual tracks call: fora ‘degree 
of fitness not possessed by quite a few of the somewhat disadvantaged 
who could thereby be allowed to share the enjoyment of the Park's. 
riches. the new track goes up the ifoonlight Creek Valley and as usual _ 
we have a number of truly delightful features to be seen on,,the way 
up, and on the return, different, equally attractive scenes.are notic- 
eable. 


And, by the way, as the Park is ours, yours and mine, how about 
“Joining” the Friends Group and helping to make it more available to. 
more of our friends. It is right here in Victoria - not far away in_ 
another: part of ‘the:Continent. Its statusiis first class and dropping 

in forfan action day<now and. again iis probably as goodia WFAP EIS SENN: = 


The 3rd sunday in the month, except December, usually at the Car PArK 


eG WJaekMBrooks ij: 6) idosge lic 
Friends Co-ordinatorins oi ° 
ne EE LCCC LC TC CLL CL A 


1987 Annual Report Latrobe Valley Field NAturalists Club 
CAR STICKER REPORT.- — - 
Stickers sold to the value of $107.50-- 
70 to Clubs a tosMENDEXEy we nomcmeSaderuck a 7 | 
Balanée in bank to 23.2.1988 SOB Us ee ee a een eee ed) 
pooh se ; 2 Pity ns ge ae oat Ee Rs) Valma Plant. A iin ale i Aspe 
~: , Car Sticker Secretary.» 
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~- CRINIGAN ROAD REPORT 1987=89-... 

We still have the Crinigan’ Road reserve-as a reserve, as we were 
a little worried at one stage last year, when a report from the Land 
Conservation Council on all S.E.C. land owned in. the Latrobe Valley 
Area, showing the Crinigan’ Rd.. reserve area being able to be sold for 
private industry. * TARAS. conn net 

But after making representations to the Morwell Council and 
L.C.C. they assured us that it would not be sold. Morwell Council 
told us that they had an order in Council that the land could never 
be sold for private purposes. oe 


When’ the final report from the L.C.C. came out, it showed that 
the area would be reserved as bushland for the people of Morwell and 
district to enjoy as has been the case in the past. — 


“We have had a meeting with a representative of S.E.C. on fire 
prevention and burning off, and have come to an agreement that when 
eny burning off is carried out, that it be a slow controlled burn, | 


_A representative of Neighboukhood House made a proposal of estab- . 
lishing a community garden on vacant land in the South-east corner — 
of the reserve, but after a study of the: -project over a few months bet: 
it‘was. decided to be not practicable. ©. re 


The cutting of the fire-breaks was done much better this year, 
the contractor going around the young eucalypts, instead of driving 
straight over the trees and cutting them off. | bee 1O9- Shin venoms} 

Rubbish that had been dumped by residents living in Crinigan ‘“’ 
Yoad has been attended to, also rubbish that has been continually’ - 
dumped in the car parking area. ROD are tee ae be 
There ia a possibility that the entrance to the teserve from 
the Maryvale Rd.end, down Golf Club Rd. may be cut off. There has been 
a suggestiom put to Morwell Council that the road be closed, and the 
only entrance will be from the bottom of Crinigan Rd. along Fairway 
Drive by the Soccer Club end. eds ob serene 9 ee 


_.E.1.C.Lubeke. 


REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF CENTRAL GIPPSLAND LAND PROTECTION 
isha 2“ OREGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 


In the past 12 months I have attended all six bi-monthly meetings 
The April 1987 meeting being the last for the Traralgon Region, since 
then the Traralgon and Warragul regions have been amalgamated and is 
now the Central Gippsland Region. Elected and appointed members from 
both areas form a joint ~-committee with the two chair persons altern- 
ating. The number of members will be reduced following the tri-annual 
elections at the end of 1988. ae 


I attended the two day conference atthe Keith Turnbull Research 
Institmte when“many subjects were covered; some of which were "Land 
Care", biological weed control, pest control, salination and erosion. 

Other activities during the year included field trips to alpine 
areas assessing problems caused by off-road vehicles, horse safaris, 
srazing leases and timber extraction. On other occasions serious 
erosion areas at Stratford, Kilmany,. etc. were inspected and large 
areas of serious salination. : ; 


contd pp 5 
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CENTRAL GIPPSLAND LAND PROTECTION, contd... 


Several "Land Care" programmes have been instigated in the region. 
One is the reclamation work on Fells Creek at Kilmany which involves 
about 9 land~holders along the creek where steep banks-are battered 
and various tree species are planted to combat erosion. Another"Land 
Care" project at Narracan is the mutual co-operation of some 47 Land~ 
holders on about 210 ha to combat weed and pest problems such as 
ragwort, blackberries and rabbits. 


My time spent on this committee has been very interesting and 
informative. 
O.Thompson. 


ANNUAL MBETING ELECTIONS. 


declared vacant. 

Secretary 2 year term Mrs G.Trainor ‘ é 
Ass.Seeretary 1 year term Mrs Blucher has advised that she can 
no longer accept this position. 

Vice President No 1 Mr Blucher 

Vice President No3 3 Mr MAthews is unavailable for re-election 
Publicity Officer Mr J.Mewett 


If you feel you can help with any of these positions please contact 
the Secretary before Annual Meeting. 


The following offices will be 


Thankyou. 


z FEBRUARY MEETING QUESTIONS. 


At the last general meeting questions were asked about the 
Wilderness areas mentioned in lir F.Noble’s letter and areas closed =’: 
to four-wheel drives in the Bunyip area. >. 


In January 1977 the Land Conservation council recommended that 


13,500 ha of public land at Bunyip be preserved as the Bunyip) ~ «=, | 
State Park. ~~ 


In JUne 1979 the Land Conservation council recommended in the . 
Alpine Study area that 29,500 ha, which includes parts of catchments*.; 
of Avon, Doldrook and Turtin Rivers, be declared the Avon Wilderness’ | 

IERReawh se”? 
Then in February 1983 another 12,200 ha, which included more of the 
peaches of the Avon and Turtin Rivers and McColl Creek with the Head- 
water catchments to Ben Cruachan Creek, were added to the Avon - 
‘iiiderness Area in the recommendations for the Hinterland. 


liembers who knew Florence Kinniburgh will be sorry to hear that she 
died while on a trip to Arizona recently. Florence was a member of 
Club in the 1960's -70's. Some Club members attended the lemorial 


rs a 
Service for her in Morwell. 


en 
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REPORT. OF THE BIRD OBSERVING GROUP. 


The "first MOnday of the month” Bird Observing excursions have 
again proved popular: throughout the year. 


Four excursions. were taken up with a survey of. ones Latrobe River. 
in conjunction with the Mid-Gippsland Rivers Management Board. 
Other excursions were. to BUlga Park, Venus Bay, Cowwarr Weir, Walhalla 
Sale Common, and lHorwell NAtional Park. 


In addition to normal excursions, two Duck Surveys were , carried 
out on behalf of the Dept. of Conservation forests and Lands, and 

_a day was spent in Moondarra: State.Park when members. were invited: to 
“lead an excursion of the Melhourne Bird Observers Club. e400": 


June Lubcke. 


WIRILDA PROJECT ASSOCIATION 1987-88 


During the past year increased membership and interest has ; 
resu ulted in more activity” ‘and’ athievements at. Wirilda. 


The appointment of a part- -time ranger in July 1987 has Pestiteas 
in an improved picnic area with increasing use by the public. 
Yery soon it is hoped to lock the park every night to combat the 
- annoying and destructive vandalism. Some of the UPC VEMCHES) are 
- as follows. i- .5, PARTE tr Aas 


Dangerous’ dead trees removed ; grass in che picnic 

area slashed several times; toilet block painted and improved ; 
tables and seats repaired and painted. A farm shed has been con- 
verted to lock up store for ranger's use; a large Wirilda Environment 
Park sign has heen erected at the main entrance. 


Valued assistance in‘the form of labour and material has been 
given to the Wirilda © PEOHESE dupiDen the year by Rotary and others. 


0. Thompsons 


REHABILITATION CONSULTATIVE GROUP REPORT. 


The group has made steady progress on a number .of projects: and the: 
results are summarised as follows;- 


Morwell Overburden - public consultation? et 

Arrived at an interim conclusion favouring open woodlands’ Wataane with 

some elements of passive recreation to provide for public access. | 
Westbrook Gully: all aspects proo eeding to plan reasonably . 


well. 
Saviges Track: rehabilitation ‘final plan has been 
developed and is being “fine tuned"+. 


East Field: progress report made, an interesting wetland cost 
value analysis of a possible project in the Blue Lagoon area showed 
up some good results which may be achieved for a moderate outlay. 
Yallourn Open Cut: some further work proposed to be done on 
the western batters. 
F.J.Blucher ; 


L.V.F.N.C. Delegate. 
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OCTOBER EXCURSION WITH BARRY TRAILL. 


The morning was mild and overcast as we met at Toongabbie for our 
bird excursion, lovely weather for birds, but not so easy for those 
wishing to observe- no sun to highlight the plumage. As we drove away 
our sharp eyed guide noticed some rainbow lorikeets in the trees 
nearby. 

We travelled to Cowwarr Weir, noting the usual magpies and pied 
currawongs,as we went. On arrival, spinebills were feeding in the 
grevilleas planted at the weir, whilst blue wrens hopped around our 
feet. Binoculars came into action to observe water birds on the lake, 
coots and dusky moorhens and a domestic g»ese rather out of place in 
the picture. In the tall trees were yellow-winged honeyeaters and we 
“ere able to watch the colourful mistletoe birds feeding. 


We drove on to Stony Creek, and our guide led us to the stream, 
with rufous whistlers in almost every tree. Arriving at the creek, 
there was more water than anticipated, but our guide insisted we must 
eposs and gallantly offered to pick-a-back anyone not wishing to get 
wet feet. Gwyneth took him up on his offer and no doubt arrived on the 
other side in a crier state than those of us who decided to boulder 
hop. We were not yet at our destination, so it was crocodile file 
anc bush bash up a rise and into a sully but, alas, the sitellas we 
had hoped to see were not in evidence that day. We returned to the cars 
stopping to observe a brown-headed honeyeater in the bushes at the 
creek's edge. 

A peaceful lunch was eaten by the stream, then on to Glenmaggie 
“Veir, passing through dry, sandy country, where we found those comical 
fellows, the choughs, collaborating in a paddock. They allowed us to 
observe a while, then the warning cry went out, and off they flew. 


On arrival at Glenmaggie “Weir we inspected the small plantation 
there, disturbing a blue-tongued lizard, then walked along the weir 
where a cormorant was feeding. We spent a good deal of time in the bush 
watching and listening to the golden and rufous whistlers. also present 
were yellow-tailed thornbills and a female rufous whistler, while 
many scarlet robins played on the fences. Barry pointed out a small 
bird above us as a wee bill, quite a find, and a first sighting for 
many of us. We had a little difficulty getting out of the area, as 
the men working on the weir had finished for the day and locked us 
in, but keys were soon produced and we were free again. 


Just to complete the day some members decided to stop on the way 
home to check the Purple Diuris orchids which the Thompsons have been 
earing for at the old Dawson Railway Station site. What a picture met 
our eyes; flowers everywhere, and the orchids, since the C.F.L. have 
fenced the area from grazing cattle, have been b-ld enough to spread 
themselves onto the land on the other side of the railway line. 


Back to birds, we noted many native minors and a chough mud nest 
before we thanked Barry and returned home. 


Val LArson. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 23rd 1988. 
na moc na lane te natn allan blend sn Seen a em DOR 
Treasurer reported a balance of $672.56. 


Accounts for payment. Conservation $89.14. Photocopy $8.32 
Hall Hire $30.00 Secretary $76.30. 


Bairnsdale F.N.C.will have a joint exeursion to Holey Plains on 
October 18th. further details later. 


‘Yolunteers needed to write up meetings and excursions. 
Secretary has list. 
Correspondence A.C.F.re publicity C.C.V re meeting in Sale 
Dept.Cons Forests Lands re Wilderness area Avon River. 
ieibourn University Press re book "Name That Flower" by Ian Clarke 
and Helen Lee $29.95. 
i nister PLanning €Environment and Miss Callister re grants for 
Env a ROREAE purposes. /City of Moe re Red Cross Appeal. 
ctorian Nat. Parks Association re book " Alps in Flower" by 
= tie Cann. Guide to flowers in Alpine Region. We are able to have 
a considerable, discount to members. , . 
opine ‘Naturalist Club re annual uber ane. 


i7.C.V. ve Aust.Natural History ! fedaliion nominations, we are support~ 


ing current nomination. 


_Reinbow alliance Newsletter (political) 
“fustralian Ranger Bulletin. SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. 
‘Zast Gippsland a bright future booklet COUR 


“Details from V.F.N.C.A. re meeting on March 12-14 at Princetown. 


General. Christmas Breakup Dee 10th will be at BUndilla property 
ox the Ringins at Coalville. Discussion re possible working bee by 
-members prior to that date. 


Vote of thanks to Mrs Blucher.. and Mp Blucher for their work during il 


the campout at Licola. 


Discussion re Annual Meeting ’ Pau ail ion of Office Bearers. 
Nomination forms appear in this:issuec of Naturalist. 
Also reminder that Annual Subscriptions are now due.Refer back page. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. 


_ Correspondence In. Dept. Planning eraganennen’ ve Nomination form for 
Magnificent Trees. 
Draft Code of Forest Practices ~-Critical Response from Vic.Nat.Parks. 


Thankyou from Commissioner for the Environment for copies of submiss-_ 


‘Lons forwarded. 

Correspondence out. Stisnesanens. on: Mallee Area Review to L.C.C. 
Proposal for the Bunurong: Marine Reserve to DCFL. 

Report on above correspondence from VNPA. | 

Report on annual report 1986-87 Dept.of Water Resources. 
Present draft copy of submission on Tarra-Bulga NAtional Park Issues 
Statements on planning proposals. 

.Supper Roster March 25th Val LArson ..Florence Blucher 

~The next business meeting will be held on Wednesday March 23rd at 
YMCA Rooms, Morwell at 7.30 pm. 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 
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Mrs G.Trainor 
2 Laburnum St. 
Morwell 3840 
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Mr.D.C.Macreadie 
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Cowwarr 3857 
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lip. F. Hanley 


9 Princes Highway — 
Warragul SEAL 
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Contributions on any aspect of NAtural History are invited from 
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MEETING. 


7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month at 
Reg.Education Centre 
Kirk Street Moe. 


8.00pm. on 1st Friday 
each month. Room 13 
Continuing Education 
Centre, Raymond St. 
Sale. 


Monthly:Excursion 


_ Contact Secretary. 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month at 

Cc... A.Hall 
Bairnsdale. 


Mes A.Stewart 


P.0.Box 169 


Newborough 3825 
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COMING EVENTS. 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C.Inc. 


Meeting: Friday April 22nd 

Speaker: Sid Cowling - Wild Life, trade & 
Possession in Vic. €Australia. 

Excursion: Saturday April 23rd in Sale area. 

Meeting Place: Lake Gutheridge 10.00ai 


(behind Policé Stn,) 
Bird Group. 


Meeting: lionday 2nd May Blue Rock Dam 
lieeting Place : Picnic area Blue Rock Dam 10.00an 
7 First turn off to B.R.Dam on 
* Willow Grove voad. 
Leader: lirs N.Rees 
Warragul F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


riends of Morwell National Park. 


Meeting: Sunday 8th May 1.30pm. 
Meeting Place Roundabout at end of Tebb Tce 
Speaker: Guest Speaker talk about Billy's Ck. 


Contact Gail 221478 Yvonne 222597 


ar de er eres ni Oe Be eee nd PTE ne, YY 
Friends of Mt Worth Park. 


Action Days 3rd Sunday of month. 
Contact J.Brooks for details (056 231563) 


A.C.F.Local Group 
Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of month 
Legal aid Office Morwell. 


' ISSN 1030-5084 
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BIRD SPECIES RECORDED IN THE LICOLA DISTRICT 22~25 JANUARY 1988. 


Visiting this district with several mambers of the Latrobe Valley: 
Field Naturalists! Club for their annual pilgrimage to the high 
country I have been able to compile a list of 51 species. 


This list is not as comprehensive as I would have liked to present 
for rere It surest not be considered ‘a. eoupiete 2 list for that 


certain it was difficult, ‘to record. any nocturnal aoe. 7 cali ; 
because of the amplified sounds of rifle fire coming from several adj- 
acent riverside camps below our own: 


I did note “the sparse nature of birdlife at one higher altitude locat- 
-ion where it was anticipated that species would be recorded. i" . 
Tyo other ‘members of the same party also commented upon this apparent 


‘birdless habitat’. No speculation as to why can be offered for:visits: .. 


to this. and other, areas along the Mt. Tamboritha road were of short 
curation. 


am sure members will ave access to a bird list compiled from prev~ 
Sous visits and reference should be made to this to either confirm 
former records or add new ones as. the case may be. 


Contributors’ ‘to this. list have been included with a list of references 
for further study or reading AOS. members so desire. sao ia Bi 
Observation T 


Name of Species. e 


Pied Cormorant °°. «1 bird, aerial -lower slopes Wellington River 


iianed Duck 8+ birds, as aerial group as above. 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 3 birds altogether, aerial. 
Australian Kestrel 1 bird, alpine meadow, snowy Range Aerodrome. 
Stubble Quail 1 bird, flushed roadside Mt. Tamboritha road. 
Latham's Snipe 1 bird flushed from alpine bog, Hi¢ggin's — 
(Gallinago PRISCA) property; Bennison Plains. Ye 
Vonga Pigeon a bird NBISESTeh from lit. Tamboritha, road. 

1 ad ; roe PA eae 
Galah E 8+ birds ,. as. pairs and small caRONOS aerial and 


Tae, AP noisy at. the, old dingo-proof fence 

f Gilder property. 
Sulphur- ronested Cockatoo 6+. ‘birds as above. 
Australian King Parrot Calls only ; vecorded from base camp. 
Crimson Rosella 1 bird in adult plumage Snowy Range Aerodrome 

location, calls round base camp. 

Brush Cuckoo » Calls recorded only once 25 January. | 
Shining Bronze Cuckoo 1 immature~plumaged bird observed below base 
(Chrysococcyx lucidus camp at river bend; also calls. 


plagosus) 
White-throated aq bird, aerial treetop level below base camp; 
Needletail 2 birds, aerial one of which flew to ground 
.. level at Snowy Range Aerodrome. 
Laughing Kookaburra. .: Calls from group at dawn and observed at camp. 


Sacred Kingfisher. .-. 1 bird observed and calls suggesting food being 
tree =e ““brought Louyoung recorded in viverside vegetat~ 
‘ion below, base camp. 
Superb Lyrebird . $eratchings evident along track leading into 
io om i gorge. at, Dinner Creck. 


contd..pp 2 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


(2) ISSUE No 292 APRIL 1988 


BIRD SPECIES 
NAME OF SPECIES 


Welcome Swallow 


Richard's Pipit 


Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 


cacky Winter’ 
Crested shrike-tit 


“ufous Whistler 
Grey shrike-thrush 


Leaden Flycatcher 


Satin Flycatcher 
Grey Fantail _. 


Eastern Whipbird 


Spotted quail-thrush 


Superb Fairy~-wren 
Weebill 


Brown Thornbill 


“hite-throated Treecreeper 


Red Wattlebird 
Uoisy Friarbird 


Ycllow-faced Honeyeater '” 


“hite-eared Honeyeater 


Yellow-tufted tioneyeater 


LiCOLA DISTRICT. contd... 
OBSERVATION TYPE. 


1 bird observed roosting at same. 
location in rock: crevice as BLY eies 


_ Campout by Val Larson; 1 bird aerial. 


Snowy Range Aerodrome location. 

1 bird flushed roadside Mt Tamboritha 
road. 

1 bird observed obtaining caterpillar 

from eucalypt foliage below base 

camp; 1 bird also recorded Higgin's 

property, Bennison Plains. 

3 brown birds at snowy Range Aerodrome 

2 brown birds at Higgin's gate 24/1/63 

No coloured birds recorded. All birds 

observed feeding from the ground. 

Calls given by a male at base camp 

25 January. 

Dawn and Dusk calling; u/c birds 

round base camp. 


2 birds recorded roddside ie Tambor: the 


Road. 

1 bird observed Rae along euca 
ypt limb giving low contact calls. 
ifale very vocal at base camp. 


Calis at base camp. 


1 male observed at river bend veset- 
ation below base camp. 

Calis only recorded at base camp. 

1 bird observed roadside vegetation 
near gate of camp. I noted that this 
particular bird had deeper colouring 


.of underparts similar to species (NZ), 
Calls only at river bend below base 


camp. 


- 5 birds Flushed from roadside Mt. 


Tamboritha Rd. by B.Thompson: tbird 
Flushed same road day later J. Vincent. ... 
u/c birds base camp. 


calls of 1 bird at bridge. at Glenarcic 


Weir 25 January. 
groups of 3 or more birds at base camp 


‘1 bird observed feeding on eucalypt’ 
trunk by spiralling upwards Also calls. . 


Calls at Snowy Range Aerodrome 

Calls onty heard at base camp. 

2 birds observed obtaining food fron 
rock crevices at river bend below 
base camp. ; 

calls only at Higgin's property. 
Bennison Plains. ae 

u/c birds observed and heard at river 
suimming hole below base ‘camp. 


| contd. .pp 3 
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BIRD SPECIES IN LICOLA DISTRICT contd... 
NAME OF SPECIES OBSERVATION TYPE. 


White-naped Honeyeater u/e birds as a small party foraging among 
eucalypt foliage at river bend below base 
pts sow (Camps Also,-caisls.« 
Spotted Bardalote "Recorded by calls only. At base camp and 
“=~... _Bryee's Gorge. Not the usuali)'sleep baby' 
calls. I can-only describe what I hear as 
els high-pitched Vyditing’ ‘call of- several 
“et ) Rees fe notes, wich -L take, -to 4be ‘a. contact call. 
Striated Pardalote u/c number of birds recorded” feeding in 
eucalypt foliage. 1 bird observed: tearins 
~lerps from back of leaf. At base camp and 
Bryce's.Gorge. calls heard were not the 
"+, usual ‘pick-it-up' notes, but. low’ chirrips' 
snc ists ope Biven as a contact call. Sat aeear aie: 
— eee ee visitor to’ my garden. 


r 


Olive-backed Oriole _. _. §-22 birds feeding from the ground. ae 
base ‘camp. 

Dusky Woodswallow - . 1 bird observed ‘and calls at river bend & 

' swimming hole sites below base camp: 

Australian Magpie 3 birds Snowy Range Aerodrome location. 

Pied Currawong oe ey Calls only at base ‘camp. : 

Grey Currawong - ‘a Felt® cals only, | sheard once, at ‘base Camby 

Australian Raven u/e number ‘of: birds. Records‘ at Higrinis 


property, Bennison Plains 5" also halOne road 
to. Glenmaggie.. “fy ~y 


Joan vincent. 
Somaetshiemenacinahiaenininetemeiaeamene eenet 


Taononie order used is taken from the Atlas ie Australian Birds. 
M.Blakers, et al. R.A.O.U. 1984 


Contributors to the list. were ~ GFlorence and Jim Blucher, 
Val Larson, Ellen Lyndon, Bon & (Oia aaa eka Joan Vincent. 
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1926 Checklist of the Birds of. @useeal tale R. A.0.U. “Second and 
. Revised Edition. 
1963 What Bird is That ? Neville W.Cayley. ‘Reprint. iS" 
1969 Birds of the Australian High Couhtry. ed, H.d.Frith. ena 


1975 Checklist ofthe Birds of australia, Pity Ls Non-passerines 
H.7.Condon R.A.0.U. 
V7.5 Hoiieyeil List of australian Sou = Passerines. ante Schodde.. 
i wns R.A. 0. Ue 


1980 A Fieta: Guide ot thé irds of Australia. Gaaham Pizzey. 
1964 The Atlas of Australian Birds. Me Blakers , etal. R.A.O.U. ; 

i986. The Field Guide to Australian Birds. Peter Slater et an eee 
1988 Field Notes. Joan Vincent. -.. 
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SUR SSEDeneeeenmmemmemmmemmecemeemeeremenee 
REPORT ON EDWARD HUNTER RESERVE. 


Improvements carried out during the past year have been appreciated by 
the many people who use the park. 


Valking tracks have been cleared at the edges and widened, some 
tracks have had more gravel or metal added. 


An attractive sign has been erected at the Coalville entrance. 
The nearby shelter has been completed and a drinking tsp installed. 
Seats amade from split logs have been provided throughout the park. 


With the ever present fire hazard in mind, planned clearing has been 
carried out. mie 

Tyee planting programmes have been extensive with a nearly 100% 
success.rate. 


The highlight of the year was the building and official opening of 
the foot bridge over the small stream adjacent to the fern gully. 
oe's Mayor, lirs Margaret Adams declared the bridge open , cutting 

7. ribbon and unveiling a plaque. 

Tae gathering of Councillors, workers, Committee Members and menbers 
« the general public and students from local primary schools and 
Yellourn Tech. enjoyed afternoon tea. 


ao } 


“4 Hanagement. Strategy Plan has been called for and it is hoped that 
cnis will be implemented shortly. . 


S.Mathews. 


f= the Annual Meeting March 25th elections took place and the followine 
people were elected/re-elected to office. 

Secretary Mrs G.Trainor 

Assistant Secretary tirs Marilyn Marschaleck 

Vice President No 1 J.Blucher 

Vice President, NO. 2 P.Rayment 

Publicity Officer J.Mewett 

ips N.Rees was appointed Name Tag secretary. 

The Club cannot function without office bearers so if you think you 


could help with any of the Club Offices please contact the Secretary 
at your earliest convenience. 


 BANKSTA CANETII. 


Some members collected cones from this species at Dinner Creek 
Gorge. I grew this very ornamental banksia for years, the tiny plants 
being given me hy Mr Cane. I could never induce the seed to strike, 
no matter what I did. He said it is necessary to put the cones in 
the fridge for the winter and then try the seeds again before success 
can be a expected. : 


Ellen Lyndon. 


sg nnn ssn tenesnneeneenenseennensent 


.,,. Conservation Eupenges: (Environment) |; 
_. Photocopying 
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SUMMARY OF CASH RECEIPTS 2.3.87 - 29.2.88 


Balance at 2.3.87 Cheque Account 
Tnvestment Account 


~ Bank’ Interest Cheque Account za 21.85" 

‘Investment’ Account: “. Wu sa7 

Nemberende Subscriptions AE pie " 200.00 - 

Magazine Subs cai pimlons if 738.00 

Ministry of Planning €Environment (invest. acc)500.00 

Dept. Labour.(C.E.P.scheme): os... 63,297.00 

Sale. of Badges ene. aan ee *32,,00 

History Books =. —- - =e BoOw) 

Grampians. books | - 4g0.00 
Calendars , ' 264.00 .... 

Cards 3.90 

Bus Trip to Bitham 400.00 

“Camp at Licola . “330.00 

PIONS INS §'' Se fone tt Lee 9 6%0'5o" 


--}iierophone, Walkie- ‘Talkies & Tapes: 


SUMMARY OF: PAYMENTS 2 3. 87 = “a0. Wi 88 


Subscriptions & ‘Donations 

Naturalist Magazine 

“Petty Cash’ aoe 
Hire of Méeting Rooms — eon | 


Bus Trip(deposit) se a 
-Camp.at Licola 


Bank Fees & Duties 
Vic.National . Parks, Grampians Books 
Calendars ~~~. 


Mid Gippsland River Management Board . (65997 00“ 


Gifts for speakers & Christinas breakup 
Publicity 


Library Expenses - = 3 
“Rent of Post: Office Box | ‘elec soins th 
a4 Balance on Hand’ Cheque Account hen” ‘ourts 
ene taut Investment ‘Account gle 
at : te b iy 


De ree ay 


Reconciled Bank Statement . | 


602.01 
AU le 


Sieriy 


66514.77 


68395. 86 


7 
S 


66116. 24 
35,56 
1923.06 


o° "88395. 86 


Balanee, at 29.2.88 tera 21783.56 
Lege unpresented cheques f 
: «ig shes Lag ake 03823u.. 2109.00 Phe aot 
Meton “1.2,038237 + 330., 00 21429.000%:: 
is cpa ‘ : sep es bye em et af t Sa are 
fst lo, Pe nt Oe OR Weta a 3 spate a age O04 oO Drag 2” 
ah 2 fi Fide Pee eek. eed ee Sa ce ae ee 


“Statement presented at Annual Heeting’ March’ 25th 1988. 
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WALKING IN LOWER GLENELG AND if. RICUMOND NATIONAL PARKS. 


During Melbourne Cup week, the suburban based walking club to 
which we belong, had a week long camp in the Lower Glenelg National 
Park at a site called Pritchards. 


The Lower Glenelg N.P. is in the far south east corner of Vict- 
oria where the Glenelg River cuts an extensive gorge through miocene 
limestone.The park protects about 35km. of this gorge and some 27300ha 
ef surrounding bush and heathlands, including the Kentbruck Heath, 
which is noted for its wildflowers. 


About 30 club members assembled on the Sunday morning and set 
out up stream along a marked path for an all day walk: but alas, the 
warm day grew hot and by the time we were about 8km from camp the temp- 
erature had reached 37 degrees celsius, half of us had lost all inter- 
est in the beautiful bush and the idyllic vistas of the river. 
“hile the mad dogs and Englishmen pressed on further, we erept back 
te our tents and swimming hole. 


On the way we walked in the shade of brown stringy-bark (E.ovata) 
end saw many small grass-trees (X.minor)an occasional one of which 
was flowering. Much of the rest of the understorey was a mixture of 
Flame heath (A.conostepoides) silver banksia (B.marginata) parrot-pea 
(D.retorta) with milkmaids, fringe~lilies (Thysanotus. tuberosus) , and 
coast stackhousia (S.spathulata) crammed inbetween. 


The space which C.F.€L. people had cleared for the pathway prov- 
ided room for running postman (K.prostrata) ,beard-orchid (C.robertsii) 
pink boronia (B.nana) horny cone~bush (Lsopogon ceratophyllus) , 
sweet apple-berry (Billardiera cymosa) and sun~orchids (T.aristata)- 
one of which was a full metre high with a dozen large blooms. - 


Another day we walked in the ift.Richmond area, a typical heath- 
land with carpets of fairies‘aprons (U.dichotoma) shortpurple-flacs 
(Patersonia fragilis) Maiden hair fern (Adiantum ) in damp spots: 
while pink waxflowers (Eriostemon australasium) Pimelea hewardiana, 
white everlastings: (H.baxteri), blackeyed susans (Tetratheca ciliata) 
and ivy leaf violets (Viola hederacea) sheltered beneath totem poles 
(i',decusata), swamp paper~bark (M.ericifolia), scented paper-barks 
Ci.squarrosa) and messmate (E.obliqua). : 


A run by car to the entrance enabled us to walk along the silvex» 
sand beach, where we saw a Pacific gull, many silver gulls ,some 
Caspian terns, and pelicans. After a visit to the C.F.&.L. displey 
centre at Nelson, we boarded a ferry to travel to the beautiful 
“~pincess Margaret Rose caves- along the river we saw numerous cormor-. 
ents and several chestnut teal, black duck and grey teal. In the caves 
“we saw many beautiful limestone formations and in some places, accunm- 
ulations of prehistoric animal remains. 


The fauna around the camp were quite fearless, the kangaroos and 
~o.~-necked wallabies feeding next to the tent - the foxscrounging in 
tne pwubbish bins = the brush-tailed possum foraging at the rim of the 
caip~fire light. We saw a sacred kingfisher catching his tea, many 
cilvereyes and yellow-breasted robins ~ had to watch you did not wal’: 
on a Blue wren. There were _two pairs of birds we had to observe 
closely to distinguishbetween them -- the first pair were blue-winged 
cappots and cicgant parrots. :The second pair were the white-browed 
cepub wren and the shy hylecola. 


contd..pp 7 
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WALKING IN LOWER GLENELG AND MT.RICHMOND NATIONAL PARKS contd. 
LLL He 


We observed a total of 44 species of -birds. ‘including a crested 
shrike-~ tit, nankeen night heron and black~ eared, cuckoo. 


We were puzzled by one bird which sang principally. at. first apis 
high up in the foliage with a sweet voice similar tora gréy “thrush- 
his song was just three syllables ~ wee-err-wick : the middle one 
was lower than the start, with the end one rising rapidly to a hig! 
pitch: the song was repeated for at least half an hour at about. ee 
intervals. ’ Do- you recognise the singer ? ie Ae fi 


The week went quickly, we packed up on Friday, stayed with 
friends at Portland over night, and came home SEN SSEGIERY aften ‘a very 
enjoyable holiday. , 


din’ Florence Blecher 


AUSTRALIA WEEKEND ~ '88.- 


Well, another long weekend at our comfortable school camp amone 
the trees has come and gone. I surprised myself by arriving in Heyfiel¢ 
by 9.30 on a lovely morning. there I linked up with, Joan:from | 
Bairnsdale and we drove in tandem toward: Glenmageie for morning tea 
along the lake.’ Lunch was taken in welcome shade beside the river 

at ge for the sun was: thot on the driver's’ side. as.we drove alonz. 


On Friday night our “piverside was. calm and. peaceful,” in’ contrast 
to: ‘the béedlam of saturday night when the campers: celebrated.’ 
eEngey. morn was quiet again as a giant hangover enveloped the «camps. 


: Being such a hot’ ‘dry ‘January | the dust lay thick on the roadside 
veretamien until’ a shower washed it all clean and sparkling again. 
As we léft on monday morning I marvelled at the beauty of this forest 
road, flanked by arching gums that dangled enormous conical candlebras 
of the Box Mistletoe. All the way down the country alternates between 
these soft green flats and the harsh red rocky-rises. Before the roz2d 
climbs out of the Macalister Valley it passes: through a remnant of 
vainforest jungle at the. foot. of a cliff, with vistas of the river 
sparkling over its stony bed. (6 An awkward place to park. ) 


Fossicking in my bag of*samples that evening at thompsonvale i. 
recognised the Gipsywort , a riverside. plant of the Mint :family, 
with serrated leaves and whorls. of tiny’ flowers... piste smells onc antiing 
like mussels that have been ‘open in the sun too. long. You Will ofind 
it in the books under Lycopus australis. Translated, Lycopus means 
wolf's foot, but personally I cannot see the resemblance! 

The very ornamental River Lomatia, Lomatia mypicoides, was there too, 
where the river below the camp strikes the high’ ved ‘Gliffs and is, 
deflected. Clinging to these cliffs was a:curious tufted: grass, _ 
rather aromatic, with oat-like seed: heads bent backwards’ down the 
stems. Looking this one up we found. it was Barbwire- Grass, a name 
_which suits its knotty séeds perfectly. Its proper name is Seem 
daunting, cymbopogon refracta, but it translates very descriptively 
as " boat shaped beard bent backwards ". Botany on the High Plains, 
as well as birds, will, I hope, be handled by other scribes. 
Meanwhile, thankyou so “much LOnmcia cemlOVeINiaWweekKeNCemilsisiccls sels c cies 


Elien Lyndon. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD HARCH- 23rd 1988. 
Nine members present. six apologies. 


Letter from Bairnsdale F.N.C. re combined excursion October 8th. 
Ueeting place arranged. more details later. 


Duck survey. Decided that a mid-season count be arranged. 


Cheistmas Breakup. will be at Bundilla at Caolville the property of 
the Ringins. Ofirer of a working bee prior to the date has been 
accepted. No date arranged for working bee. 


FYanance Books closéd- for auditing. Accounts presented for payment 
Donation Vie. Conservation Trust $50.00, Australia Post $23. 00 (P.0.Ro7) 
Bus Trip $315. 00 


Conrespondence. Australian Wildlife Fund re Koala stamp issue. 
East Gippsland Coalition re National Parks Boundaries. 
Gippsland Investment € Taxation re services. 
L.V.Astronomical ° Society re meeting 11th April . 
¥..V.W.S.B. re details of Naturalist. City of Moe re Office Bearers. 
“Weet Gippsland Tree Group- copy of minutes. 
C.C.¥.re Political Statements ; Flora & Fauna Guarantee. 
Le tter to be sent to Leader of Opposition re above. 
/<inberly: Pursuits" re Trail Riding (W.A.) 


Publications received. Geelong Naturalist, Victorian Naturalist, 
Nature Territory (i.T. NAturalist), SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. 


Name Tags. Mrs Crane presented all material relating to the name tars. 
She was thanked’ for her ‘efforts over the years in making these nane 
tags for members. Mrs’ NOrma Rees has offered to take over this duty 
‘in the future ~ > Brremieou Norma. 


Discussion re Anntal ieeting. and nominations , hoping that general 
members would have some nominations for office bearers. 

The Editor’ announced that this would be the last year she would be: 
doing: 4the--Naturalist. After 18 years I feel it is time for a chanze, 
new approach’ » new ideas CtC...:.+- : 


Cons servation Co- ~ordinator. - 


Tarba ‘bulga Nat.Park. Comments have been sent. 

Plant and Tree list, Bird list. 5 surveys of Latrobe River ‘sent to 

Ross Seott’, Mid cippsland River Management Board. ; 

Attend Seminar in Bairnsdlae Sept. Water Resources “Planning for the 

Future!. 

ue Vall reported that the Landscape : Committee is now known as Latrobe , 
Latidscape Consultative Committee now under the gus pices: of the 

Loar Regional Commission. . 


The next Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday April 20th at 
yiiCA rooms MOrwell at 7.30 pm. 
embers interested in Club Business are welcome to attend these meetings. 
‘he business meetings are not- exclusive, but much of te business 
cannot be discussed at general meetings (takes too much time). 


uppen Roster April 22nd. 2 _Dulcie Sambell 
“Beatrice Roberts. 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


CLUB. HON SECRETARY. MEETING. 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. Mrs G.Trainor 7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
2 Laburnum St. each month at 
Morwell 3840 Reg.Education Centre 
Ph. 343659 Kirk Street Moe. 

SALE F.N.C, Mr.D.C.Macreadie 8.00pm. on Ist Friday 
Stoney Creek Road each month. Room 13 
Cowwarr 3857 Continuing Education 
Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 

Sale. 

WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mir. F. Hanley Monthly Excursion 

9 Princes Highway 


Varracul 3820 Contact Secretary. 


Ph. 056 23 2747 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Pauline Tully 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 


Waddell's Road each month at 
Nicholson 3882 C.W.A.Hall 
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a 
COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.iInc. 


leeting: Friday iiay 27th 

Speaker: Ross Scott “Gippsland Rivers" 
Excursion: Saturday liay 28th to River areas 
Meeting Place: Traralgon in carpark behind Tyleré 


Tipping building (opp.iicDonalds) 
at 9.30 am. é 
Bird Group.Meeting Monday June 6th 
; Morwell National Park. 
Meeting PLace: M.N.P.Carpark at 10.00am. 


Please note subject of talk May 27th. 
‘Importance of saving our rivers? 


eS EEE EEE dE EIS SnSSISESSSS SSIs SESS 


Warragul F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 
ee 
TREESDS OF MT WORTH PARK. 


Action Days 3rd Sunday of month. 
Sontact J.Brooks for details 056 231563 


Friends of MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 
vieeting June 12th. at 4.00pm. 
Meeting Place: Roundabaut at end of Tebb Tce. 
Speaker will talk about history of Billy's Creek. 
Spotlight walk in Billy's Creek.B.Y.0.BBQ tea. 
Contact Gail 221478 or Yvonne 222567 


em ee EEE EEE EES EENEnE NI RnSENnREERnERnEEDS 


A.C.F.Local Group/ 

Meeting: 2nd Wednesday of month 
MIgrant Resource Centre 
George St.Morwell. 


sn Evan yn NESE NnENnNESEnEEEREEEEEREnEnnn 
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a 
BUGS ON SUNDEWS. 


In the May.1985 issue of the Latrobe Valley Naturalist I had 
an article: about tiny insects on Drosera binnata. I mentioned these 
insects to Mrs Jane Calder’ when she was with the Club and she sugges- 
ted the inse cts may be netreating from the gland area to cover them- 
selves with a substance that resists the sticky Smarr Bee AAAS is 
another thought instead of cleaning themselves. - 


Recently | t had the opportunity to send-a print copy. ‘Of. ae ‘slide 
to the Muséum. Mr. Walker, assistant Curator OF Entomology, identified 
the insect as a true bug with the illustrious name of Cyrtopeltis 
droserae or perhaps C.russelli. He also suggested that the insects te 
Saw were apparently immature as the adults are a dull tawny grey 
colour not the bright green and red of our specimens. 

Mp Walker also included. a photostat of the relevant section” “£pom 
“The Insects of Australia. by CSIRO. I quote the section .' Miridae 
is one of the largest families in Heteroptera! '_(true “bugs with diff. 
erent pairs of wings) ' The sub-family Phylinae has 16 Australian 
species. Two south-western Pacific species of Dicyphini, Cyrtopeltis 
droserae and C.russelli are adapted for survival on the sticky leaves 
of sundew (Drosera) and suck the bloods 08: -insects trapped by Bose 
plants”, | 


lir Walker had no information @t the linge on the reason for — 
the unsects ability to walk over’ the Sundews. It probably is’ not Knoun 
as the reference glossed’ over ‘these details. 


Apparently there are,several types of insects that Seaptleetis “ened 
food sources afforded by the. iprey of carnivorous plants without being 
trapped themselves. chee a 


Bon jeaneoet 
ate ~ J 38) ‘SPTBERS. 


During our visit to Eltham one of our members Found ; a einen 
that I have never seen before, it was a lovely autumn browny gold 
colour; about 1.5 cm across its back, and its legs which were mottled 
red and brown were: pulled in close. to its, body. After looking at it 
closely, Ii decided to: look at the underside, carefully turning it 
over I was! startled to see part of the abdomen was coloured jet black 
(shield,or badge shape) with two enormous white spots (like cats eyes) 
ev dengey a warning sigh to predators. I replaced the spider under 
-1¢ leaves. Upon referring to my: books I identified the’ spider as 
Bevonminiee to the family Spareeeuine (Huntsman spiders) genus Olios..\ :. 
Common Name Badge Spider. wa 
“eference Books :. - Spiders of Australia Barbara York Main. 


Spiders — -. Barbara York Main 
Australian Spiders John Child. bay fst 
ous aerate Pi i See is } ; avipe marae Siege 
oo Peg Wall.:x. 


a oe a) 


Mave you a Club BAdge? You may have noticed some mennenan wearing . 
this badge which has the club emblem the Flying-duck Orchid:as' a 
feature. We urge all mémbers to obtain a badge as we. had to order 
3. considerable number afd there a lots in reserve. 

the Treasurer Mrs Stewart has the badges and she etary has them 
at general meetings. Cost $4.00 
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oF: 
THE ELTHAM COPPER BUTTERFLY. 


Utilising a series of colour slides, entomologist Michael Braby 
gaue the well attended February 1988 meeting of the L.V.F.N.C. an 


interesting talk on the Elthan copper butterfly,Paralucia pyrodiscus 
lucida which is a rare sub species of the dull coppes butterfly. 

This uncommon small brightly. coloured butterfly is endemic to 
Eastern andj outh Eastern Australia. e 


The species ais currently divided into two sub species: 
1. Paralucia, pyrodiscus (dull Copper) which extends from Central / 
gas -ensland to Eastern Victoria around Nowa Nowa, and 
Paralucia pyrodiscus lucida (Eltham copper) which is more restric. 
tive in distribution and geographically separated. 
atte main distribution between the two sub species is in ene extent 
nd variability of copper scales on the hindwings of the males. | 
The hindwing of the male P.p.lucida has a well defined bright - peta 
of co-pery scales which is consistent from specimen to specimen 
whereas the hindwing of the male ?P. pyrodiscus has an ill defined» 
central copper area which varies from specimen to spécimeén. 
“OWeVeD , further study is: SeCUIRES to clarify the taxonomy of the sub 
species. 
Both sub species ‘occur in very localised closed colonies. The” ry 
butterfly being. highly sedentary, remains in close proximity to the 
only known - host plant Bursaria spinosa( sweet bursaria). 


The ‘known diecribution of the eltham copper butterfly is limited 
to: KIATA, approximately 10 km West of Nhill where Several large 
stable colonies exist in a bushland reserve. 

CASTLEMAINE where only one colony is known to exist. in a reserve in 
the district... 

ELTHAM - GREENSBROUGH where eight colonies are known to ontien: Bae aaa” 
are at serious risk of extinction because of urbanisation. 


~All colonies of P.p.lucida_ occur in box-stringybark open. forest 
(Eltham-Greensbrough) or box-yellow gum woodland (Castlemaine ° Kiata) 
in which the understory .is open and grassy. All sites are well drained 
and near lielbourne, most colonies occur in elevated areas, NEBL 
on relatively dry northern aspects of sentle slopes. 


Eggs of Paralucia p.-lucida are mainly deposited on the host plant, 
Bursaria spinosa, singly or in small groups on the under surface of 
leaves and on the bark, usually near the ground. On odd occasions 
eggs may be laid on the upper surface of leaves and stem or on leaf 
litter near the base of the host plant. 


The larvae feed at night in the foliage of sweet bursaria and 
appear to have a specific, probably obligatory association with two 
species of ants belonging to the genus Notoncus emery.the ants which 
attend P.p.lucida in the Eltham district is N.enormis Szabo. 

At Kiata the ant is a different but closely related species 
N.ectatommoides. At the base of the host plant the ants construct a 
small nest in which the larvae shelter gregariously during the day, 
the larvae being invariably found resting in the main root. The number 
of larvae occuringon a given plant varies between one and twenty, but 
usually five to ten are found, 


contd pp 3 
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THE ELTHAM COPPER _ BUTTERFLY “contd. . 


Little. is known about the ant- larvae relationship. it is assumed 
both species; benefit from. the relationship with the ants eating a 
chemical or sugar secretion from posterior segments of the larvae. 

In return the ants probably provide the protection of the nest and 
assist in the ‘movement of larvae between the nest and. foliage. 


Larvae generally pupate in the ants nest. The pupae being attached 
to the main, root or stem of the host plant. 


The adult flight period at Eltham is from early. December to late 
liarch with the greatest activity during late December. In hot ctep. drier 
areas the flight period may commence in November,. Butterfly activity 
appears to be limited to sunny, usually warm periods, or if cloudy © 
to very warm or hot conditions. Adults usually fly low to the ground - 
in close proximity to the host plant and settle frequently on grass, 
leaf litter, bare ground and small shrubs. As the butterfly usually 
settles with the wings closed or near closed the camouflaged UC ae 

cide of the wings make it difficult to detect the butterfly: against 
the background litter. 


The Eltham. copper has one generation per year if it over winters 
in the larval. stage and the adults appear mainly during the ‘SuMMEY 


The larvae. appear to’ be restricted to a low growing form of 
Bursaria spinosa. The effect of foliage consumption (grazing) by the 
larvee and the possible impact of ant colonies on the root system 

nay restrict the growth of host plants. Larvae are capable of compl- 
etely defoliating small bursarias. Feeding activity of larvae is 
confined to the milder weather of late summer, autumn and spring. 

They do not fééed on cold,wet nights. During winter when the larvae 
are largely- inactive ‘in the ant's nests the defoliated bursarias . 
produce vigorous” ‘new growth and by spring when the larvae. become 
active again the’ bursarias are completely regenerated. It is presumed 
small plants are preferred because of the reduced ucivellutng between 
foliage and nest. : 


The eltham--Greensborough colonies are under sérious threat because 
of the subdivision of land: council activity ‘in firé prevention and 
slashing and weed invasion. 


An active, community fund raising committee: has been established 
to raise the large sum of money (approx. One» ‘million dollars) needed 
to buy back subdivided land at elthan which provides | habitat Boe the . 
two major colonies of eltham copper butterfly. ° 
Donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductable and may Be sent e0 


Victorian ConservationTrust (Butterfly appeal) 
c/o/ANZ Bank 950 Main Rd. Eltham 3095. 


The attentive audience thanked Michael for enlightening us after his 
somewhat traumatic car trip from Eltham.(the joys of motoring) 


John Mewett. 


‘. donation has been sent from the Club to the Butterfly appeal. 
The surplus money from the bus trip made the donation possible. 
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EXCURSION TO ELTHAM AND BANYULE FLATS RESERVE 27/2/88. 


In ideal weather a coachload of Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists 
and friends travelled to Eitham in the hope of sishting the elusive 
Eltham Copper Butterfly Paralucia pyrodiscus lucida “shining fire 
dise of light". 

“e enjoyed morning tea at Wingrove Park, on the now dry Diamond 
Creek, Eltham with its beautiful back cround of sums which included 
‘anna Gum Eucalyptus virtaalis and River Red Gum E.camaldulensis. 


At this point Elaine Braby who with other interested local people 
was to lead the morning's activities, addressed our reclining group 
on the battle to save the Eltham Copper Butterfly. 


Birds sighted in the park included: Rainbow Lorikeet, Galah, 
Spotted Pardalote, Grey thrush, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Silvereye, 
Kookaburra, domestic Pigeon, Magpie, Mudlark. 


The morning excursion took in the nearby subdivided remnant bush 
ijand at Diosma Rd.Eltham, which is the major local habitat of the 
butterfly. The enthusiastic group with a lot of local assistance 
failed to find the butterfly but did find eggs and larvae on leaves 
of the localised dwarf form of Sweet Bursaria Bursaria spinosa which 
is the only known foodplant of the butterfly larvae. ; 


Bart Sterkenburg was caught photographing butterflies out oF 
season and faces a heavy penalty which is yet to he decided? 


Just to tease the group there were plenty of butterflies flitting 
about but they were all the wrong sorts. Actually they were very brave 
butterflies facing up to such aninvasion of their habitat. 

Perhaps the eltham Copper is more timid. 


Some of the trees and plants growing in this bushland included 
the obvious Bursaria spinosa, Red Box,Eucalypt polyanthemos, Yellow 
Box E.melliodora, Red, Stringybark Eucalyptus macrorhyncha, Cherry 
Ballart Exocarpus cupressiformis, Clematis microphylla, Dianella 
revoluta, Slender Dodder-Laurel Cassytha glabella, Cassinia longi- 
folia, Billardiera scandens amd Acacia gfenistifolia. 


A relaxed lunchbreak was taken in the picnic area of Banyule 
Flats Reserve. Doug WEstern of the Warringal Conservation Society 
who led the afternoon excursion in the Reserve gave the group inform- 
ation on the history of the area. In 1970 the Warringal Conservation 
Society was able to save the wetlands of the reserve from being 
curned into five playing fields. In a compromise only two playing 
fields were constructed. Doug indicated points of interest and provided 
= few anecdotes as we strolled through this delightful area made 
more .so by the glorious weather. The only thing approaching stren- 
nous activity this afternoon was a rather laid back cricket match 
nearby. 


Our birdos had a good workout observing the birds in and: over 
the wetlands, especially around the Billabong. Six stately Australian 
'elicans stole the show with their fine airborn display; the RAAF 
has nothing to matchthese magnificent birds... es 


& 


contd pp 5 
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EXCURSION TO ELTHAM AND BANYULE FLATS RESERVE contd... 
Bird List for Banyule Flats Reserve 27.2.88 


Goldfinch, Starling, White--faced Honeyeater, Silvereye, 
White-plumed Honeyeater, Common Myna, Australian Pelican, 
Thornbill, White~backed Magpie, White Ibis, Brown Goshawk, 
Blackbird, Masked Lapwing, Black-fronted Dotterel, Black Duck, 
Wood Duck, Large Black ‘ormorant, Itudlark, 3White-eyed Duck, 
Chestnut Teal, Dusky Moorhen, Australian Coot, Black Swan. 


‘After saying goodbye to our leader doug Western and the good 
people of the Warringal conservation society and Montmorency Field 
Naturalist club who accompanied us for the day our sun tanned and 
-vatified group made their way back to the Latrobe Valley wher:. the 
coach shed them in dribs and drabs along the length of the Valley 


John Mewett. 


A'BIRDO DAY‘WITH A DIFFERENCE. 


On MOnday iiay 4th we arrived at the Blue rock Dam to meet 
‘ips Norma Rees our leader. t he had arranged with Mr Colin Price 
the Ranger, a surprise visit ti the @ontrol Room of the Dam. 


We assembled at the wall of the dam. Colin then took us to the 
control station where we viewed the Turbine and various pumps plus 
their controls. In a small room we saw a panel showing the layout of 
the various outlet regulating valves and pumping equipment. 

From this point we proceeded to the tunnel that was originally the 
diversion and now carries the 1600mm Main Pipe from the Intake Tower 
to the Pumping Station. 


We all walked to the end of the tunnel which was 283 metres 
long and ends beyond the Intake tower under the Lake. 


At the conclusion of this tour we thanked Colin. NOrma then led 
us to the picnic spot for lunch and we spent the afternoon bird 
Watching | aces 

Thanks Norma for a lovely surprise ' Birdo Day’. 


Jim Wall. 


BIRD INTEREST NOTES. 


On 23.3.85 ,at about 8.30 am I saw a Black-shouldered Kite 
hovering. A quarter-hour, later it was sitting on a post devouring 
its prey; then it remained there, apparently feeling sated. 


A further quarter hour later it was still there; but, to ny 
amazement, with a Willy Wagtail flying round it and briefly sitting 
on the fence to either side at perhaps 10 feet, or even less, dist- 
ance from it, the Kite seeming to take no notice. 


Was the Wagtail seeking flies attracted by the Kite's prey - 
or for what reason was it in such close association with a bird that 
vould be expected to be its potential enemy ? 


Honor Crane. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD APRIL 20th 1988. 


Sight members present. 
Report on Duck Survey- There were far less “target ducks‘ seen and 
the normal pattern of birds was disturbed. 


Appointment of P.Rayment and M.Marschalek ratified officially. 
Details of i May excursion arranged. 


Finance Balance $1242.11. Accounts for payment. a 
Contact Stationery $117.18 Orchid Books $166.50 Postage $70.00 
Vic.Nat.Parks books $80.00 Hall Hire 3 months $30.00 Dymo Machine 
Deposit Bus trip. $35.00 


Corgespondence. Burrendong Arboreteum Association requesting support 
Jeff Kannett(Leader of Opposition) re Flora & Fauna Guarantee B11. 
Bairnsdale F.N.C. re joint excursion 8th October 

‘inutes C.C.V. meeting ~ Draft Fire Policy and Readside Reserves. 
Friends of Morwell NAtional Park Newsletter 

City of Maryborough re “Aboriginal Heritage Experience” tour. 
National Library re films and charges. 

Vic. Nat.Parks. Association re books. West Gippsland trees group re 
minutes. Australian Democrats re Nuclear Weapons (political) 
Brochure from Dept.Water Resources re Workshop in May. 
Publications received » N.E.NAturalist (Tas) Northern Territory 
Naturalist SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. 


Letters of thanks to ‘N.Braby P.Noonan. 

Bus Trip details June 24th. to Schools ilursery cost $10.00 
please give names to hM.Marschalek at next meeting. 

TIGER tigon 8am. Morwell 8.15 . Moe 8.30 am. 


Mr Rod Ineoll has indicated he wishes to talk to us re fire peactices 
He will be invited to address the business meeting in May. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. Report on seminar “Planning for the Future: 


The next business meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th May at 
YMCA Rooms MOrwell at 7.30 pm. 


Supper Roster May 27th - Jessie Burns Dorothy Farrow 


Please Note that ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE. You will be 
deemed to be unfinancial if fees are not paid before June which is 
3 months after they are really due. Naturalist cannot be sent to 
unfinancial members. It would be appreciated if you could check if 
vou have paid or not. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETATLS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS 
CLUB. HON. SECRETARY. MEETING. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Inc. 


Mrs G.Trainor 7.30pm.on 4th Friday 
Ph. 343659 each month at 
P.O0.Dox 1205 Reg.Education Centre 


MORWELL 3840 Kirk Street MOE 


SALE .F.N.C. lip. D.C.liacreadie 8.00pm. on lst Friday 
Stoney Creek Pd. each month. Room 13 
COWWARR 3857 Continuing Education 


Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 
SALE. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr F.Hanley Monthly excursion 
9Princes Highway 


Warragul 3820 Contact Secretary. . 
Ph. 056 232747 


BATRNSDALE Pye NiiGe Beth Isakson — 
10 Cumming Street 8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
Paynesville 3880 each month at 


C.W.A.Hall 
BALRNSDALE. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Due March 3ist Payable to Hon.Treasurer Mrs A.Stewart 
P.O.Box 169 
Newborough 3825. 
HATURALIST $8.00 FAMILY $12.00 SINGLE MEMBER $ 10.00 


Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 
LATROBE VALLEY NATWRALIST is the official publication of the 
LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB Inc. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
Members of all Clubs and should be addressed to 


Hon.Editor 
Mes. L.Long 
99 Chamberlain Road 
Newhorough 3825. 


 ————————— 
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COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 
feeting: 


Friday June 24th 
opeakenr: 


Me Ken HArris. 
Grampians and the Flinders Ranges 
Saturday June 25th 
Morwell Mational PArk. 
ii.N.P. Carpark at 10.00 am’ 
More details listed on Page 1. 


Ereursion: 
lieeting Place: 
Sind Group. 


“eeting: 
“.eeting Place: 


Honday July 4th 
Crinigan Road Reserve at 10.00am 
Will visit Hazelwood POndage later. 


Leader » Eric Lubcke 


A 


Contact Secretary for details. 


®RTENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK. 


“ction days 3rd Sunday of month. 
Coatact J.Brooks for details 056 231563 


“RTENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 


iieeting Sunday July 10th. Foster's Gully picnic area at 10.00am 
“hin pines and remove regrowth by hand or slash. 


A.C.F.Local Group. 


Meeting: 2nd ‘lednesday of month 


liigrant Resource Centre 
George St.?Orwell. 


ESSN 1030-5084 
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AN EXPERIENCE WITH A WHITE-EARED HONEYEATER. 


On Sunday ,6th December 1987 I was dawdling along at the end of 
@ group of people who were about half way on a walk from licunt St. 
Qyuinear Car Park to Mount Erica Car Park when a White~eared Honey~ 
eater provided some novel entertainment. 


Pam Petschack, wearing a brown and white woollen hat ,:. was 
malking approximately 10 metres in front of me when the honeyeater 
alighted on her hat and proceeded to pluck white wool from it, ignor- 
ing the brown wool. I informed a rather nonplussed Pam, who had 
stopped, of what the bird was about. Neither my voice or my walking 
UCTS Pam deterred the bird in its industrious pursuit of wool., 


The only diversion was when it checked out my head for nesting 
“terial or food, fortunately it found neither and returned to its. . 
Speak on Pam's ASE with occasional flits to a nearby tree. 


, Another White-eared Honeyeater paid close attention to nRagesaa 
; but. took no part in activities. We presumed the active party 

c the female and the inactive bird was the male ¢ sO different to 
the human condition, or is it?). 

We tared@ or the yact tivity first and moved off leaving Pam! Ss assailant 
with a beak full of wool. “, 


it was somewhat. chastening to find that according to Nevill 
avley' s " WHAT BIRD IS THAT * this apparently unusual incident 
“s not so unusual at all during breeding season. 


John Mewett. 


XTRACT-. ERO, A LETTER. 


i Perhaps cia told you. of two interesting nests we found this year- 
a grey thrushe's ine mailbox, end a swalléw's nest .on top of a man’s 
felt hat. It was quite. deldentful ta find both contain er¢gs-again 
this spring, so they -have continued with: ‘their unusual nesting sites. 


_ Borothy: Hanslett. 


‘7 
SU2SCRIPTIONS. HAVE YOU PAID YOURS?,If not it would be appreciateu 
Tf the Treasurer received your _ remittance without further delay. 

Any unfinanéial members will receive a notice, in this issue of L.V. 
Voturalist. We allow.3 months for people to-become financial. 

‘@ are not permitted to post our publication to. unfinancial members . 


>s. 
DetaLls of June’ Excursion. if at is anticipated that we walk Foster's 
Cully in the morning where it is hoped:'we may see Lyrebirds® and 
Tungi. After lunch in the carpark we hope to visit the Bilty's. 
Creek area, which is in the latest additions to the Park. 


‘fF you cannot attend in the morning think about coming for the 
afternoon activities. 


SscnnTnETnETTnETnETEIIET SEITE nn nnn nnn EE EnEaEE ESE 
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A WORLD BENEATH YOUR FEET. 


Preliminary Information. 


Jack Lewis of Inverloch assembled a high quality scientific 
collection of sea shells in the 1970's. His Victorian cabinet is one 
of the finest private collections in the State. 


After his death in 1877 the collection was purchased as a tourist 
traction for the region and is run by aShell Trust of district 
Fi 


Trust penbense particularly Rex and Joy Bowman, have upgraded 
the collection and added many highly prized specimens. Don't leave 
without seeing the golden Cowrie and the Star of the Sea Cone? 


The Molluses(seashells) are one of the largest and most widely 
Gistributed major groups of the Animal Kingdom. Experts estimate that 
there are some 100,000 different species with countless billions 
individuals in many specific groups. They range in size from the 
eicantic Clam Shells of the Great Barrier Reef down to the unseen 
mleroscopic specimens on our sea shores. 


y ’ 


Seashells live,grow, feed and reproduce as other animals but 
ter their own particular fashion which often varies between major 
Sais, By far the most predominant classes are the Gastropods, the 
coiled shells like Cowries and Cones, and the Bivalves, the 2 piece 
shells like Oysters and Mussels. 


Andersons Inlet ia an ideal collecting area - if you know where 
to look and don't expect miracles. Of the 3,000 or so victorian 
species, I'd say, almost 70% of them can be collected within 30kms 
from where we now stand .(INverloch) 


Special thanks to the Shell House workers for letting us exam-~ 
ine their collection, and to the Principal and staff of Korumburra 
High for the use of their facilities. 


Peter Noonan. 
Peter was the leader for the March excursion to Inverloch ets. 


The Inverloch Environmental Centre has an excellent display and 
facilities at their premises at Inverloch. : 


HiICROSHELL EXCURSION INVERLOCH KORUMBURRA 26th MARCH 1988. 


iiembers met on a very hot morning at the Information Centre at 
Zilverloch for this fascinating 3 stage excursion arranged for us by 
Peter Noonan of Korumburra. He titled the excursion 
A WORLD BENEATH YOUR, FEET. 


Stage 1. was an inspection of the Shell House in the Information 
Centre and a talk on shells by Peter in which he explained to us the 
classification of shells and shell collectors (Malachologists and 
Conchologists). He showed us a variety of shells found locally from 
some quite large and easily seen along the seashore to those ina 
circular plastic container 2.5cem diameter by lem deep where there 
were some 500 microshells! 


Stage 2. The collecting of micro-shells from Anderson's Inlet. 
his was a gentle walk to the shore above Inverloch Jetty where Peter 
showed us the special sand where microshells are found. 


contd...pp 3 
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MICROSHELL EXCL..GION. . catteontd... 


This is the sand, dry in appearance, which is left at the high tide 
line on the gently sloping beach, and the sand lighter in colour 
wiere it had dropped in the valleys of the ripple marks left as-the 
tide receded, He showed us how to collect small quantities of these 
sands which he suggested we dry in the sun over lunchtime. 


We then strolled back along the beach to collect our lunches 
whieh we ate in the shade of the Coastal Tea-tree at the top of the 
first dune. This dune has been retained by a barrier of bluestone 
spaulls placed over a "plastic"carpet to halt the erosion which had 
occured over the last 14 years. From our elevated position we were 
able to view the idyllic scene before us...goiden sand, blue water, 
moored fishing vessels beyond the sand bars of Anderson's Inlet with 
Point smythe and Venus Bay as the backsround beneath a clear blue sky: 
In the trees behind us Grey Fantails were busy and on the sand bars 
were both Silver and Pacific Gulls, some: Pied Cormorants and one lonc 
‘hite-faced Heron. : Bay toe es 


Stage 3. The examination of sifted shell fragments at Korumburra 
“ich School. We drove to Korumburra via the Kongwak Road with a stop 
at the Lookout for wide views over the surrounding countryside. 
Coaeme Rowe told us of the geological history of the area we could 
see surrounding the uplifted horst block where the lookout is situated. 
To the South-east Anderson's Inlet with the dunes between the inlet 
end the sea formed the border of the coastal plains which stretched 
below us crossed the Powlett River. Beyond Kilcunda to the South~ west 
Cape Yoolamai on Phillip Island was visible, while to the North the 
strzeleckis merged into the distant haze. 


At Korumburra High School Peter had set up sufficient student micro- 
scopes for us to find our microshells. He first demonstrated how to: 
sieve.the sand, separate the shells with a probe, then lift each 
individual shell with a shaped and moistened match stick:on to the 
class dish. He then let us try. 


Many were the the cries of delight as we discovered the shining 
beauty of minute shells and tiny forams (mercedes logo or coiled 
shape). Finally Peter visited each microscope in turn to identify our 
finds and discover who had won the competition for 8 shells. 

This honour was won by Bon and Olly with 11 shells one of which had 
an unusuak anticlockwise twist. ~~ 

Peter was then thanked for organising the day plus his inform- 
ative and humorous words on shells. After a refreshing cuppa beneath 


a tree in the schoolground, all departed for home after a most 
interesting excursion. 


Eulalie Brewster. 
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SEXUAL ENCOUNTERS OF TEE FLORAL KIND, 
ee Sh eo Film shown March 25th 1988. 


Flowers are designed fer Bex). in fart they.are the sex organs of 
plant. The female portion js the stigma which leads to gate, 
the male organs, are the anthers which carry the pollen. The pollen 
each species of plant is «: individual as human fingerprints. 
elf-fertilization can take place sometimes; but cross pollination 
necessary or preferred in most cases. The methods used to bridre 

ne gap between plants can be most fascinating. 
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The . photography | of the cloud of grass pollen dispersed by the 
wind was very descriptive. With millions of plants crowding for the 
services of insects, it pays to advertise with shapes,patterns,colours 
and indications of where exactly to go. Flowers pay for service usually 
with nectar. The Australian Tongue Orchid was one of the first plants 
to be identified as having a sexual attraction for insects and the 
“ipst botanist to understand it did not dare to publish the findings 
én Australian speciality is the Hamner Orchid with a shane beiliiant 
for coptlation with an insect. The female wasp is wingless and clips 
ur a plant and releases a perfume irresistible to the males who have 
wings to enable ‘them to find the females. The tonsue of the Hammer 
ohid is the shape of the female wasp and. the Flower even provides a 
‘ailar perfume. The orchid blooms + hile the male wasps are emergin 
ad before the females emerge. The tongue of the orenid hammers be 
nd forth as the insect treats it as a female wasp and in the proc 
he pillinea is attached to.the insect. The pollinea is removed whe 
he insect visits the next. orchid. the wasp is not fooled for more 
than a second if the female wasps are about. sO flowering time is, 
crucial. : 

In the rainforests of? buth Anenica; where. there is’ continuous 
mist, many species of orchids. grow. Each species is pollinated byonly 
one species of insect. The Bucket Orchid is pollinated by a beautiful 
irvridescent green bee. the orchid opens and drips fluid into the 
bucket and exudes a scent to attract these bees. The bees need the 
waxy substance, which they scrape off the flower, as an aphrodisiac. 
‘hen a bee falls into the bucket it discovers a tunnel to escape. 

Tn the tunnel it receives the pollinea and at the exit it is held in 
a vicelike grip until the pollen sac glue dries. When the bee arrives 
at another flower the pollen is removed by another device. If the bees 
disappeared or become scarce the orchid iteuedts disappear as EB has no 
other means of pollination. 
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Insects have to beware as they are being used and sometimes a 
casual encounter can lead to death. Some insects will cheat by enter- 
ing at the top of a bell and bypassing the system. Plants go to amaz- 
ing strategies to overcome this problem, e.g. Teasle has a water moat. 

frican Waterlilies are harmless to insects on the second day; 
Sut on the first day there is an awful need to kill. The pool in the 
centre of the flower looks like nectar but is poison and once in the 
hoverfly cannot get out as the smooth stamens are overhanging ~ so 
che insect Finally dies. During the night the flower closes up an. 
s the pollen off the fly. Flowers evolve certain characteristics 

special insects, e.g. night flowers for moths. Some flowere 
lease pollen when stimulated by ultrasonic vibrations; others, like 
eitalis, lure the bees to the bottom flowers first. Many desert 
ants rely on ants and so srow near the ground, the stems making 
vails for the ants. In these cases the flowers do not need to be 


lorful. 
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SEXUAL.ENCOUNTERS OF Tre FLORAL KIND. 


In. the. ‘fpeezing« arctiz.regions flowers abound in season. The 
Aretie Rose forms:a: ‘parabolic : “shape with its white- pétals SO that 
the reflection of the sun's vays concentraté in the’ eéntre of the” 
flower. thus visiting insects are warmed to sive them the* energy to 
fly % to the next flower. These flowers have rotating stems which allow 
them to track the ¢un for the whole 24 hours of sunlight. 


Pee COME. 


An Arum Lily .on an: uninhabited island of Sardinia in the Mediterr.. 


san has a-dark. columncwith many slippery” passages leadins down © to 
e base. of the flower from whence there is a real stench not’ e per- 
e. In the centre of the flower is.a ring of stiff hairs to prevent 
insect from escaping once inside. Of course this Flower, is pollina-. 
cod by blowflies and they go deeper and deeper into the flower past 

h the male and female organs. So brilliant is the deception that 
e flies even lay their eggs in the flower;but as there is no, food 
nthe emerging larvae they just die. the trapped flies will. Fertil 
e the female flowers if they are, carrying - pollen on. thein. bodies. 
n the second day the stamens burst open and shower the flies with. 
apes By the third day the SAAN flies can escape as the muernd- 


“hairs have now withered. Dix. : wee 
Not Bw ingects are “involved in pollination. Pig emy POSSEMS eat 
-ollen and are “one of a select band of pollinating monnals.. eee 
fome plants have flowers near the ground jnanging downwards, to make 


life easier for the pollinating mice. The Australian Honey Poasun thee 
“dapted to a honey or nectar diet Some eucalypts.. have copious. nectar 
the flowers hang down over other branches , Birds are attracted - 
heavy supplies of nectar. and hairy. ‘stems help as a perch, e.¢. 


= 


Die 
Nénzeroo Paws. Hunmins Birds in. Central America have a prodigicus » 
appetite for nectar. The photography in’ this. Sector vas beautiful. 


Some plants grow under water. The: Ribbon Veed has separate male 
and female plants. Female flowers growup untidthey rest on the > 
surface of the water while the male flowers’ consist ‘ofa flasak-like 
organ on the bottom of the ‘pond or stream.’ the flask bursts to release 

tiny sacs or male flowers to rise to the surface; but to’ evade the 
fish which eat: the flowers the sacs are released at’night. At the 
surface the male flowers open to expose the stamens and they float 
until they chance on the female flowers and then hey unite. ite fis ia) 
help in dispersing the seeds. aos : 


Not only was the commentary. of, the. film ven! fuser feelnva Buty ae 
photography was exceptional. It must. have. taken hours to get the poll-: 
inator and the flower co-operating to provide the. sequences. of the 

nant examples of pollination. in the ‘filn. os 


Bon Thompson. 


hi We ar rm aes 
This et CeTHSAe: film was Boeonnendéd to us by Jane Calder when’she 
POs to the Club last year. IT am sure we would never have imown iE 
t but forrher.s:% pee 3 yas io 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (6) ISSUE No 294 JUNE 1962 
tne 
REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD May 25th 1988. 


¢ members were present. The meeting was addressed by Rod Incoll 
from S.E.C.V. re our thoughts on burning off practices. 

é presented a proposition where the Club covld help in survey of 
specific areas in the future. 


Decision on covers for Naturalist, we are to accept L.V.Printers 
price. 

Fus trip to Werribee in November. Decided to ask for response at 
general meeting as this would be a rather long day in spite of the 
fact that we would visit one of the best bird areas in the State. 


Some members:expressed concern at the length of some of the club 
cutings. Decided to ask at meeting if people would be willing to take 
others in their cars on outings. P.Rayment to promote a list and 
await response. 

Finance.Cheque A/a $915.00 we have received grant of $700.00 for 
cnviponment expenses. Accounts for payment. Stationery $48.00 
2c, Libpary $6.00, Petty Cash $50/00, J.Purbrick $10.00 
sustralia POst to register Naturalist $40.00 


Conrespondence.A.C.F.re Raffle , Art Resource Collective re Art and 
Environment August 3rd. Australia Post re Registration. 

Sairnsdale F.N.C. re P.0.BOx. C.C.V re meeting 20th June. 

Letter from student re conservation (lirs Thompson to reply) 
-fustralian Democrats re Ozone Depleting substances, C.F.L.Sid 
Cowling ve meeting and hospitality, i1.Daev re Orchid books , 

- Extomological society of Victoria re Special Avard, F.0.M.il.P News- 
letter, Latrobe Regional Commission re Steps Ahead publication. 
“u.V..S.B.re NAturalist, Shire of Morwell re Office Bearers , 
‘tInistry of Planning &@ Environment re Grant received. 

Victorian Roadsides Committee re awards, Burnley Gardens students xv 
eequest for information, Victorian) Onservation Trust 1987 Report , 
D.S.I.R.(N.Z.) re Naturalist exchange. Students G.I.A.E. re use of 
waterways research, ‘lest Gippsland Tree Group minutes of meeting , 
SCAP Maroondah Group Newsletter, Vic. Naturalist, C.C.V.Environment 
Victoria, Report of /Rehabilitation Consultative Committee, 

Advice from the "Centre” Sale re bus trips. C.F.L.Varragul require 
bird list, Card from Bluchers heading West, details of Documentary 
about Lyrebirds. 

Conservation Co-ordinator 

Comment on draft of R.C.A. Roadside Management Guide. also comment on 
National Parks Bill passed in Parliament comparing alterations to 
L.C.C.recommendations. Comments on C.C.V.draft policy to N.Gri¢s. 
~vovided list of plants recorded by Club Members for management 
plans for Urella Reserve at Trafalgar. Investigated softwood plant- 
ings as requested by N.Grigs. Investigated intentions of Shire re 
exotic trees at Chester Park. Draft Submission on Latrobe Regional 
Environmental Policy and Land Use Policy available for comment by 
meeting. 

Represented Club at meeting with Narracan Shire on revegetation on 
_.Section Moe/Willow Grove road reserves.present at request of Dept. 
“Planning & Environment. : 

“The: next..Committee Meeting will be held on WEdnesday June 22nd at 
Z.i.C.A.Rooms Morwell at 7.30 pm. Any interested members are welcome 
to attend these meetings when all apsects of Club business is disc- 
ussed, This is a very important aspect of the Club. 


Supper Roster June 24th June Lubexe BonThompson, 
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COMING EVENTS. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.IN@. 


liceting, Friday July 22nd 

epeaken: iio Neville Penrose from CFL. 
"Salinity? 

Excursion: Saturday July 23rd to Lake 
Wellington Hinterland. 

leeting Place: Lake Gutheridge Sale near Police 


Station at 10.00 am. 
‘ping wet weather gear , morning tea and lunch. 
bird Group: 
Ware 


Neeting: Monday Ist august to Wirilda 
Testing Place: Tyers River bridge Yallourn North 


Tyers road at 10.00 am. 


CL ersten 
VARRAGUL F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


“Piends of Mount Worth Park 
“ction days 3rd Sunday of month. 


Contact J.Brooks for details 656 231563 


LL TO Nee 
Foiends of MOrwell NAtional Park. 
Sunday August 14th to Warrandyte State Park guided by friends of the 


Park. 
sleet at MOrwell Railway Station 8+80 am for car pooling. 


EEE 
/oC.F.Local group. 2nd Wednesday of the month 
iligrant Resource Centre 
George St. Morwell. 
TT 
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POSSESSION AND TRADE OF HILDLIFE IN VICTORIA. 
Talk by Sid Cowling 24/4/08 


Sid presented a very interesting and informative talk on a topic 
which he has spent a lot of his working life investigating. Sid has 
worked for 20 years in the Fisheries and Wildlife Department as 
Assistant Director of operations. When the Department of Conservation 
Forests and Lands was formed, Sid became the Regional lianager of the 
Varragul Region, until this region was combined with the Traraigon 
Region ‘in early 1987. Since that time Sid has been in Melbourne cond- 
ucting an enquiry into the possession and trade in wildlife. 
uc finished his study in October 1987 and was hoping the Minister would 
read the report and release it to the public hy early 1988. 

Mit OP BUNSREEY) the liinister only received the report in April and this 
cant that Sid could only talk about the issues reised, not about the 
nepouts recommendations. The report deals with possession and trade 
»~ commerce and recreation and excludes for scientific purposes. 
oF concern are private ZOOS , Taxidermists and aviculturalists.’ 


In Victoria, wildlife is defined as any native wildlife to 
Australia, its Territories or Territorial waters. This also includes 
introduced animals such as deer, pheasant and introduced quail. 
Setivities such as deer hunting, bird watching, etc. was formally 
scknowledged in Victoria in 1975. Each State has different laws relat-. 
ing to wildlife and this causes problems with: importing of animals 
fyom other States under section 92 of the Constitution. It is diffic- 
ult to determine if animals were illecally obtained in the first place 

hefore being imported. 


There are between 10-12 thousand licences in Victoria and this 
means there are very large quantities of animals involved. A study 
conducted 10 years ago over a five year period, into legally imported 
native birds revealled an average of 113,000 birds per year were 
imported while 8,000 were exported. This left a lons term nett import 
of over 100,000 binds, as trapping of birds for market was illegal in 
this State. Concern for what was happening to these birds resulted in 
the conclusion that people buying these birds did not know how to 
look after them and when they died, they went out and purchased more. 
The situation is different for skilled collectors as they are much 
more responsible towards. their stock. This creates the situation where 
it is difficult to discriminate between who will be a good collector 
and who will not be a good collector. 


The existing Laws are too complex and even the D/CFL have diffic- 
ulty in fully understanding them. Victoria, N.S.W. and S.A. are trying 
to simplify the laws to make it easier to administer and to put the 
onus onto people in the game, through increased penalties and incent-- 
ives to do it properly. 


Private zoos are another area of concern, as most people think 
keeping animals is very easy and cheap, and people will pay lots of 
money to come and look at them. The D/fFL recommends to people wishing 
to set up a priv ate zoo, that they leok at the Healseville sanctuary 
and its costs for food,labour,veterinary care care and providing 
enclosures that are both good for the animals and good to look at. 
me ee frightens a lot of people off the idea. There are lots 
of small zoos and only a small number of people who will visit zoos, 
née income from gate takings does not cover costs. the large zoos 
such as Melbourne,Sydney and “Healesville rely on government grants 
anu sponsorship arrangements. 

contd..pp 2 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (2) ISSUE No 295 JULY 1988 


POSSESSION AND TRADE OF WILDLIFE IN VICTORIA. contd. . 


At this point in the talk, Sid decided it was best to show us some 
slides that would help to describe and illustrate the topic. 


The first slide was of the Leadbeaters POssum. This raised the 
issue of captive breeding of endangered species. The most outstanding 
success in captive breeding have been by people acting in a private 
capacity. Such a person is Des Hacket ? in Blackburn who has bred many 
species of possum and gliders which ahve been released into the wild 
in D/CFL projects. This highlights that experts are born, not often 
made and ‘do not always work for organisations concerned with wildlife. 
Unfortunately people say “if Des can do it, why can't I?“ How do you 
tell if one person is going to be better than another ? It is relat~ 
ively easy to take a chance with a non threatened species, but entir- 
ely different to let people with an unknown track record to have a 
few individual animals of an endangered species. 


The secind slide was of the Little Falcon. In NOrth America the 
recolononisation in the North East by the Peregrine Falcon will only ° 
succeed by using the experiences of the Falconers. IN Australia there 
are only a few Falconers, but they are not officially recognised by 
the Government. 


The third slide was of the Lord Howe Island Wood Hen. Successful 
breeding of the species is due to the reduction in numbers of introd- 
uced animals such as pigs and rats on the island. The most successful 
captive breeding programs are those that take place at the site of 
the normal range of the species. 


The fourth slide was of a Deer. When deer farming was permitted 
in the 70's the deer farmers became upset at the requirement that 
they must obtain a licence to possess and trade deer. They. considered 
the deer should be treated the same as cattle and sheep. At that time 
<he Government felt that an exotic animal which was not extensively 
established anywhere in the State, without some minimum fencing stanc.. 
ards to lessen the chances of escapes. Of the few escapes that did 
occur they were caused by cut fences or opened gates by people other 
than the deer farmers.The State Government has relaxed theistandarcs 
as deer farmers have proven to be very possessive about their expens 
ive stock. 

The fifth slide was of a Koala. liost people accept that large zoos 
are going to look after Koalas in captivity, but are not so sure abou 
the ability of small zoos. Some private zoos oin Victoria have Koaias 
but they occur naturally and these zoos are not permitted to fence in 
these Koalas, to stop them leaving. 


: oo 


The sixth slide was of a small enclosure exposed to the weather, 
in Tasmania.It is impossible to legislate the minimum space require 
ments for birds. IF the animal enclosures appear to be poorly desirnedc 
for the animals, people will not return and will most likely tell 
their friends not to visit that zoo. 


The next three slides were of a Tiger swimming and walking. 
Zoos provide an excellent opportunity to display animals which you 
would not normally see and abso provides a means to bring the plight 
of animals to the public attention. The Pandas are an excellent example. 
Zoos should be integrated into wildlife conservation schemes. If the 
animals are presented to the public in enclosures similar to the 
animals natural environment, people will return to experience the joy 
of seeing the animal’ in its own habitat. 


contd..pp 3 
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POSSESSION AND TRADE OF WILDLIFE IN VICTORIA. contd. . 


The next three slides were of the White Dolphin. Marine féMmals 
fascinate most pepple and there is considerable opinion about whether 
they should be kept in captivity or not. In Victoria it is now illegal 
tc possess whales or dolphins. 
A very popular exhibit is the type which allows the animals to be 
viewed from the side or underneath. These types also give scientists 
the opportunity to study animal behaviour. 


The next two slides were of horses. Captive breeding provided 
the means to genetically alter a species. some decades ago an attempt 
was made to breed 4 more primitive horse by a series of back cross 
breeding exercises. Some people suggest horses are wildlife and should 
be fostered as they are part of our heritage, while others say they 
ape nasty exotics and should be removed. 


The next slide was of the Scarlet Ibis. Their food (small red crabs) 
is what gives them their colour. Many attempts have been made to breed 
Paes e birds but only one private individual has success tul ly bred 

m with the correct colour. 


The next slide was of an indoor exhibit in Frankfurt. these exhi ibit 
are popular. 


The next slide was of the old type of concrete and bars enclosure 
In Eastern Europe, if a zoo wishes to build a new enclosure, the 
staff have to provide 30% of the materials cost from their wages and 
also build it in their own time. It should be noted that some of 
these zoos are very successful in captive breeding. Zoos are trying to 
operate on captive breeding stock rather than iy on taking animals 
from the wild. . 


Eagle Owls were the next feature. A small private zoo in Belgium 
which specialises in water fowl, birds of prey and sea birds is succ- 
essfully breeding Eagle Owls and releasing them into the wild. 

This zoo traps all the sea birds it need in simmer and releases them 
in the winter, to avoid caring for them in the winter months. This zoo 
in 1978, had 278,000 visitors which is the same as for the iielbourne 
z00. Schools use this zoo as it has some of the last remaining salt 
marshes in Belgium. 


Another slide showed a new type of enclosure which caters for 
educational requirements. It showed a TV screen at the top of the 
exhibit and a bee hive at the rear of the exhibit. A TV camera was 
placed inside the hive and its picture was displayed on the screen. 


The next few slides showed how not to present animals. ONe of 
them showed how the enclosures habitat looked very false, due to art~ 
ifical feeding arrangements and trees protected by cages and pipes 

around them. 


The last slide was of a breeding enclosure for five species of 
‘enguin at the San Diego Sea World. the zoo sent research scientists 
te Antarctica for two years to study the Penguins. When they returned 
shey designed a freezer which included a swimming pool and a pebble 
EIS This recreated the natural environment and. resulted in a succ- 

ssful breeding program. This zoo also has a shark enclosure which has 
2 15 feet high by 40 ft long glass wall from which the public views 
the sharks. 
-contd...pp 4 
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POSSESSION AND TRADE | OF WILDLIFE IN VICTORIA. contd...” 


Sid then asked if we, had any questions we would like pared 
iow were the Lyrebirds introduced into Tasmania ? 
In 1928 a wealthy person in Victoria thought that Lyrebirds on the 
mainland were under threat of becoming extinct due to foxes, > and 
arranged for some Lyrebirds to be exported to Tasmania. Of the three 
elease sites chosen only one. was successful, and these birds are 
still managing to survive and do not look’ as though ey spread from. — 
the release site. 


Native birds and the black market ? : : 
Export would reduce the black narket, but it would still result tin the 
death of young birds as. a high mortality rate is unavoidable. It would 
be politically unpopular and non target species would slip into the 
trade. .The bulk of the birds trapped are for internal trade not 
export arid reptiles are a bigger problem than birds. If the internal 
Spade could be cleaned up, it would have the greatest impact on pro- 

tecting the natural. environment. 


_Are ‘there any Pheasants left in Victoria 2 
Probably not on the mainlamd but there are substantial Populations 
on the islands. The common Chinese Ring-neck Pheasant release in 
Victoria failed due to lack of feed or cover from predators. 


After this Sid was thanked for. his most enlightening talk with 
applause from all present and was handes a small girt from HAE Club. 


Heil 1 Grigg. 


SILVER FLAKES. 


on a wet day recently we ‘walked down the track to visit the 
"Ada Tree'. We noticed in the distance’ ‘what appeared to be silver 
flakes floating on the top of a puddle of water - on closer inspect 
ion the flakes turned out to be a small moth. The. upper wings- vere 
. satiny white, patterned with strong gold coloured geometric lines: 
>, the lower wings were just white, no markings. The body was white and 
- furry. 
Referring to books we found the moth peisuees to the family 
, Seometridae, genus Thaliana SD. bata 


reference books Australian Moths -I/F.B. Common 
MOths of Australia ~ Bernard D'Abrera. 


Jin Wall. 


ph fae 


fee readers aware that the Club has a history published in a small 
booklet. It was compiled by Mrs E.Lyndon of Leongatha a long time 
friend and member of L.V.F.N.C. This booklet outlines the first 
25 years of the Club and is interesting reading. ,copies may be 
optained from the Treasurer at general meetings. 


Also available to members is the Club Badge, you may have seen 
some of us wearing the badge at meetings. The badge is also available 
from the Treasurer at a cost of $4.00. 
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It has been reported at meetings that the editor of the Naturalist 
wishes to relinquish the position. We hope that there will be some 
person who can possibly fill this position. Perhaps a small run cown 
on the people who help to bring out the Naturalist might help. 

The editor receives all material for publication. Is responsible 

Sor the layout of pages, typing stencils reauired. 


The printer (Mr Ringin) receives stencils and prints the required 
number of copies on duplicator. The Club owns the duplicator. r 


Assembling and postege is attended to by Mrs Jessie Burns. 
She has willingly done this task for several years. 


Meanwhile the back covers have had addresses written on them by 
“ys Lubeke. She is always at least one month ahead with these. 
hrs Lubeke also keeps an eye on the unfinancial members as she is 
provided with lists by the treasurer as people pay their subscriptions. 


The editor would be pleased to hear from anyone who thinks they could 
help with the editing of the Naturalist. She has indicated that she 
“ill no longer continue in the position: after the Annual Meeting. 


if we do not have an editor we do not have a Naturalist. 
The rest of the page is blank as there is a severe shortage of small 


articles which would suitably fit the space. Could some of the 
~eaders help to provide some material please. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JUNE 22nd 1988. 


Philip Rayment will continue with a list of people who wish transport 
or who could offer transport for excursions. 


The Secretary will be absent until early October , contact Assista 
Secretary Marilyn Marschalek 271910 after 6. Dr if necessary. 
Details for July excursion finalised. ; 
ae Bank Balance $908.40. 
ccounts ;: VNPA (books) $43.59, Convery acon a/c $219.80 

Sree $6.80 Photocopy $8. 48. 

SESS Conta VNPA re publications , ACF re conference in Sydney 

7-S October. Australia Post re approval of L.V.Naturalist POstage. 
ec minutes, F.0.M.N.P. Newsletter , GIAE student re survey. 

sippsland Waters Coalition re organisation meeting July 8th. 

Some members will attend this meeting. 

warry Murphy M.L.C. re patch of heath at Yallourn turnoff as reported 
in local press and TV. This area will have a notice dissin the aree 
as a roadside conservation area. 


Shire of Morwell have advised of an increase in photocopy charges. 

“e have noted the increase and will try to reduce the charges. 

State Library re non receipt of Naturalist (they are on the list) 
City of Sale requesting Club information. Thorpe Publishing Group re 

details of Naturalist (they produce a book of publications) 

Vie.Cons.Trust thanks for dination for Butterfly Appeal. 


Publicatdons received. Geelong Naturalist, N.E.(Tas)Naturalist, 
Nature Territory ,SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. 

East Gippsland Coalition requested our mailing list but it was decided 
that we will not give any organisation our mailing list. 

These groups have plenty of avenues for obtaining lists. 


Advised that Meeting Room has been booked for 1989. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. 

Discuss points raised in Latrobe Region Strategy Plan. 

Draft Copies of submissions for Latrobe Regional Environmental 
Policy and Latrobe Region Land Use Policy. 

Supplied Jane Calder with history of Club participation in declaring 
Tvers Regional Park, Holey Plains State Park, Moondarra State Park 
and Morwell National Park and suggested areas in parks suitable for 
photography for book. Referred Jane to Jack Brooks for iit.YVorth Park. 


Ollie and I represented Club at luncheon with Cabinet Ministers at 
itloe 16/6/88. Discussed revegetation of Strzelecki Ranges with 
.ig.Kirner. 

Report on POtato Vine found on excursion May 28th. 


ieil Grigg reported on C.C.V. Fuel Reduction Burn Policy. 
Apparently there differing views about this policy. 

The next Committee Meeting will be held on WEdnesday July 20th at 
the YMCA Rooms Morwell at 7,30 pm. 


Any people interested in the Club's business etc. are welcome at 
these meetings when all manner of Club acitvities are discussed. 


Supper Roster July 22nd Mrs Crane Mrs Beitlich 
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CONTNG EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 


ieeting: Friday august 26th Speaker on 
Astronomy from L.V.Astronomical Soc. 
Sxcursion: Saturday August 27th to view the 


night skies from the Observatory. 
It is intended that we have a BBQ tea at Coach Road 
carpark at ¢.00pm (weather permitting) afterwards we 
will visit the observatory. 
There will be a 50 cent charge for the observatory. 


ee 
Varpagul F.N.C. - 
oe SES ono Contact Secretary for details. 


he 
NDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK. 
‘on days 3rd Sunday of month. 


ceting September llth 1.30pm. at Fosters Gully picnic area 
sor Koala survey. 
vontact Yvonne 222597 or Peter Bryant 742017 for further infornation 


eeting 2nd Wednesday of month at 
Misrant Resource Centre 
George ST.Morwell. 


L.V.F.N,.C. Inc Bird Group 

Ueeting tionday September 5th to Edward 
Hunter Reserve. 
Meet Carpark at 10.00 am. 
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Tii{PORTANCE OF SAVING OUR RIVERS. 
; Talk by Ross Scott27/5/88 


Me Scott explained how the Mid-Gippsland River USENET NN Board 
yee had- changed from the River Iiprovement Trust and with thet 
lange there has also been a change ‘in attitude SO mManasins the 

river to restoring ‘the river environment. 


agg PERN, 


Me Seott explained the C. E. Ps. project. “that-our. fares) has eeu 
This project has’ monitored and collected information . along the Latrobe 
River and is now collating this information, preparing a Fises of the 
problems along the river, quantifying and costing these problems 
and then submissions will be prepared for money to carry out some of 
cne necessary works. this project illustrated the new image and. 
changing attitudes and actions of the Board. Other recent. projects 
are work on Sale Common where 12 C.E.P. pepole worked under guidance 
of DCFL with MGRMB providing some of the money and contract work. 
This project will provide a base for environmental studies for school 
children and the general public. A project in association with. Field 
and Game Society constructed a flood structure::so that’ DCFL,can ~* 

menage water levels at Dowd's Morass. Field © Game. Society provided 

naney and organised up to 22 workers with 4 pees apive vehicles: to. : 
cart and pour concrete. en ; 

MGRMB is meeting with Soni ho hope to bes more “involved with’ 
environmental studies and will use a kit about the river, inéluding 
the video, in the educational system. It is hoped service “clubs will 
beconée ‘invalved. with children planting trees, family groups; school 
gromps and all enjoying the river environment. 


Trials with willow plants to assess water. quality for reveget~ 
ation of river banks, collecting seeds of suitable: hative vegetation. 
drying s-eds, planting > ‘pricking’ cut seedlings and then-planting the 
trees, etc. on site are all continuing work for the stabi. Of “MGRME. 


INtecrated co-ordinated catchment management of rivers. of the 
State will have broad‘ community, as well as expert, input into whole 
catchment iheluding forests, streams and even the actions of one 
section of the community on downstream users or the river. environment. 
An example was-the different approach now to the operation, of Lal LORS: 
“ein flood gate so that the banks are not ‘so badly. affected downstree: 
[Tt is hoped to have further public avareness’ days this | Year’ 


Me Scott explained the problems» of “the flood eure ss. on the. Latrobe 
River. Because, unlike the native grasses, the introduced pastures 
could not exist under water for 4 days.or more, it became necessary 
for farmers to drain off flood waters .quickly or try to prevent. ‘floods. 
Seven kilometres of the Latrobe ‘River have been lost since. 1972, and 
~0°-Kkm sinee 1919, through meanders being cut off. MGRMB have success: 
fully restored BuO of these and will continue this work as money 
becomes available. We saw the results of these works on the excursion. 


Ria ALGAL BLOOM. As Mr Scott's family have a beach house on Uuck Arm 
“of the Gippsland Lakes, he has.watched and photographed the effect 
“of the algal bloom which has lasted’ ‘from before Christmas 1987 to 
eter Easter 1988. It has affected tourism severely. There was also 
algal bloom after Easter 1987.The algal bloom has fouled the water: 
affecting boating causing motors to burn out because of the thick 
scum; caused spider crabs and whitebait which came up to the top of 
+he scum to be cooked by the sun: ‘killed fish end even after three 


SOuCUS the algal bloom was worse having a terrible smell. 


“3, 
ey 


contd.. OIE a 
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IMPORTANCE OF SAVING OUR RIVERS. contd. . 


The smell came from the rotting algae giving off hydrogen sulphide 
(rotten egg smell) which even tarnished the silverware in the houses. 


| Ms Joan Kirner has formed a special committee which reports 
direct to her. The committee contains a wide range of knowledgeable 
pe.gle and two day spmposium is to be held in Bairnsdale in July. 
Algal bloom can have a long term effect damage as well. ‘hen the 
algae dies it rots and settles on the bottdm of the lake draining 
oxygen and sc everything dies including the shellfish and smaller 
ereatures. Conditions that suit the alae are nutrients and phosph-- 
 ovousy warm temperatures and stratification between salt and fresh 
water. 

lip Scott then showed slides of the Latrobe River illustrating ~ 
_gpaphically the problems of erosion, some of the causes with examples 
of the solutions that have taken place by MGRMB intervention, manage-- 
ment and revegetation. ; 


Bon Thompson. 


SxCURSION TO LATROBE RIVER, FELLS CREEK AND THOMSON RIVER 28/5/88 


Ably led by Ross Scott, Sue Ryswyk and Peter Wirken of the Mid 
Cippsland Rivers Management Board, 18 determined Field Naturalists 
donned their gum boots and wet weather gear, climbed aboard the 
4.twheel drive vehicles and took off for the unknown ? 


Our first stop was on a section of the Latrobe River at Glengarry 
“there Ross showed the group two graphic examples of the problems 
caused by the use of Top Overs to bypass meanders in a stream during 
flood conditions. The top overs which are nothing more than scarps 
in the soil, eventually erode into fast flowing channels which cause 
serious impact erosion as the strong current cannonades off the stream 
banks downstream: at the same time the river is eroded upstream from 
the top over. 


In one situation the problem was largely resolved several years 
ago by blocking off the eroded top over, whereas in a nearby probler.: 
area approximately 700 square metres of rock was placed in an eroded 
top over to bring it up to its original height with a cascade dovwn-~ 
stream. Extensive dredging of the upstream end of the meander was 
necessary prior to opening u it up again. We viewed this work at a 
tine of high stream flow with the surplus water cascading over the 
pevived top over while the bulk of the river flowed around the meander. 
Stream damage has and will require extensive repair work in this area. 


 Reeause of the amount of work which needs to be done and an acute 


leck of funds and resources, the Board is obliged to range back and 
forth along the streams carrying out the most urgent works at minimum 
cost. The Board ois continually learning and trying out new innovat~ 
ions. Some works done by early River Improvement Trusts had damaging 
consequences; even now the Board is finding that what worked well in 
one locality or stream may not necessarily be effective elsewhere. 
Apparently quite a lot of head scratching goes on at times. 


Some of the methods used by the Board to stabilise stream banks 
include conerete groynes as used in Rainbow Creek, hattering hanks 
whereby the top soil is removed and stockpiled, the banks sloped with 
an excavator, the top soil replaced as a Heessing and suitable grasses 


sown. contd...pp 3 
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ee ? LATROBE RIVER EXCURSION. _ ‘conta. 


Another ‘method uses timber beaching which consists of Laying peenches 
down battered banks and covering with soil; planting suitable trees, 
feneing to allow regrowth of native ae, ‘and the use of Seotrien 
cuttings. 

Of the trees used some of the most micceesnun in Meeeney of with- 
standing flooding, being able to grow ih heavy clay soils, ability to 
withstand strong winds and control of gully erosion are Swamp Paper- 
bark ,iielaleuca ericifolia, River Red Gum Eucalyptus camaldulensis, 


and Blackwood. “Acadéia melanoxylon. 


Our seconc. port of call was Fells Creek, Toongabbie. Uhis stream 


nised as a stream. Because of over elearning in the catchment area and 
the removal of the protective Melaleuca ericifolia thickets alongs the 
roy it is now degraded over its full length. The insidious 

ocess of the banks being undercut, falling in and being undercut 

Be MONS csoes on relentlessly. The Board has put in grade control 
ructures to stabilise the bottom of the creek and is progressively 
eibenaalane the banks with as excavator. 


uw w eeen 


mame 


Shortly after our visit some hundreds of girl.guides were to | 
descend upon the creek and plant thousands of suitable native trees.” 
clones the battered banks. 


After lunch at the Cowwarr Depot, Philip Taylor the Board's 
romenan of Works replaced Ross Scott at the helm; Ross having to leave 
to perform the enjoyable duty of attending his wife! s graduation 
ceremony at the SREB Riki een MOGs de aa 


During. ‘the. afternoon we invaded another obligifig® ‘farmer’ S prop- 

enty. to. take. thers a stretch of the Lower Thomson”? Liven © ‘where cher veget= 
aon on the banks has been left intact resulting in” a stable piver 
system. The stream side vegetation included Blackwood ; A.melanoxs “ylon’ 
Tree Violet Hymenanthera dentatas,. Swamp. Cup E,ovata,. Forest Red Gun 
E.tereticornis,, Hanna Gun-E:viminalis, Silver Wattle: A. dealbata, 
“utton Wood Rapanea howittii,Swamp Pa aperbark M.erieifolia and Basket 
willow. Solanum psuedo capsicum grew wild in the paddocks. 


A drain which finished some considerable distance away 5 had * 
made its way down to the river and started seripusly eroding aiyeacen 
from where it flowed into the river. A large quantity of rock was 
needed to arrest this erosion. In this locality the group found to 
large partially eaten carp; a Field Naturalist who forgot her lunch 
strenuously denied being responsible. The blame was placed on foxes 
oy ravens and finally a Sea Eagle uhich happened se be doing a stint 
overhead got the rap. 
Our excursion ended near the farmer’ s dairy where the group thanked 
our obliging leaders and drivers Philip, Sue and Peter for a job well 
done. 


John Mewett. 
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POTATO VINE. 


On the club river excursion on 28th May we visited an area on 
the Thomson River at Fulham. On the farm the introduced iladeira Winter 
Cherry (Solanum pseudocapsicun) was growing profusely. along the river 
benk was. growing 2 white climber. In fact one plant was growing rf 
5 metres up a tree.: There were many plants in the area. We agreed 
tne creeper was a solanum because of the structure of the small white 
flower but could not identify it further with the books we had with 
us. Later we identified it as the Potato Vine or Jasmine Nightshade 
(Solanun_ SSCS) FES ae 


I sent ‘some specimens « down 6 Latrobe University as I could not ~ 
find any records of this garden plant being. haturaitzed in Victoria. 
‘he reply, requesting more details of the exact 2 OCRELOfy Amehuces 
‘our pecord is the first for this species which gpdlcates eiatar 
ateasie that it has become naturalized in victoria. ses 
The Flora of australia volume 29: page 104 states “peleg species ‘is’ 

* native to South America" and is" widely grown as an ornamental in 
Australia, sparingly naturalised around Brisbane and Sydney”. 


3 3 Bu 


An! TERETE find to aratl to the other - pleasures of the excursion. 
Bon. Thompson .. 


ts ae 
eee fi 


Correction. It has been pointed out that there was an error in the 
bird list published in April issue of L.V. Naturalist. 
Refer to Page 3 an should read. 


Olive~backed Oriole Calls only at.base camp. 
White-winged Chough. 8-12 birds” feeding SFaD the eround 
Saba 2 et base camps 
The editor alone must be responsible for the etiesio® 
Perhaps the phone rang or the door bell : Ed. 


s 


BIRD NOTED. 


. The Willy Wagtail / Black-shouldered Kite incident recalls the 
‘sight, on 4/1/80 of a Wedge-tailed Eagle sitting on a normal height 
fence post. while a-fox walked apparently uneoncernedly up along the 
fence and past the eagle without nes of them appearing to be the» 
“slightest bit disturbed. 


That incident occured nen a pair of foxes had a play area and 
burrow in full view of my house. They were often seen playing or 
_.peclining thereabout, watched with interest and enjoyment; but TI had 
“the burrow dug out because I had planted trees and shrubs to attract 
birds, and. foxes and birds do not go together. The! ‘burnow » when dus 
out, showed no sign of ASI AOR so must have ‘been only. used as 

a play SEE, 


Seah, ERS S “sign uGoaiiet hee 


eee 
We must report the death of-the father off a member liary Austin. 
My Austin died on 7th August aged 97 years, Our thoughts are with 


you Mary at this time. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (5) ISSUE No 296 AUGUST 1988 


a — 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JULY 20th 1988. 


Report on meeting of Gippsland Waters Coalition. Decided that the 
Club would support this venture.We have applied for group membership. 


August Meeting. Advised that there will be a speaker from the Tienes 
Astronomical Society at meeting. We are to view tha night skies from 
the observatory after dark. BBQ to be held at 6.00pm at Coach Road 
Saturday 27th. 

/Finance. Balance of $781.23 Accounts passed for payment. 

Paper $20.16. Hall Hire $30.00 Postage $70.00 Publicity $26.00 
L.V.Printers $159.60 Photocopy $21.06. 


Correspondence. 

Tustralia POst advised of increased postal charges from October 1st 
ii.Beaby re donation. L.V.Regional Commission urging submissions. 
‘iaroondah Group SGAP re Wildflower Show early august. 

T.Vinecent ve Naturalist article correction. 


Publications Received N.T.Naturalist, C.C.V. Environment Victoria, 
“GAP Maroondah Group Newsletter, Victorian Naturalist, 


35mm film shown at film festivals overseas and has been filmed in 
Tasmania. Worthwhile seeing we are told. It is showing at the 
State Film Centre from august 19th to September 15th. 


Received copy of Constitution from FOMNP. 


Programme Meeting to be held in October at home of the Trainors. 
Tf members have any suggestions re meetings or excursions please 
hand them to the Committee. Ass.Secretary M.Marschaleck 271910 


Possible working bee at Bundilla in September to assist Mr Ringin 
in preparing the area for our use in December. 


Me ‘Wall reported on Morwell Eastern Dump Re-habilitation plans. 
Notes on Yallourn East Fields progress. 
Briefing MOrwell Western Dump. 

Latrobe Landscape Consultative Committee. 
Advice re Tree Festival. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. Letter re Strategy PLan (LRC) 
Sbmission drart reaforestation Strzelecki Ranges. 


ip Barry Murphy advised that area of heath at Hernes Oak will be 

preserved, but it is not appropriate for the area to be declared a 

Conservation Zone. : 
The next Commottee Meeting will be held on WEdnesday August 

2uih at YMCA Rooms MOrwell at 7.30 pm. 

Any interested members are welcome to attend these meetings. 


Supper Roster August 26th Peg Wall Pearl Reeves. 
Please note that the Secretary will be away until October. 


Contact Ass.Secretary lM.Marschaleck if necessary. 
tel. 27 1910 after 6.00pm. 


ehonnin Pot aaa mel a re 6 e 2 ; 
“seer Tas reua aes" voit a0ze 33. iby dkaveAne ee Fey" ‘dren. 
‘ 4 ee ™ oti — a ~ Otel er ee i. Se ines eke ee vt 
ne af 2 : -88eL dso VE ; iE D UTITIIM wa SarTin105 $0 “TyOdss 


Sit Ghent boo boe@n. dekstitdam avote pas reg¢iy- ‘¥6 Af Son” He Ftogqe% 
ext demegnsis ‘quots ao?’ ‘Seiiags” over Sististey | ers: “pvogatre se Evor “Guts 


an -¥ Bi 2d5° pie “98> act 698 fie. rent “Fado haaivbA, -paisesit “FeunuA 
mort. aotia rst aan 5 ay Fo SEE, a .wngktoam $s. Nitgpge? -Laotmonon toh 
they meee ad, b% as aioe ioe cwreeseagar se socks 


tat ® £ Sf Bs 2 NEbIwIs” 
omy Pete) betdsa ai “BF 00554 - ‘es, ‘Be 4 SOAS Ei \ 
dt53 oe ag cane. oo. he ‘oystacd 00. ee. Be 38, hig .OL508% aeqee 
Lone — : FBO, ise ee 08. eer3 erataicd, Va 
nine apdcinens 40un t trope Vriversit: <iosasBhisdesi#io> 


tel ~adoun0 ort asybids Amveor peubeiokt eo Sisre fe0T Siist 
Tejano tasicadat Snr tip Sigg ad ° Bee pha a ang <ptRoRsHob “ore ileal. 
4 Ae = ‘jtan a Uriel a Ls! : ’ PADS 5 


spies Shirt eb i te x WI BA. 
pari aens = Decoine” ra i EY 
"ea tOwgs Vt esto eles, ae Lequts vt waho stot Sy" 
8 spasta Beha eine ML AWOH GUE AEDMOOIS 1 Lk. 


Fs S208, vel 46, of, Mtael.ml 25, at Fe: 
aaa tb ee sbivbs 69, Te 


Hie ant. ie 2555TSVO oaivest ee Be avone mir? ooze 


~) ont 38 Raiwode ef $1. .bflot e218 ew ageoa SE Eins 10H Sedviatiac? 
ae Re incnted ssclabrqee oF Aster: teugus mort | igi mf {FIFI strstr? 


. . . A ee te a eR eo ge eee a age. ii 
“OrNeet ion ‘? ee Yemies p S<BRHDD fib eR Zw Yt atte ats) ier bdy Behe! 


ERAT Say 26 i dae Se! fadosso ‘i Y Bier: ae ot ‘enissel emmsrR0't 
q enoteuoxd *f0 etiseas on aaattes gue yas evan aaedmom 21 
(S:.cioeisroe ws 11 yrstedose eds - caote h “oHF = ist Bape 


ahyeitl ah yakess-otxsdnotqed it! SfcepnUe ye Set” ittaere 
» .xedmeooi} TE SEP OEE sous oct) pec trarri 


Stas as fq, mot Selo mredeed, o, botroqet: fist ia 

aw ‘we < upg Nae : Dat bls off 30 or nwoelisY no setol 
rf . qua gg LiswrOH gnitsine .. 

“58 PLauHO avitstinemod ‘oqsgabasl sdovtal - 

Korman feveteet eg ot be ae 


ae Seat i the father of « nenbep Mary tuatin, 


Wig nag - rer a 7 ; = ; : ees 
Hp pistin ead Pies bial a ar: a bd kas watt: 
yo hae ee hb %: } nitaa is 


" 


© 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
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CLUB. HON. SECRETARY. MEETING. 


DATROBESV AL BEYER Nn Chasncn! Mrs G.Trainor 7.30pm.on 4th Friday 


Ph. 343659 each month at 
P.0.Box 1205 Reg.Education Centre 
MORWELL 3840 Kirk Street MOE 

SALE F.N.C. | lin.D.C.liacreadie 8.00pm. on lst Friday 
Stoney Creek Pd. each month. Room 13 
COVVARR 3857 Continuing Education 
Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 

SALE. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr F.Hanley Monthly excursion 


9Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 
Ph. 056 232747 


Contact Secretary. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Beth Isakson 
er 19 Cumming Street 8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
Paynesville 3880 each month at 


C.W.A.Hall 
BAIRNSDALE. 
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Due March 3lst Payable to Hon.Treasurer . . Mrs A.Stewart 
. 1-10) thye pia ALeyis)s = 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB Inc. 
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COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 


“Neeting Friday September 23rd 
Speaker Mr Noel Pearce "Gippsland Middens" 
Excursion Saturday September 24th to south 
; Gippsland. 
“Meeting Place Tarwin Lower (near Hotel) at 10.30 ar 


Approx 1%; -2 hours drive from L.V. 


Combined Excursion Bairnsdale F.N.C. Saturday October 8th. to 
Holey Plains State Park. 
“eeting Place Rosedale in carpark area near Hotel. 
| ated OO 0am 


Sird Group 


ra’ Pate 
Jeeting lionday October 3rd to Moondarra area 
‘ieeting Place Moondarra Reservoir (Cecil Inn) 


at 10.00am. 


Warragul F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


Friends of Mount Worth Park. 
Action Days 3rd Sunday of Month 
Contact J. Brooks for details 056 231563 


Friends of Morwell National Park. 

i -30 pm. meet at roundabout at end of 
Tebb Tce, revegatation Billy’ s Creek, hand slash access tracks into 

blackberries in preparation for spraying. 


A.C.F.Local Group. 2nd WEdnesday of month 
Migrant Resource Centre 
George St.liorwell. 


T8SN 1030 5084 
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SALINITY IN GIPPSLAND 
On Saturday (23rd July, a party of sixteen L.V.F.N.C. members and 
two Loch Sport Field Naturalists et. lir Neville Penrose of the 
Depertment of conservation,, Forests €. Lands at Lake Gutheridge in 


Sale at 19.00am. and while we had Silane 2 tes he nefreshed our 
memory on several points. 5 


i Lhe salt in the top five ten metres of. the soil is partly: 
the residue left from the ‘country - ‘having been under the sea but 
mainly from the rainfall bringing about 200 kg/hectare /annum and it 
is usually washed down deep in the soil, some as far as the water 
table. If the water table rises; betause more water enters the system 
than can leave it, the water mobilises the soil salt toward the Sno 
face. The first indications of this happening are that the more selt 
tolerant plant species gain a competitive advantage and begin to 
dominate in pastures; the tops of the eucalypts die and the reeds 
célled'Phragmites also die as salt loads increase in their root 
As the salinity level further increases the Salicornia and 
Saycozona progressively dominate. the pasture, the Wélaleucas dic, 
and the crops fail. further increases in salinity result in 
sterile hard ground ". Las pind ke = 


When Neville had pointed out on nore MaDe nee examples could 
be found and where remedial action was in_ PRogHeEe » he bre vies 
to conduct us to them. Ace. he 


At andrew's Bay on the TRE: of pea chine we: observed. 3 ays: 
contour line of brown Salicornia about. a:metre*and a half SPONCDDI 
the level of the 1ske and that the tops of: the:: - Eucalypts MEL@y ee 5 oo: 
dying: however, the pasture onthe: top of: ithe nise;, was wiable.. -. ..: 
The area of Salicorniia’ could. have been’ isrowing to! the. level, aeheta4 
saline ground water was outcropping from an aquifer, There ave 
several extensive systems of aquifers at different levels in the | 
region, being sandy deposits left in old stream beds and ‘separated 
vertically by layers.of largely impervious clay. The systems in 
general slope down to the south-east, and are fed by rainwater ae 
irrigation. ne 


The head of water in these aquifers is measured by a netvork Of 
piezometers, tubes sealed into the’ chosen:aauifer. At most sites 
two piezometers have been installed: /Yone at about four or five. 
metres and one. at. fifteen to twenty.. metres deep. 


We went along ‘Talbot! ‘s Road nédr tte Heart«and. abate? fone per 
formance of a piezometer’ ‘Seventeen metres deep and saw that the 
sround water was free flowing » ile. artesian: The salinity was 10,000 
E.C. units °thé recent-rain+ shad ;brought the level up about.a metre. 

The second piezometer at the site was five metres deep, free flow- 
ing , with salinity of 20,000 E.C.units. The surface water had salin- 
ity of 3000 E.C.units: the. ‘farmers crop was notwhealthy, parts of 
the paddock had water lying on’ them. The site was about four kilo- 
metres from the lake and:.five metres above it. 


We had lunch several Kn's down the track on the shore of Lake 
WEllington near the old “RUA. AS Fi' jetty. this site was chosen because 
we were able to see the shoreline erosion and observe an interest:- 
ing feature, namely, while: the Phragmites had died on the bank it 
was still alive about ten metres out an the lake. This caused us to: 
infer that the lake was less saline than the shore: the salinity 
of the lake water right iat,the edge was 8400 E.C.units. 


contd pp 2 
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Behind the shoreline the Melaleuca were’ also dying. . 


The salinity tolerance of the Phrapmites is about 23,000 E. c. 
units and the Melaleuca about 34,000 E.C.units. 


Over in the Clydebank farming area, we interrogated anoines 
piezometer installation: the twelve netre deep unit was artesian. 
and 12 ,000 E.C.units, the six metre unit was also artesian and 
Heo i 000 E. C.units: the surface water was 3800 E.C.units. The far- 
mers crop of rape was patchy, surviving on the high ground but med-- 
iocre on the rest of the paddock. Phragmites was growing on the 
edge of the road where there is some flushing and no stock. 


In the Nambrock soldier settlement area salinity became evident 
arter about five years of irrigation. The problem is kept in check ‘ 
now by a combination of three measures : eight kilometres of drains 

about 1.4 metres deep have been dug, eightysix free flowing bores 
jaerualilad and six ground water pumps installed. We inspected a 
typical pump which was bringing up water from about twenty metres: 
down with ia salinity of 8,000 E.C.units. 


“Ye drove from Nambrok over a fault line to Rosedale: : ‘the fault 
line isolates the Nambrok ground water from a local system we now 
inspected. The site was on an unmade road which traverses a shallow 
valley: the valley gently slopes to the east, a typical table drain 

ran down the "road" past the site. The now familiar pair pair of 
piezometers had been installed: both were artesian with similar 
salinity ie. about 6500 E.C.units. the drain water was 3300 E.C.. 
units, the pasture was not vigorous. 


Thanks Neville for a very informative day. 2 


Appendix r: ; ti , 

1. An E.C.unit is a micro~siemens/centimetre a ae 20° Ca “measure Ouse 
conductivity. 1000 E.C. units are equivalent to BDO te 640 parts Pere. 
million of common salt in the water. Owe 


2. The Sarcozona praecox=.is a species of the Carpobrotus genus 
belonging to the Alzoaceae family, to which common pig-face also. 
belong. It has a purple flower (Wrigley 1979) 


3. Salicornia is often found on salt flats high on the antertianl 
zone. It grows 200-300mm high with pCa leafless, passty. Dr eES . 
ched sueculent stems. (Cribb 1974) ee 


4,The Melaleuca we saw was most CeaRGHLS spam paper=bavk, 
iielaleuca ericifotia Smith. , (Galbraith 1977) ; 


5. The piezometers are hydro-static head measuring devices and com- 
prise hard P.V.C. tubes sealed into the chosen aquifer with beutonite 
clay with their tops about 500mm proud of grass level and fitted 
with removable caps. 


6. Crops shoe progressive degradation as the salinity rises above 
3000 E.C.-unats. 


contd. .pp 3 
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7. Further araviommenttior on salinity may be Bp raoned) from the 
Draft Regional Salinity Report, south Eastern Region, issued by 
Me Evan Walker M.L.C., Minister for Agriculture and ural Affairs 
May 1988. and in :~ Saltland in Victoria, Victoria Irrigation 
Regeewreln & Promotion Organisations. 

alt Action = Joint Action, Natural Resources & Environment 
Bee ee 

2” J.Blucher /J.Wall 


ae 4 > 4 


nL 


SALINITY - LAKE WELLINGTON HINTERLAND. 


Members of the L.V.F.N.C. warmly welcomed Pat and Molly when 
they” met in Sale.and Jim Wall introduced them to Neville Penrose, 
Gconvenor of the south Region Salinity Task force). alts i 


We were soon on our way through the Wellington dinterland. “ene 
ere” waterlogged pastures, gum trees dead or dying and, _broyn - ‘Lafe~ 
ie SS vegetation at the’ waterline. sere ae 


act 


43) PRIS 


occeee trees over years ‘and Soniianee ee enya oe re ey aeeiee 
slants increased water levels as the moisture. could: not all per 
absorbed through the salt level. 


At Arthur's Bay and later when, fortified by lunch, we waded 
¢*hrough water and slimy mud to the fringe of Lake Wellington, 
Neville showed us there had been, even since 1978, a high rate of. 
change in vegetation and dieback “due to high salt accumulation. 
Melaleuca eventually topples, reed at shoreline is buffeted by waves 
and water encroaches. The longer the water stays the saltier it Wil 1 
cet.: Lake Wellington was not. as: salty as Lake Vietoria due to the 
wedge of salt coming fron. the Bntranee, but there were hixh’ salt 
readings “which could be catchment driven. Salinity was a “natural 
occurence and balanced itself out in time, but humans had changed 
the system. Different lifestyles from Europe ; using irrigation.,were 
another problem. This was now recognised anc we were trying to et 
the system back ihto balance. One ansuer,was to get water out of the 
system, but we must have a better understanding of systems | before 
changing them. | 


Where is the salt coming from ? .. Areas under the séa in. jc petenie 
recent geological times. When you. “gut: trees, up comes Selltceme Wisgs 
If we could drop water table down. to two metres it ‘would ZO: pack, 
then irrigation would help. ‘Salt. well always “be there. Frog eee (28 


OO Sats Soaps 


It, was a thoughtful group of. humans who returned to. Sales 


This does not cover all Neville told us. In ‘our four stops ih the 
Lake Wellington area, over lunch, he was questioned and there was 
general discussion. Thankyou Neville. Our appreciation is also due 
to the L.V.F.N.C. for organising this excursion. 


This is another view from the Loch Sport and District F.N.C.. 


RR 


esd: ie 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AUGUST 24th 1988. 
Working Bee at Bundilla , date to be confirmed with Mr Ringin. 


Advised that booking for Traralson Been ts School Camp has been con- 
firmed. January 27.28.29. 


Finance. Balance $459 91. AAO AS for payment. Petty Cash $50.00 
YMCA $10.00 CCV $20.00 
Received final grant for C.B. P: (MGRB) $15, 000. on. 


Correspondence.Heritage Books’ ‘re books ‘on. ‘environment 
A.C.F. re donation for Lemonthyme Forest. DSIR (NZ) re Weta ‘exchange 
V.F.N.C.A. re weekend in March 1989. Geelong will be host CRE) « 
and activities will be =S2oRGt the Bellarine Peninsula. 

MInistry of Planning & Environment copy of letter to S.E.C.V. re 
planting and stabilization of dumps. 
Loch Sport F.N.C. re August excursion. Copy of letter re Pink Heath 

ct liernes Oak. Select Office Supplies re equipment. ; A 
Monarch Bird & Wildlife Tours (A.C.T.) C.C.V. re membership. 

Glen tlenry tours re tours available. Australian Ranger bulletin. 
V.N.P.A. re preservation of alpine area. Tastrek brochure re tours 
in Tasmania.etc.: 7m Seo on, 


The meeting was Bdereaste by David eae of L.R.C. Latrobe © 
Landscape Consultative Committee re proposed Tree Festival which 
may be held in the area in the future, We echoed. with interest 
and’await further developments. ’ 


‘Also addressed by a member of "Earls Road Ragwort Action Group™ re. 
Trafalgar Water Trust area which they believe will be handed over 
to tree planting schemes. Apparently this is a beautiful area with 
jots of flora and fauna including Lyrebirds. 

Decided that we would do a census of the area September 3rd. 

and give any plant, bird lists to the eroup to help with their 
submission to Shire Council. | " 


Conservation Co-ordinator. 
Article on Strzelecki Ranges, as suggested ‘aes tis Kirner, posted 
to CCV, ACF, LRC, Mrs Kirner and Val Callister. , 


Submission on Draft Regional Salinity Report formandsa:: wane 
Correspondence received. DCFL newsletter on Flora & Fauna eieranted 
LRC re appearing. before panel on " Steps Ahead". 

DCFL re appearing before panel on Code of Forest ‘Practices. 


Presented for discussion. Draft copy of submission to Commissioner 
for: the Environment re Aquatic Environments State of the Environment 
Report 1988. 

Draft copy of submission to DCFL re. > Proposed 1 trial of VAUS ~ Envir- 
onment Effects. 


The next Committee Meeting will be held on Woanedaee September 278¢ 
at 7.30 pm at YMCA reoms: Morwell. 
Supper Roster September 23rd. NOrma Rees HM. ‘Marschalek 


‘ies Thompson has requested that for ~ October meeting we bring any 
books containing plant keys to help with plant identification. 

_ Wildflowers of Victoria Jean Galbraith 

Wildflowers of South -East Australia Jean Galbraith 

Native Trees & Shrubs. of South-Eastern Australia Leon Costermans 
The above three books .contain plant keys. 


Please Note Asst.Secretary ™.'iarschaleck Phone number in the abscence 


of Secretary. .27 1910 after 6.0fpn. 


bah 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Ine. 
Meeting Friday October 28th. 


Speakers Bon and Ollie Thompson - 
Key night, identifying Vic. 
native flora. 


Excursion Saturday October 29th. Identifying 
our local flora. 
Meeting place Meet at 10am. Fast of 


Vincent Rd., Morwell. 
(Lions Rest area). Further 
details on excursion at 
October's General Meeting. 


Bird Grou 

Meeting Monday November 7 th. 

Meeting Place Tyers,to garden of John 
and Val Larson. Meet 
opposite General Store 
at 10 an. 

LLL LLL LLLLLLLELCLL LOO T  NLC TEE LE C O TEE 
Warragul F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


LCCC COLL LLL LCC OC CL LL Ce eer ener tacos ene 7 
Friends of Mt. Worth. Park. 


Action days 3rd Sunday of month. 
Contact J. Brooks for details. Phone 056 231563 


. 
Friends of Morwell National Park 


November 13th, 1.30pm. Meet at Foster's Gully Picnic 
area for Koala Survey and Butterfly orchid survey. 


a eae en eeermnenemerneeen etter cememenenenere eeeetntern eee en nee nee 
A.C.F. local group. 2nd Wednesday of month 


Migrant Resource Centre 
George St. Morwell. 


ee ere ena rteetnnreaer cinerea meena erent ens eee 
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} 
A TALK BY KEN HARRTS FRIDAY on JUNE, 1988. 


At our June meeting Ken Harris, through the medium of 
his slides, transported us to Wilpena Pound in the Flinders | 


Ranges of South Australia, and the Grampians of Victoria. 
To close-his talk Ken took us briefly to the Blue Mountains 
of New South Wales and eHSLLY to England. 

Wilpena Pound 


“With Ken as chet guide of our armchair tour we arrived 
at Wilpena Pound in pouring rain late in August 1987. 
As if-te-compensate for the rain Ken saw his first marbled 
gecko soon after arrival. The toes of this gecko . have. , 
leaf-like tips and are its distinguishing feature. i 
Next day as we started our walk we noticed that they a 
rain had ruined the wattle blooms. They would: not recover © 
now until new buds opened. Cassia artemesoides was also ~ 
rain damaged but huge masses of Clematis microphylla 
delightd us. There was also Caladénia toxochina (niles 
to C. dilatata) , three lovely Dodonea iobulata in fouit, ; 
and a colourful Acacia pyenantha. Look. "There. Under” apse: 
stone a handsome gecko posing nicely. We noticed then that 
the grass tree endemic to this area, Xant thorrea quadrangularis 
had finished flowering. 
St Mary Peak appeared shrouded in mist, but we ‘climbed’ 
on finding the -brilliant Pultenaea longiflorens and one of | 
the two Grevillia species of the area, G.assera, in flower. 
Then ,~ looking down -from Tadarra Saddle, we could see ~— 
steeply tilted sandstone rock disappearing into the cloud 
layer below. The conditions’ on the mountain made climbing. 
hazardous so we reluctantly came down. 
Our return path took us through the Pound by the old 
homestead where Ken had seen the gecko yesterday. There 
was little in flower here, but we did find a very spiny 
Solanum elipticum, one of a very large world wide genus 
oe which Australia has a generous share. There was also 
oporum montanum bearing both flowers and berries. Ken 
pointed out at this stage the lack of common names for 
Australian plants. In European countries folk law has” 
provided many | common names whereas here: we must . learn the. 
botanical names of plan 2S) ¥ 
Next morning driving out of Wilpena. camp site:tre looked 
back at the hills guarding the Pound, Mt. ‘Karawarra, 
iit. Boorong and St. Mary Peakand noted a yellow cotouning 
spread across the paddecks and. along the roads. We 
discovered that this 7as Zygophyllum aurantiacun = a 
most unusual native. © 
Turning towards Wilpena, where ved kangaroo had grazed 
the previous morning, we saw the native gorse, Daviesia . 
genistifolia- a long narrow-spined variety. The species — 
ig very varied with some members of the species. looking 
little like each other. Here too we found Acacia continua 
with a few newly opened balls, and Spyridium phebophylum 


, 
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WILPENA POUND AND THE GRAMPIANS continued.... 


which looked very like S. parviflorum. Also in the vicinity 
was the very sticky Dodonea viscosa , sub~species conjustissima, 
with pale green fruit, in contrast to D. lobulata’s red 
fruit. 
On our final morning we climbed Mt. Olsen Bagge where we 


“had a view of Wilpena Pound. The northern end, open and 


flat with mostly short grass, surrounded by mountains 
which closed in towards the southern end. The trees of 

the Pound, mostly native pine, Callitris coluneallaris , 
were in fruit. Yellow footed rock wallabies inhabit this 
ares, but were not seen. Atop lit. Olsen Bagge grew acacias 
scrubby eucalypt, and in a rocky area, Pimelea petrophila 
with Pterostylis mutica in the crevices. 

Acacia rigens needle~like leaves and pain~damaged 
blossoms appeared as we turned towards camp, then Templetonia 
aculeata, Grevillea lavendulacea and the low sprawling : 
Dodonea baueri, so different from other Dodoneas with its 
Wingless fruit. ret Leet, ai 

Keeping a sharp lookout for: geckos we found Lerista 
meulleri- a sleek, short-legged skink, one of the five 
main species of Australian lizards. 

One of the loveliest of the plants found, a two feet 
diameter clump of Hybanthus floribunda (violet family), 
was covered in flowers. The matt rush, Lomandra dura, 
believed to be restricted to this area, was here too. 

All three species of blanket fernwere found, within 
ten feet of each other, at the creek crossing. These 
were wooly cloak fern, Chislanthes laseophylla, bristly 
cloak fern C. distons, and rock fern, C. tenufolia. 

Too soon, we were Leaving "Wilpena Pound, but on our 
way out a few more delights awaited us-Sida petrophila,. 
2-3 feet hish, the unusual rusty red flowers Of Swainsonia 
stipularis along the roadsides, and Australian Hollyhock, 
Ca mallow) Lavatera plebia . 


The Grampians. 
The beautiful weather during the trip to the Grampians 
was in marked contrast to that during the Wilpena trip. 


This was in September 1927 and, in Ken's words, the 
flowers were “out of this world’. ; 
We wandered along, in fancy, through bushland, delighted 
at every turn by plants such as the Flame Heath, Astroloma 
vonostephoides, looking like native cranberry, but with 
bigger Sroganst A most unusual member of the Proteacea 
family Conospernum mitchelli with flowers like little 
urns, caught our attention. ; 
Of the number of species of Grevillea in the Grampians 
we found the Flame Grevillea,G. dimorpha- abroad leaf 
and a narrow leaf variety growing ten reet apart, then 
G. aquifolium, common but variable in colour, in abundance, 
low and bushy. Another very variable species, Daviesia 
relicifolia; with its leaves ending in very prickly 
needles, was found too. Look. Another skink. This time 


Trachydosauris rigosis (a shingle-back) with its stumpy 
tail and lumpy pine cone appearance. 

Further on, we found Thelymitra ontemnifera and the 
blue lily Camescilla corymbosa on its five inch stem 
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WILPENA POUND AND THE GRAMPIANS continued... 


with a slender leaf, another Daviesia, D. brevifolia 

with spikes instead of leaves, Pultenaea mollis, several 
hakeas, H. rostrata with its swan-like seed pod. H.ulcinea 
and H. sericea, then the unusual orange colour of Drosera 
glanduligera with an insect caught on the incredibly 
sticky end of a spine. 

Our guide now showed us the highlight of the trip; the 
exquisite Blue TinselLily, Calectasia cyanea, really - r 
looking as if made from tinsel. A flash of brilliant pink 
near a creek caught our eyes and proved to be Bauera 
sessilflora. : 

We now moved on towards iit. William finding Grevillea 
alpina on a ledge, Pseudanthus ovalifolius, about nine 
inches high, Trymalium d'altonil of the Ranacae family 
and the lovely Correa aemulas’ greenish bells with purple 
ends. 

The Grampians banksia was seen as we looked towards 
Mitchell's Plateau, then looking down, the Mountain 
Dragon, Amphibolerus diemesiaus, diamond-patterned, 
scurried past us. ham 

Red Mountain Bluff was in sight as we looked north along 
the eastern edge of the Grampians. Here, Davesia virgata 
one of the few Davesia which are not spiny, and Platylobiun 
obtusangulum flowered profusely. The Grampians Thryptomene 
T. calycina, commonly cultivated, was here too, as was 
Phebalium bilobum, common in the Strzlecki's. 

On the western edge of the Grampians, where the land is 
flat, with marshes and swamps, Calytrix sullivanii, one of 
three species, was found. Wewent on and found Stackhousia 
monogyna, a very variable species, and this one Looking 
Tittle like a monogyna. There were also Solanum simile, 

a yellow-flowered Pimelea sephyllifolia, and a very spikey 
Hakea rugosa. ; : 

Atthe side of the causeway through swampy ground we found 
Grevillea lavandulacea , similar to one seen in the | 

linders Ranges. 

The last morning in the Grampians came all too quickly. 
Avwalk before breakfast gave us a, few more delights. At the 
foot of a cliff, like snowballs, was Pimelea linifolia, 
further on Boronia nana, Flame grevillea, G. dimorpha, 


and Astrotricha asperifolia, known as star hair because of 
the fine fuzz on its stem. 


Just as we were leaving theGrampians, there along the 
roadside was Tetratheca ciliata, then a very colourful _ 
cultivated pea,probably an escape from stock fodder plantings. 

To close a delightful armchair ramble, Ken. showed us his 
picture, taken at great risk to life and limb, of Remacola 
eliptica,an orchid which grows only in clay in erevices 
of sandstone cliffs. At the close of the show came Ken's 
piece de resistance- the Pascflower, a wild anemone which 
grows in profusion on Royston Heath, one of the chalk heaths 
of England. : : 

Lights on. We were back in our chairs at the Education 
Centre. Ken was warmly thanked for a very pleasurable evening. 

Florence Biucher. 
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OUR FRIEND HONOR CRANE 


It is with much regret that we report the death of 
Mrs. Honor Crane on October 3rd. 

Mrs. Crane was a member of the Club since the very early 
days°when we met in Yallourn. She took on the job of 
Librarian which she held until recently, and was also 
the Name Badge Secretary until March this year. 

Honor, as a lot of people knew her, was a keen naturalist, 
interested’ in the Wanderer butterfly, and a keen. bird. 
watcher. and member of the Bird Observers’ Ciub. we aged 

We will-always remember a kind person, willing to ~ ~~ 
help anyone as much as she was able. Honor will be greatly 
missed by her Many friends from L.V.F.N. C. 


The. following article was, written Memdieyn eee earlier 
this year. 


BIRD NOTES 


At about 4 pm on 28th of March this year, I heard the 
screeches. of a. Sulphur-crested. coekatoo- SAAB =a OL * 
unfamiliar sound hereabout. 

Looking up, I saw the cockatoo flying PEER Hienene 
than usually seen, with a Wedge~tailed eagle circling 
perhaps a quarter of the ground distance below it. 

The cockatoo's flight deviated somewhat, but was in 
a basically straight but upward-inclined line, with. “the: 
eagle maintaining the distance between them. 

This continued until both birds were beyond ny range 
of vision, the cockatoo screeching as cockatoos often 
do in flight, ‘but with a note of stress, I judged. 

I surmised that, had the cockatcodescended, the tata 
would have pounced on it as soon as it became the lower’: 
bird. It was probably inevitable that the smaller bird | 
would tire first and become the eagle's next meal. 


_Honor crane. 


Condolences to Club -memberMrs» Pearl Reeves on the ~ tue 
sudden idersngosnner Be Vehlo nae 


Another ae piece of news was to hear after petupnthe from 
the funeral of Honor Crane that our friend and fellow 
member Beryl Matthews had died. 

Beryl and. her husband Stan have been valued members of. 
L.V.F.N. C. 5. cand were keen supporters of the MOSLEY Bird, 

Grou rs 3 
Bertie and Stan usually obtained the key and opened ena 
meeting room, and were custodians of the supper requisites. 

To Stan and his family, our ‘sincere sympathy. from ‘all 
eo ling VsieigiticW@ 
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VICTORTAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION (V.F.N.C.A.) 
LABOUR DAY WEEKEND A.G.M. AND CAMPOUT, 1989. 
HOSTED BY GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


LOCALITY: Bellarine Peninsula. 
ACCOMMODATION: Bunk--style, Ocean Grove Uniting Church 

Camp. $16/day including 3 meals. Caravan 

parks and motels in Ocean Grove and surround~ 

' ing area ( please book your ovm). p a 

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES:iarine Biology cruise in conjunction 
with Marine Studies personnel, approx 5 hours on Port 
Phillip and Swan Bays; beach walk, rock shelf walk,mangrove 
swamps, walk on Edwards Point (botany,birds), snorkelling 
with the seals (optional), discovering the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. 
The day boat trip and snorkelling will cost approx. $15. 
For those who are not seafarers another activity will 
be arranged. 
There will be opportunities to persue many favourite interests 
~birds,plants, marine biology, geology, sea--shore etc. 
A final programme will be circulated in February next 
year. 
Keep this weekend free and help to rejuvenate the V.F.N.C.A. 


THE GREAT TASMANIAN FORESTS WALK. NEW YEAR'S EVE TO 
FEBRUARY 5th, 1989. 


The Wilderness Society, in co-operation with bushwalking 
clubs and other organisations, is organising a walk 
from the north coast to the southern tip of Tasmania 
next summer. The aim of the walk is to promote an awareness 
of the precarious state of our forests in Tasmania, the 
mainland and overseas, by experiencing them, first hand.’ 

The walk extends over a 5 week period, but you can 
join it for a day, a week or a month; however long you 
like. * 

The walk will cater for all levels of fitness, experience 
and ages. 

Over the entire walk food will be provided, packs 
carried and camps prepared. For about $7 per day it’s 
a real bargain. 

Further information and registration forms are available 
from L.V.F.N.C. Secretary. 


en ennnnneneneeateienenememmamnenead 


SPECIAL NOTE 
Please bring any books containing plant keys to the 
October meeting to help with plant identification. 
Wildflowers of Victoria by Jean Galbraith. 
Wildflowers of South-East Australia by Jean Galbraith. 
Native Trees and Shrubs of South-Eastern Australia 


by Leon Costermans. 
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renee 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 21 1988 
a eee 


Magazine Editor. Pam Petschack will fill in for Lorna 
Long while she is away for this month. 

Spring Working Bee. Secretary contacted Andy Ringin. 
A weekday or Saturday October 22 will be all right with him. 
Secretary to let him know what is decided by Club members. 


Licola Campout. Members to be asked to put their names 
on the list as an approximate number has to be given to 
the Management. 


Programme Planning night. List te be circulated for 
September and to be in no later than October 10. 


November Excursion. Asuggestion was put forward that 
the Bird outing be combined with the official opening 
of the Ada Big Tree Reserve. No agreement was reached 
so had to be deferred until the next meeting after 
further suggestions are put forward. 


Conservation Co-ordinator 


Traralgon Creek Road Reserve submission to Mr. Noble, 
DCFL, and copy to L.R.C. 

Addressed panel on Code of Forest Practices. 
Provided plant and bird lists for area at Trafalgar 
for local group. ' 
Unable to attend lir. Roper's launching of coastal 
policy. Ro 

Report result of article on Strzelecki Ranges 
reforestation that was sent to CCV and ACF. 

To prepare submission on Water Resource ifanagement 
Series- Gippsland Water Resources environmental issues. 


Finance. 


Balance of cheque account $415.91 
After payment of all accounts passed at meeting. 


Supper roster October 28th Nora O'Reilly and partner. 
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| COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Inc. 


Meeting: Friday Novemher 25. 

Speaker: David Stickney."Birds." — 

Excursion: Saturday November 26 to Coolart 
near Somers by bus. 

Meeting place: 8am-Leaving Traralgon Hospital car. 
park. 


8.15-Pick up at Morwell Post Office. 
8.35+Pick up opposite MoeRailway 
Station. 
8.50-Trafalgar Post Office. 
9.10-Warragul. 
Cost of excursion is $11(bus) plus $3 entry. Total $14. 
Cheques to Ann Stewart beforehand if possible. 
Please advise Gwyn Trainor (34-3659) by Tuesday 22 if you 
cannot go. 
Bus leaves Coolart at 4pm. 


Bird Group: 
lieeting: Monday December 5. 
Meeting Place: West end of Edward Hunter 
- Reserve. Leader: E. Lubcke. 
Weet at the top end of Wirraway 
St.,Moe at 10 an. 
Warragul F.N.C. Contact secretary for details. 


Friends of Mount Worth Park. 


Action days 3rd Sunday of month. 
Contact J. Brooks for details: 056-231563 


Friends of Morwell National Park. 


December 11. Start 10am -1.30pm. Meet at end of Tebb Tce. 
Mand pull weeds and map location along proposed nature trail. 
Christmas BYO BBQ back at Fosters Gully picnic area. 


A.C.F. Local Group. 2nd Wednesday of month. 
; iligrant Resource Centre 
George St. Morwell. 


ISSN 1030 5084 
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HOLEY PLAINS STATE PARK 


Saturday October 8th was the date for a combined excursion 
with Bairnsdale F.N.C. and six members of that Club combined 
with three members of L.V.F.N.C. for the day. 

We were not sure of the weather, being rather cloudy, but 
there was plenty of sunshine between the heavy clouds. 

Me. Thompson was clected our leader, so the convey. moved« of 
in the direction of the Park. On the way there was a neoera 
show of Wedding Bush, Ricinocarpus pinifolius each side of the 
road, the cream flowers a perfect picture in the sunshine. 

The first stop was at West Boundary Road where a profusion 
of flowers was all around us. The Sticky. Boronia, B. anemonifciia, 
was a deep pink colour in contrast ‘to the Blunt Everlasting, 
Helichrysum obtusifolium, with their papery white flowers. ane 
first orchid find was the Waxlip,Glossodia major; and wa 
continued to see many throughout Ee day. The variation in 
colour was amazing. 

Other plants here were Golden Grevillea, G. _chrysothaea, 
Twiggy Guinea-flower, Hibbertia virgata,the Tassel Cord Bush, 
Restio tetraphyllus ,whi ch looked very sraceful.The Rink Beard- 
Heath, Leuc opogan ericoides, was plentiful, and all through 
the whole p: park were the large Saw Banksia, B. serrata and 
smaller Silver Banksia B. marginata. 

We journeyed onto Long Ridge Road and were delighted aa. 
large areas of Daphne Heath, Brachy lomadaphnoides, and also 
Flat~Pea, Platylobium obtusangulum,and dainty mauve flowers. of . 
Twining Fringe-Lily, Thysonotus pal SoD oge Another Hibbertia 
was here, the Erect Guinea -Flower, H H. stricta. 

Large areas of Silky Tea-tree, Leptospermum tospermun myrsinoides, were 
in full flower amid the Shining Peppermint E. nitida, their. 
woolly blooms an attraction to birds and butterflies. 

Driving along there was a splash of bright yellow which. was 
the Broad Wedge-Pea, Gom holobium latifolium, with their la Arse 
pea~shape flowers , and also purple flowers of the Rush Lily» : 
Sowerbaea juncea. © 

At Harriers Swamp the Ranger, ifr. Peter Lawrence, met us rae 
we stayed a short while where the Club loss, Selaginella Spe.) 
was found with some Sphagnum moss beside the swamp. 

We were led along Banksia Track past a stand of Black She- 
Oak, Casuarina littoralis, then stopped at a picnic area and 
saw Pink Fingers, Caladenia carnea, with delicate pink flowers. 
and many plants of Tall Sundew, Drosera auriculata, an insect 
eating plant with pink flowers. We noticed plants of Running 
Postman, Kennedia prostrata,the red flowers flat on the ground. 

Driving along Lime -Pit Road another splash of colour was 
deemed to be Mint Bush, Prostanthera af. denticuiata, a very . 
rich purple flower. We were told that this plant will be officially 
named next year. 

On arrival at Holey Hill Picnic area and our lunch spot, meh dares 
hurried to the picnic tables in an effort to beat the rain, and)-- 
managed to keep dry while enjoying a late lunch. 

The Pomaderris of the area was not to be seen easily; a few 
small plants were found. However, some Wallflower Orchids, Diuris 
Longifolia, » were BOUL and as we wallised along ‘the track many 
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plants of Love Creeper Conosperma volubile were twining through- 
out the undergrowth. On returning to the cars our talk continued 
over afternoon tea and it was then that the Ranger, Peter 
Lawrence, was thanked for his time with us. We were led out of 
the Park in two parties going in different directions, and just 
as we commenced our drive a tremendous thunderstorm overtook 
us. The heavy rain made us thankful to be in our cars, even if 
vision was difficult because of the heavy rain. 

Thus ended a most enjoyable day with friends of Bairnsdale 
Every @r, 

ile hope for another similar combined excursion in 1989. 


Lorna Long. 


GIPPSLAND MIDDENS 
A talk by Mr. Noel Pearce to the L.V.F.N.C. on September 23. 


ry 


Noel Pearce works for Victorian Archeological Survey (VAS) 
as a Site Officer for Gippsland. VAS has been in existence for 
15 years and employing Aboriginal people for the past 14 years. 

Noel's ares of responsibility covers Korrumburra to Wilson's 
Promontory and from the Snowy Mountains to !allacoota. . 

The main roles for Site Officers are to protect, manage and 
prevent destruction of Aboriginal sites by developers. There 
ape 1200 recorded sites in Gippsland plus 900 at Wilson's 
Promontory. | 

Work at present includes an ongoing project surveying along 
the coast from Lakes Entrance to Lake Corringlenear Orbost, 

a survey along the Mitchell River to identify any shelters 
with associated archeological deposits. A C.F.L. Ranger from 
Bairnsdale recently found some fresh water mussel shells which 
are regarded as highly significant. There are no other known 
shell deposits in the area. . 

Noel showed a number of slides from a variety of sites around 
Victoria. He explained that from an Aboriginal camp site, the 
only things that would probably survive would be post hole 
sites, stone tools, remains from shell fish and bones. liiddens 
may be from three metres to one kilometre wide and from one to 
four metres in depth. Different occupational layers may be 
evident. The oldest midden dates back about 15,000 years. 

We saw examples of scrapers, spear points, sliced rocks and 
implements for clearing scrub. Axes were sharpened on sand- 
stones. There was a slide of such a grinding stone near Stratford. 
Axe heads were sometimes inserted into a split sapling which 
would then grow around it. 

Tools were also used for removal of bark to provide shelter, 
for cutting canoes and for making toe~holds in trees as an aid 
to catching possums and as lookouts. The tree in the slide was 
from Wyperfield National Park but it is thought that Europeans 
may have made the toe~nholds. 

Several aspects of site management were shown. Fencing to 
keep out rabbits and control of erosion through revegetation. 
At BoolPool Peninsula the property owner's children were sliding 
down an embankment when they uncovered a skull! The police 
contacted V.A.S. The management plan for this site was to level 

contd pp 3 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (3) ISSUE No 299 NOVEMBER 1988 


GIPPSLAND MIDDENS contd... 


out the slope, lay enviromat and reseed, then star pickets were 
used to hold wire on top of this to keep all in place while 
revegetation occurred. 

Sometimes cages may be installed to préevent ‘ecucaicien. This 
was done at an art site in caves near the Snowy River. This 
place has been declared an archeological area which means. 


that written permiss ion must be obtained from V.A.S. to visits 


Another art site in a Grampians cave depicted Bunjil and his. > 
two dogs, creator of the Aboriginal people, the land and the 
EReCCas 

Consultation with local government bodies is most important. 
In one slide a Shire had bulldozed a dirt road through the 
middle of a midden. A happier outcome occurred at Mallacoota 
where discussions between. C.F.L.,V.A.S. and the Water Commiss- 
ion lead to a sewerage trench being dug underneath a burial | ‘= 
site instead of through phy Fs 

Sometimes where nothing further can be dene in fenma aR 
management, salvage operations are carried out. In the slide 
shown, the site was beins eroded. A one metre test pit is - 
excavated, and any shells, artifacts and soil samples are 
sent to the laboratory to try. and piece together a history 
of the site. 

Drinking water was an important consideration along travelling 
routes. An example of a natural rock well was interesting. 
It would probably have been covered with bark sheets held 
down with rocks to prevent contamination. 

Historical sites other than Aboriginal are also investigated. 
At Lake Condah in the Western District, a mission dormitory 
for young men was excavated PS Eat clay geal and var and 
football medals. . 

Noel finished this interesting evening by explaining that 
historical artifacts may be owned but that it is illegal to 
sell them. Most artifacts are housed at V.A.S. but it is 
hoped to have a Keeping Place near _Belabetelsio\=ie in the not too 
distant future. 

oes Julie Parker... 


ABORIGINAL HIDDEN SITES 
Excursion led by Noel Pearce of Victorian Archeological Survey. 


Wie left home on a sparkling morning and drove through the — 
Dumbalk valley enjoying | the scenery and surrounds. We paused 
to allow a family of wood ducks to cross the road. On the 
Lower Tarwin Road we noticed a patch of the White Kunzea 
Kunzea ambigua which is far west of its normal occurrence at 
Yanakie. We think the HEE may: have been introduced during road 
construction. = ° & 

At Tarwin Lower Began Eee gathered and the excursion 
moved off to Venus Bay to inspect a midden on a vacant block 
amongst the houses in the township. It was approximately half 
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a mile inland midway between the inlet and the coast. The 
midden consisted of a large mound of emoemen eet shells markin 
the site of the old cooking fires. © 

Wemoved. on to Harmer's Haven near Wonthaggi ‘to the site of 
leyers of shell fragments exposed by the eroding dunes. The 
shell fragments included abolone, limpets, whelks, Bivalves 
and other sheils of rocky shores. 

After lunching in a sheltered nook amongst the teatree, we 
ventured further along the shore to investigate more middens. 
These middens are often found near freshwater and this proved 
to be the case on this excursion. There were clusters of kelp 
flies clinging to the rock face of the cliff. A sand blow had 

exposed a midden allowing shell fragments to accumulate in a 
hollow. There were extensive plantinzs of Hiarram Grass on the 
sand blow with a few plants of the also introduced purple | 
croundsel Senecio. elegans and other plants also helping to . 
bind the sand. It is seldom that stone fragments are found | 
on these sand blows. as the stones sink into the loose sand 
leaving only the shell fragments visible on the surface. ‘These . 
middens are probably very ancient as carbon dating of shell ; 
fragments from Venus Bay gave a reading of approximately 
2,800 years. Amongst the Coast Teatree Leptospermum leavigatum 
and other shrubbery a hairy form of the Silky Teatree Lepto-... 
spernum myrsinoides - was flowering. — 

uring the excursion Mr.Pearce distributed some recording 
sheets to show how the survey is conducted and the sites a 
recorded. He also answered members! questions on the habits. _ 
of the Aborigines. he BH IOT Ms: 

At about 2.30pm the threatening storm broke, driving the .. 
party, in great haste, to the shelter of the teatree thickets. 
A rather damp party finally headed for home ees againg 1 to an 
end an interesting and enjoyable excursion. 


Fllen Lphatoht Sa. 
Oliver Thompson. 


_.. EXTRACTS FROM V.A.S. ifEWS 
The Newsletter of The Victorian Archeological Survey. 


August 1988. 


In modern urban societies such as Melbourne it is easy to 
forget that food is seasonal. Our large wholesale markets are 
supplied by extensive freight networks. 

Aborigines, on the other hand, exploited seasonal change 
not by transporting food but by moving from place to place 
according to seasonal food supply. Insights into patterns of 
movement can be gained from a study of archeological records. — 
A study of camp sites, for example, will often reveal the remains 
of meals consisting of seasonal foods. These could include the 
bones of migratory birds or the remains of emu eggs.But at , 
Discovery Bay near Portland, Michael Godfrey is taking another 
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approach. The process involves analysing samples, taken from. a 
ancient shell middens , of the common shellfish, .pipi.--Small- 
fragments of pipi. are ground up and analysed for the presence 
of two different isotopes of oxygen found in the lime of the 
shell. 

Isotopes are different forms of the same element, in this 
case oxygen. There are two oxygen isotopes~ known as 160 and 
180. The amount of each found in sea water varies according to 
the temperature of the sea. As the pipi grows, .changes. in =- 9.0 
isotopes are. incorporated into the lime of its shell. ; 

Just as a tree's growth can be followed by examining its rings, 

so a pipi accumulates annaul layers of lime.By analysing the 

amount of isotope in each layer, the time of year when the 
shell was harvested and eaten can be discovered. 

The work of ifichael Godfrey offers a window on the past: 
iliddens used by Aborigines many thousands of years ago may 
reveal new and e3 cciting information about the way in. which~ 
the first Australians nalshoLe! in order to exploit. seasonal poodee 


Mounds recorded at Kanyapella, an ancient lake bed near 
Barmah Forest in. northern Victoria, varied in size from less 
than a metre to 2-3 metres in width..Similar mounds sound 
along the Murray are up to 3,000 years old. 

They accumulate from clay Abonieines collected from the 
river bed and rolled into balls to retain heat while cooking’ 
at the camp~site. Fresh water mussels, for example , could — 
be placed in the centre of the clay and baked in the SHEER 
of a fire. 

Scarred trees result from stripping bark. Scar sizes vary. 
according to use. Large canoes or bark for shelter leave larger 
scars than shields or containers.Bark was removed by cutting 
the required shape with a stone axe then levering it from. 
tree. Red gum and black box trees were the most commonly 
used, The best time to remove bark was when the sap was running. 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


We have become aware of some errors and misconceptions. 
contained in the article about Flinders Ranges and Grampians 
published in Latrobe Valley Naturalist, October 19838. 

Mps. Blucher has made a list of the corrections and this 
will be MEEIENING for anyone MAX) would like mip 


: 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 26, 1988 


Ten members present and five apologies. 
Naturalist Editor: Pam Petschack is willing to take on this 
pasition. 


Program Meeting: Held on October 18. Secretary contacting 
speakers etc. 


Astronomical Society:'e have been contacted by Chris Stockdale 
and have arransed to visit the Observatory on November 11. 
Details to be given at General lieeting. 


U.N.P.A.Calendar:\Wie were shown the 1989 calendar which is 
of the “desk variety. It looked nice but seemed impractical 
in the view of the Committee. Members can order if they wish. 


November meeting and excursion:David Stickney to be the speaker 
on Birds and the excursion will be a bus trip to Coolart 

(24 seater bus). Names to be listed at October meeting. 

Cost $11 plus $3 admission to Coolart. Please send to 


Treasurer before meeting if possible. 


Finance:Balance $440.89 . Accounts for payment: $75 postage, 
hall hire $20, Y.M.C.A. $6. 


Correspondence:Earls Road Land Care Group re Trafalgar Water 
Trust area. Copy of submission. 

East gippsland Coalition re donations. 

Gryphon Gallery re exhibition. Already finished. 

Museum of Victoria re Salinity, Salt and the Earth Exhibition. 
iinistre of Planning and the Environment re request for grant. 
C.C.V. Newsletter. 

Gippsland Coalition-- affiliation approved. 

Wilderness Society re Public iieeting in November re Saving 
Tasmania's Forests. ~— 

Girl Guides re knowledge of edible plants in the area.Mrs. 
Thompson to look into this. 


Publications:Victorian Naturalist, Geelong Naturalist, - 
F.O.M.N.P. Newsletter, L.R.C. Strategy; S.G.A.P. Maroondah 
Group Newsletter,N..C.(Tas) Naturalist, L.R.C. publicity 
“Tiid Gippsland Catchnent® 


Conservation Coordinator's Report: 

In company with Jim and Peg Wall, Ollie and I visited Paul 
Noisette, Asst. Engineer, Narracan Shire, re™ ‘animals crossing" 
signs at Auchterlonic Reserve. 

Trafalgar Water Reserve: Received list of plants we identified, 
letter to Shire President, Letter to Mrs. Murphy including 
copy of letter, spoke to Asst. Engineer, Shire of Narracan 

re plant list and reserve. 

Jim Blucher prepared submission on Environmental Issues, 
Gippsland Water Resources. 

Prepared draft letter to D.C.F.L. re rail reserves, 

Jim and Peg Wall and Oliie and I carried out survey of orchid 
plants in what was originally Shire of Traralgon Wildflower 
Reserve on Traralgon Greek Road. There is to be a meeting 
between L.R.C.,D.C.F.L.,.Shire and L.V.F.N.C. re site of 
road through reserve. 

Request for help from Joy Johnstone and friends re Water Ski 
Club on Lake Tyers. Referred local people to Jon Neville, 
M.P.E. , for information. Next C'ttee meeting November 23, 
Y.H.C.A.Morwell. 7.30pm. 

Supper roster:November 25, D. Chipman and P. Delahey. 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS 
CLUB. HON. SECRETARY. MEETING. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Inc. 


Mrs G.Trainor . 7.30pm.on 4th Friday 
Ph. 343659 each month at 
PeOmboxsZ05 Reg.Education Centre 
MORWELL 3840 Kirk Street MOE 


SALE SHAN Cs lir.D.C.liacreadie 8.00pm. on lst Friday 
Stoney Creek Rd. each month. Room 13 
COWVARR 3857 Continuing Education 


Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 
SALE. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr F.Hanley Monthly excursion 


9Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 
Ph. 056 232747 


Contact Secretary. 


" “TRNSDALE F.N.C. Beth Isakson | + y' Pare: 2 
Taps ey 10 Cumming Street 8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
Paynesville 3880 each month at 


C.W.A.Hall 
"BAIRNSDALE. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Due March 31st Payable to Hon.Treasurer Mrs A.Stewart 
P.0.Box 169 
3 Newborough 3825. 
NATURALIST $8.00 FAMILY $12.00 SINGLE MEMBER $ 10.00 


Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. ; 
LATROBE VALLEY NATWRALIST is the official publication ee the 
LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB Inc. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are Mpteea from 
ilembers of all Clubs and should be addressed to 
Hon.Editor 
Mes. L.Long 
99 Ghesbemiedn Road 
Newborough 3825. 
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COMING EVENTS 


L.V.F.N.C. Inc. 
Meeting: Friday January 20,1989. 
ifiembers’ night. 
Campout: J. a M2 4 January 28,29,30,1989. 


Traralgon High School Camp,Licola. 
Cost $6 per night. 

B.Y.0. food,pillows and sheets/ 
sleeping bags. 

March Campout:F.N.C.V. Labour Day Weekend, March,1989. 
Ocean Grove Uniting Church Camp. 
$16/day including 3 meals. 

Caravan parks and motels in Ocean 
Grove and surrounding area (please 
book your own). 


LLL LLL LLL LLC LLL LLL LE CLL LCN LLC LL CL Neen 


Warragul F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


SS ee 
Friends of Mt. Worth Park. 


Action days 3rd Sunday of month. 
Contact J. Brooks for details: 056--231563 


Se ee ene teen 


A.C.F. Local Group: Second Wednesday of month. 
Migrant Resource Centre 
George St. ,liorwell. 


LO Spenser 


ISSN 1030 5084 


“Latrobe °Valley “Field “Naturalists 


JANUARY 
20th 
27-29th 


FEBRUARY 
24th 
25th 


MARCH 
17th 
18th 


APRIL 
28th 
29th 


MAY 
26th 
27th 


JUNE 
23rd 
24th 


JULY 
.28th 
29th 


AUGUST 
25th 
26th 


SEPTEMBER 
22nd 


23rd 


OCTOBER 
27th 
28th 


NOVEMBER 
24th 
25th 


DECEMBER 
9th 


1990 
JANUARY 


19th 
26-29th 


1989 PROGRAMME 


Members' slide night. Dial-a-Safari slide talk. 
Camp-out - Licola, Traralgon High School Camp 


S.E.C. Rural Services, L.V.: Fire Control 
Visit area for slow burn, late March 


A.G.M. and film 
Margaret Rowe: Rock pool area 


Joan Vincent: Birds 
Sale common 


Fungi 
Related excursion 


Andrew Blackburn: Fraser Island and S.E. Gld. 
Local excursion b eta 


Gary Richardson: Microscopic life 
Pond life in local area 


Barry Traill: Endangered species 
Royal Melbourne Zoological Gardens 


JaneCalder: Overview of Victoria's State and 
National Parks 
Valencia Creek 


Sid Cook: Reptiles 
Boat Cruise 


Nick Barton: Spiders 
Excursion (unrelated! ) 


Christmas Party 


Members! Slide Night 
ANA Day Weekend Camp-out 


ice 
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“BIRDS OF EAST GIPPSLAND 7 
A talk by Barry Traill to L.V.F.N.C. on October 23, 1987. 


*-Our former “Club Mascot", Barry Traill, returned to us in 
October, 1987, in the guise of lecturer on the birds of East 
Gippsland. He chose that district because of its BO EN 
and henée revelance, to us and because. of the diversity: lope 
habitat-it offers - from the rain forests of lMallacoota to 
the dry woodlands of the Snowy’ River valley and the coastal 
heaths. The area dealt with extends from Lakes Entrance across 
the Snowy River to the NSW border and contains a very wide ~~ 
variety of birds, most of which are Sle pte to all of Gippsland 
but some are special to that area. : 

Barry presented a large number of Tides Gros tly borrowéd) 
of birds, arranged in groups, and provided insights into. ‘some 
of their more: interesting. features. 

COMMON BIRDS 


The most common bird in Victoria, numerically, is, “Surprisingly. 
the Thornbill which is really common.in areas of heavy growth - 
the Brown Thornbill occurring. in. thick’ ‘undergrowth ‘and the |: 
Striated Thornbill occurring in eucalypt canopy. The White... 
Browed Serub Wren is very common in undergrowth and also in... 
gardens amongst, the native plants. Everyone's favourite - the» 
Blue. Wren. The Grey Fantail - the commonest fly-catcher, wide-~ 
spread in- gardens (Ganectaiy in winter). The Yellow.Robin. is 
renowned for its tameness. All of the above. birds are widespread 
throughout a wide range of habitats. 

The beautiful Golden: ee far outshining. the dowdy female. 
The Crested Shrike-tit - a real ly lovely bird, fascinating to 
watch feeding on insécts in eucalypt bark.The very beautiful... 
Spotted Pardalote -~ about half sparrow size, feeds high in ‘the 
canopy but nests in tunnels in earth banks. The Lyrebird ~ VEN 
shy but also common, partly because it is so adaptable. one 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike has a tiny nest. 

Three birds ‘not common but found in many forest mabitaee in 
East Gippsland, i.e.Hast Gippsland “specialities‘' not found. 
elsewhere in Gippsland. The White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike - a 
relative of the Black--faced Cuckoo-shrike, rare outside East 
Gippsland. The Square--tailed Kite - beautiful in flight; a forest 
bird, flies’ just above the canopy and robs other birds' nests. 
The Glosss “Black Cockatoo - a specialist on casuarina eee 
in Victoria’ ‘restricted to Fast Gippsland. 


HEATH SPECIES. 

The Beautiful Firetail an stunning eed with a. eae red. 
rump; sometimes found in forests. The Emu Wren ,-one of the | 
smallest birds. in. Australia, is so named because of its tail . 
feathers. with widely spaced filaments without barbs, like an. 
emu's. It has a very. “high-pitched call, difficult for the elderly 
to hear. The Turquoise Parrot is an Fast Gippsland anomaly, a8 
being typically a bird of the dry woodlands but now found quite” 
commonly in the East Gippsland heathlands after being assumed 
extinct in the 1920's.The Ground Parrot is a specialist, inhabiting 
only heath that is burnt. regularly = after the heath.is about... 
five years old the birds move out; they have a haunting call, | 
climbing the scale. The Chestnut-rumped Heath Wren, also called 
Hylacola, ia.a very small bird, quite common but rarely reported | 


Terese) aps iby 
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because it is so hard to find. The Eastern Bristlebird occurs in 
Victoria only in East Gippsland. 


MOUNTAIN HABITAT BIRDS 


Amongst the wet sclerophyll forests and waratahs of Roger River 
to the Errinundra Plateau are huge forests of very old, large 
cimber which provide homes for a very high number of birds. The 
White Goshawk and the Grey Goshawk are quite rare ( the same 
species ,different coloured individuals only),but very efficient 
and fast predators. The Wonga Pigeon, very plump, likes walking 
rather than flying, very common, typically seen by roadsides 
picking up seeds. Bell Hiners or Bell-birds are very attractive ~ 
close up though hard to see; they are.qiute common in West and. 
East Gippsland, but not in Central Gippsland; they are very 
competitive and aggressive towards other species. The Satin. 
Flycatcher builds a beautiful nest on.a horizontal dead branch, 
some 20 metres above the ground. The King Parrot. may be seen in 
wet sclerophyll forests, and also at times in people's gardens. 
The Satin’ Bowerbird decorates its bower with blue objects and is” . 
one of the very few birds to use tools ~ it paints its bower i 
with a stick. The Crescent Honeyeater is a real blackberry lover, 
and is one of the commonest honeyeaters in wet forests. 


RAINFOREST AREAS 


Sub=tropical: These small pockets of rainforest occur mainly in 
gullies, with creepers, vines and lilly pillies predominating, 
and are not very rich in birds. Brown Warblers are small and 
indistinct. Black-faced Monarchs, or Flycatchers, are migrants, 
usually arriving in spring. Lewin's Honeyeater is found near 
pittosporum (and also in the Morwell National Park). 


Cool temperate: Commonly typefied by sassafras under the canopy 
of tall. shining gums, high up in the ranges, especially the 
Errinundra Plateau; also not very rich in birds. The Large-billed 
Serubwren has no distinctive markings; quite common in CER EE 
rainforests. Pink Robins will breed only in dense forests, such 
as. beech or sassafras; often seen in Tarra/Bulga National Park. 


DRY WOODLANDS’ 


Following the Snowy River, north from Buchan are very dry 
woodlands consisting mainly of white box and native pines. The 
birds here are very different, making their only appearance 
_in Gippsland here. The Fuscous Honeyeater is rather drab and 
inconspicuous while the Yellow-tufted Honeyeater is quite striking: 
both sometimes act as foster parents to pseudo-offspring fobbed 
off by Pallid Cuckoos. The Weebill is a very small bird with, 


as. expected, a very small bill. The Speckled Warbler is a quite 
striking ground-feeding bird. Brown Treecreepers also often feed 


on the ground. White-winged Choughs live in large social groups 
and are very noisy and raucous. Tawny Frogmouths have marvellous 
camouflage, which they use pretending to be stumps. 

NOCTURNAL BIRDS 


These are mostly widespread throughout Australia, but some of 
the larger owls are quite rare ~ they take live prey and need 
large areas to forage in, so East Gippsland is quite a strong- 
hold for them. 

Barry presented a. number of slides of night birds accompanied 
by taped calls to give some of the atmosphere of calls in the 
’ bush. First, the Boobook Owl with a very common call heard by 
' ‘most people, occasionally confused with the Frogmouth - very 
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most people, occasionally confused with the Frogmouth = very 
widespread and very adaptable, often in farmlands , eating mostly 
insects. The Powerful Owl is the largest in Australia, up to 

two feet (600mm) high, tends to roost in favourite trees, eats 
animals up to medium-sized brush-tailed possums, has very large 
disconcerting eyes and gives a slower, deeper call. The Screaming 
Yoman Bird which utters blood-curdling screams also has a much 
more conventional, barking, call which gives it the identity of 
the Barking. Owl; males and females bark at different pitches, 
giving out very interesting conversations. They are of intermediate 
size, eat lots of rabbits and can be quite aggressive. The 

Sooty Owl has a typically hunched appearance and is generally 
restricted to rain-forest gullies, especially in East Gippsland. 
Its call is another screech; known as the "Screaming Bomb" call 
which carries for three or four kilometres; it has a diverse 

diet, feeding off the ground as well as in trees. The Masked 

Owl is the largest of the barn owls, and, although ‘fairly common 
in Tasmania, the only. regular. Victorian reportings of its presence 
are from East Gippsland. 


CONCLUSION 


-For a final slide Sarpy could not resist showing us a Yellow- 
bellied Glider representing his current field project on mammals 
and letting us hear: ats unearthly call sounding like a motor- 
mower starting up. 

. It was a delight to whave a former junior member of L.V.F.N.C. 
back to give us such a well-informed, entertaining and Peer 
insight into a number of our birds. 


David Trainor. 


-Extract from a letter from David Trainor to Barry Traill. “24/10/88 


I could give you a> long list of the reasons for the delay in 
completing this project, but the predominant factor was the 
intense dislike that” my: ‘tape recorder took to the recording of 
your lecture. Every time I attempted to listen to it the recorder 
grabbed the tape, wrapped.it around its capstan and refused to 
_disgorge it without being dismembered. You can probably 
understand why I finished up finding it preferable to find some 
other way of filling in my time - to the unfortunate detriment 
of what should have been a quite pleasant, and even enjoyable, 
duty. Nevertheless, I do OSE my apologies. 


David Trainor. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON NOVEIMRER 23,1988. 


Nine members were present. 
Finance:balance of $453.89. Account for payment- Select Office 
Supplies ,$52.80. Sub.F.N.C.V. 2 years $46.00. Petty cash Sec.$50.00 


le are pleased that Pam Petschack has taken up the position _ 
of Editor. Contact no. 056-331925 or 8 Church St., Trafalgar. 4 


Secretary reported that the 1989 program is looking good. We 
will hear more later. 
January campout. 15 people have booked so far. Please contact 
Secretary if you would like to attend. 
Gippsland Waters Coalition Report from N. Grigg. 
M. Marschaleck will obtain key to meeting room and look after 
ehe supper requisites. John Mewett available also. 

RsiCs Landscape Committee awaiting report on beau eco OU 
ne ‘approaches and exits of local towns 
We need people to offer to write up meetings and excursions. 
Please consider this when the 1989 program is available. «© 
Christmas EDRAIES December 10. Details to be announced at General 


Meeting... 
Discussion .re bus tats excursion to. sCoodants were 
Correspondence: C.C.V. re meeting. M.G.R.M.B. re. family nae =I 


Nov.20. P...Rayment gave report. F. fi C. Ve re subscription. 
V.N.P.A. re books available. Y. M.C.A. re meeting roo; 

F.N.C.V. re.March campout. eo 

Publications: Nature Territory , ‘Environment ‘Victoria, Si. oH A. Pee 
iiaroondah . Group, Newsletter. Annual Report Coal Corporation Vic. 
Boola Boola Reserve: Reported that there has been a car cumpe ds: 
in the area and Reserve has been logged and burned. A meeting: 
with C.F.L. arranged about this matter. Signs to be SASRIEV EL | 

and workers told about Reserve etc, ete, oad we 4 in 
Natural’ History liédallion presentation: attended by” invited’ si RE 
Club members. 


liv. J.Blucher has been iF Tenge BECNO Dect tnetak 8 a 
Co-ordinator. This will be a great help to lirs.Thompson. 


January meeting will be a Members' Night so look out a small 
selection of interesting slides or photographs. . 

Cost of Naturalist to be investigated with we possibility of 
an increase in the future. | 

Next Committee meeting on Wednesday, January 18,1989 at Y.M.C.A. 
Morwell at 7.30pm. 

Supper roster: January 20, 1989 June Lubecke and forend. 


Conservation Co-ordinator's enous 
Posted submissions on:"Statewide Assessment ee Public Land Use” 


and "Proposed Recommendations on Mallee Area Review" both to LCC. 


With other organisation representatives we attended a meeting «=<... r 
with members of the Steering Committee appointed by Mrs. Kirner 
to advise the Minister on softwood and hardwood plantations. " 


This meetiong’ was | to alert the community to terms of reference of. 
the study, to give us the timetable for submissions and the report 
and to inform. us of the type of information the committee would 
hope to recieve in the submissions.Paper for us to write submissions 
is due this month and submissions due by the and of January. ... 
With other Club.members a census of plants in Wirilda was compiled 
for the Wirilda Committee.June Lubcke supplied bird lists for the 
same area. 

Collected information about use of Velpar and Lontrel for spraying 
pine plantations. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS 
LUB HON. SECRETARY . MEETING. 


° 
os 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C, Inc. Mrs G.Trainor . 7.30pm.on 4th Friday 
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' SALE F.N.C. lir.D.C.IMacreadie 8.00pm. on 1st Friday 
Stoney Creek Rd. each month. Room 13 
COWWARR 3857 Continuing Education 


Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 
SALE. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr F.Hanley Monthly excursion 


9Princes Highway 
Warragul 3820 
Ph. 056 232747 


Contact Secretary. 


BATRNSDALE F.N.C. Beth Isakson 
10 Cumming Street 8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
Paynesville 3880 each month at 


C.W.A.Hall 
BAIRNSDALE. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Due March 31st Payable to Hon.Treasurer - - Mrs A.Stewart 


P.0.Box 169 
Newborough 3825. 
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LATROBE VALLEY NATWRALIST is the official publication of the 

LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB Inc. ; 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
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Hon.Editor 
Mes. L.Long 
99 Chamberlain Road 
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COMING EVENTS 
L.V.F.N.C. Inc. 


Meeting: Friday, January 20, 1989. 
Members’ night.Please bring a small 
selection of interesting slides or 
photographs. 
Dial~a-Safari slide talk will also 
be presented. 


Campout: January 27,28,29, 1989. 
Traralgon High School Camp, Licola. 
Cost $6/night. 
Bring your own food, pillows, and 
sleeping bags/sheets. 


March Campout V.F.N.C.A:Labour Day Weekend, liarch 1989. 
Ocean Grove Uniting Church Camp. 
$16/day including three meals. 


ee ee an nner RRR Ingman aehenneenenenemnenenenen aeemnnennmenenents 


Warragui F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


Friends of Mt. Worth Park: 


Action days 3rd Sunday of the month. 
Contact J. Brooks for details: 056-231563 


i 


A.C.F. Local Group: Second Wednesday of month. 


Migrant Resource Centre. 
George St. Morwell. 


ee ER 
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ALIATEUR _ ASTRONOMY 


On August 26,1988,Chris Stockdale,President of the Latrobe 
Valley Astronomical Society ,spoke =O our members on the role of 
the amateur astronomer in helping the professional astronomer 
and of the work they are doing in astronomy. 

He then went on to speak about it in detail,starting with 


“What is astronomy?" 


This is the science concerned with the observation and inter- 
pretation of radiation (ie.light,heat,radio waves and x-rays) 
received in the vicinity of the earth from the component 
parts of the Universe. 


The role of the amateur astronomer: 
1. Aid to the professionals. 
2. Comet discovery and observation. 
3. Observing and photographing the planets. 
4, Observing meteors. 
5. Lunar and solar eclipse observations. 
6. Observing variable stars. 
7. Nova and supernova discoveries and observations. 
8. Occultations. 
9. Grazing occultations.* 


He then followed this with a number of slides of the moon, 
Halley's comet's path through our Solar System and graph 
slides showing Supernova 1987A and Grazing Occultations.* 


Chris finished his talk by telling us something of the 
other activities of the L.V.Astronomical Society which includes: 
Public education 
Education of its members 
General observations(to know the night sky). 
Occultation and satellite timing. 
Astrophotography (which is astronomical photography). 


Thanks to Chris Stockdale whose notes greatly assisted me 


in writing this short article. Mavilyn Marschalek. 


AN EVENING AT THE OBSERVATORY 


On Friday November 11,1988,at 8.30pm five members and two 
friends: met Chris Stockdale and his wife at the L.V.Astronomical 
Society's Observatory at Coach Road. 

It was just becoming dark and the brightest light in the 
sky was the planet Mars. We could see a spherical shape as 
Mars is one of the nearer planets to earth. 

The moon was a small crescent but we were all quite eager 
to view the moon and its fascinating formations.We were told 
that it was better to look at the moon when it was not so 
bright, as we would have been unable to see so well. 

More stars could now be seen and the telescope was pointed 
at Alpha Centauri, one of the pointers of the Southern Cross. 
Alpha Centauri is what is known as a double star and we could 
see two definite stars shining brightly as we TOO through 
the telescope. 


r 


Cont. p.2eeeeses 
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AN EVENING AT THE OBSERVATORY cont.... 


Another planet now in view was Saturn.The rings were evident 
to all as we climbed the ladder to look into the eyepiece of 
the telescope. Lots of time was taken up as Chris moved the 
telescope and ladder in the search for more stars. It was 
surprising how fast the planets moved as they went out of 
our view in a very short time. 

Jupiter was bright in the sky but near the cloud of water 
vapour from the Power Station.Nevertheless we still managed 
to see it through the cloud. 

Canopus was a brisht star and we were all pleased to observe 
this particular star. Three satellites were seen as we gazed 
upwards looking for more things to look at.We were especially 
impressed with a star cluster which appeared as a giant 
sparkler. » : 

It was getting much cooler and we had seen quite a few 
exciting things,so it was then that we thanked Chris for 
his time and left the area for home. 

Lorna Long. 


WARNING TO BIRD WATCHERS 


Let me tell you about an adventure that befell me on the 
way home from Mirboo recently. I stopped at my roadside plantation 
to admire the succession of wattles gladdening the winter. 
Bush rats live in that plantation, the earth is honeycombed 
with their burrows.Every so often they nibble the roots off 
one of my trees,underground,so that finally the tree keels over. 
They are not particular as to species and I have lost some 
nice things there. Having satisfied myself that the rats are 
either dormant for winter or gone up to EXDpO , I changed my 
shoes and prepared to drive on. 

At that moment a huge balloon of starlings came inte view, 
wheeling and diving before a falcon. Being a birdo I dallied. 
A thousand birds turned as one and came straight at the car, 
rising slightly to clear it. As they passed,a peculiar sound 
smote the air, as if a hurricane, accompanied by hail had 
swept overhead. You've guessed it! The terrified mob were 
simply raining liquid manure and my clean white car was, in 
an instant, covered all over but not with sweet violets. 
Hubcaps, windscreen and all. 

I sneaked home hoping no one would recognise me and praying 
for a shower of rain. It took me half an hour of warm sponging 
to clean the car. I hope that falcon got a few of them! 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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WILD FLOWER EXCURSION OCTOBER 10,1988 


The assembled company left the meeting place with Mr. and 

- Mrs. Thompson as our leaders, two more cars joined us so a 
total of 13 cars was our convoy. 

The first stop was at the Traralgon South Flora and Fauna 
Reserve, just off the CaligneeSouth Road. This reserve was given 
in lieu of another which is now in the Loy Yang project. 
Motorbikes travelled past our cars frequently, as their track 

-is next to the reserve. 

We were keen to identify the flowers from our lists given 
to us, using our skills practised the previous evening, with 
guidance from Mrs. Thompson.The area was dry but we could 
still find many flowers. A spectacular show of Curling Everlasting 
Nelichrysum scorpioides greeted us as we walked along the track. 
Many Waxlip Orchids Glossodia major were found with Milkmaids 
Burchardia umbelliata. Some Diuris longifolia Wallflower Orchid 

were found as well as many Green-comb Spider-orchids Caladenia 
dilatata and some seeds of Acianthus. 

s we continued our walk more discoveries were made and there 
were many calls to others to “come and see this" as more 
exciting flowers were found. pa 

We were particularly delightedwith the Fringe-lilies, two 
species were in the reserve. The Twining Fringe-lily Thysanotus 

atersonii was plentiful and the more spectacular Common Fringe- 
fis T.tuberosus, one had four beautiful flowers. There was some 
common Flat-pea Platylobium obtusangulum and many Bottle 

oi Daisies which were- deemed to be the Blue Bottle Daisy 

' .Lagenophora stipitata even though it was a white flower. 

The trees were predominantly Prickly Stringybark 

E. consideniana and some Messmate E. obliqua. All had blackened 
trunks as the result of previous fires in the area. 

_. Qur journey was then along Calignee South Road passing some 
Silky Teatree, Leptospermum myrsinoides on the roadside. The 
lunchtime stop was in the proposed Flora and Fauna Reserve recently 
suggested by the Land Conservation Council to retain the variety 
of eucalypt associations in the district. 

Some exploration found Golden Grevillea G. chrysophaea and the 
spectacular Broad-wedge Pea Gompholobium latifolium.The Wattles 
had finished flowering but we were able to admire the lovely 
pods, bright in the sunshine. 

_The Sunshine Wattle, A terminalis had many pods and we were 
shown the distinctive glands on the stems.Sweet Wattle 
A. sauveolens had many pods, but the glands were not so prominant. 

After this sojourn we travelled by road around two sides of 
the reserve which is proposed to be 833 hectares 

We travelled along Traralgon Creek Road, past Loy Yang and on 
to Clarkes Road where a floral delight awaited us. There were 
masses of Yellow Bulbine Lilies, Bulbine bulbosa, with a purple 
Chocolate Lily Dichopogon strictus and everywhere we walked there 
were Greantecebesetden orchidevand Brown Beaks Lyperanthus 


sauveolens. : 
t was nice to see the Small Grasstree Xanthorrhoea minor 


and more Curling Everlastings. More blue flowers were Black- 


anther Flax-lily Dianella revoluta and Tall Bluebell Wahlenbergia 
stricta, with Blue Grass-lily Caesia vittata and a white form 


of the same. There was a patch of Climbing Apple-berry , 
Billardiera scandens with its delicate green bé1is8; Bee: 5: ae 
Sener ere ee we peg, Pate peter an fs Bnt. pike... 
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WILDFLOWER EXCURSION ....cont 


It was then decided that we go to the Low Quality Dam area 
where we could overlook the area towards Loy Yang Power Station. 
Here we all enjoyed afternoon tea as we sat on the high bank. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson were thanked for their help during the 
day and all voted it a most enjoyable day. So ended another 
excursion with Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists. 


Lorna Long. 


QUESTIONS ASKED ON EXCURSION 29.10.88. 


The Yams we looked at on Clarkes Road are correctly called 
Yam Daisies (liicroseris scapigera) and not just Yams. Yams grow 
in northern Australia and belong to the genena Dioscorea. Howw- 
ever for Yam Daisies A.B.and J.\.Cribb in “Wild Food in 
Australia" state “the fleshy roots were used extensively by 
the Victorian Aborigines who roasted them’. It continues that 
authors differ as it is reported “the tubers of the Yam Daisy 
are sweet with a flavour of coconut; while another author suggests 
that they taste more like a radish than a potato”. 


How did the Bottle-daisies get their common name? The achene 
(or seed) of many daisies can have a pappus (like a thistle seed) 
or a very short pappus or even no pappus at all; but most of: them 
have an even top to the seed itself. The achene of the Bottle- 
daisies has no pappus but has a neck to one side on the top 
of the achene like an old-fashioned water-bottle., I imagine 
this is how these daisies got their common name. 


Bon Thompson. 


BIRD NOTES 


From my kitchen window I can see a grevillea dotted all over 
with red flowers and Spinebills. Crescents are sometimes very 
vocal along with the Yellow-faces but this is the first season 
I have been favoured by the Yellow-wings or New Holland 
Honeyeaters in my part of town. I notice the Wattle-birds are 
busy courting so spring can’t be far atay. 

Ellen tenant 


PELICANS AT THE TIP 


Taking a load of garden prunings to the Colac tip I was 
appalled to see, along with the expected seagulls, a considerabie 
number of pelicans happily scrounging amongst the odorous, 
smoky heaps of garbage. 

I don't know if they were a special breed, perhaps a tip. pelican, 
but they were certainly not the same as the immaculately groomed 
pelicans seen adjoining Lake Colac. Instead their plumage was 
rather scruffy and appeared quite a dirty yellow. 

These vagabonds had a somewhat raffish appearance compared with 
their dignified compatriots seen soaring over or paddling on the 
lake. 

Looks like there's pelicans and pelicans! 

John Mewett. 
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L.V.F.N.C.AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND CAMPOUT 
AT LICOLA. JANUARY 27,28,29, 1989. 


This will be held at the Traralgon High School camp at 
Licola. 

Cost is $6 per night. 

B.Y.0. food, pillows and sheets/sleeping bags. 

Further details available at the January meeting. 


ce 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 
LABOUR DAY WEEKEND MEETING/CAMPOUT 


LOCALITY: Bellarine Peninsula. 

ACCOMMODATION: Bunk--style,Ccean Grove Uniting Church Camp, 

' $16/day including three meals. Caravan Parks and 
liotels in Ocean Grove and surrounding area (please 
book your own). 

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES: llarine Biology cruise in conjunction with 

Tiapine Studies Centre personnel, approximately 5 hours on 

Port Phillip and Swan Bays; beach walk, rock-shelf walk, 

mangrove swamps, walk on Edwards Point (botony ,birds), 

snorkelling with the seals (optional), discovering the Ocean 

Grove Nature Reserve. 

This will be predominantly a'Coastal” weekend with a variety 
of habitats - sea, seashore, rock shelf, mangroves, fresh- 
water lake. This should be a “different weekend especially 
for inland members. Barbeque lunches (weather permitting). 

The day~boat trip and snorkelling with the seals will cost 
approximately $15 each. For those who are not seafarers, a 
sea shore/mud flat walk or other activity will be arranged. 

There will be opportunities to persue many favourite interests- 
birds, plants, marine biology, geology, sea shore etc. 

Hosted by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 

A final program should be available in early February. 


a 


Supper roster: January 20,1989. June Lubcke and friend. 
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LO CLL LT AECL C LCCC ALO TCC AT 
COMING EVENTS 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Inc. 


Meeting: Friday, February 2h. 

Speaker: Andrew Teggart and David Francis at 
SEC Rural Services to speak on fire 
control. 

Excursion: Saturday,February 25.Visit an area for 

P slow burn with speakers. ‘ 
iieeting place: Yallourn W Power Station car ce near 


corner of Latrobe Rd. and John Field 
Drive at 10.00 a.m. 

Bring morning tea and picnic lunch. 
Plant census in afternoon after lunch. 


Bird Group: 
Meeting: Monday ,March 6. 


Meeting place: Tyers River Bridge picnic area at 10 am. 
Then on to Senini's Track. 


Special excursion: 


Bushwalk along old Moe-tWalhalla Yailway line.Two and a half 
hour walk from Erica towards Walhalla. 


Leaders: John and Val Larson. 
Date: Sunday, March 12 
Meeting place: Erica Football Ground at 9.45 am. 


Suggest bringing a small bag with a 
drink and a snack. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


FRIENDS OF MT. WORTH PARK. 


Action days 3rd Sunday of month. 
Contact J.Brooks for details 056-231563 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. 
Contact Yvonne 222597 or P.Bryant 742017 for details. 


A.C.F. LOCAL GROUP. 


Meeting: Second Wednesday of month. 
Migrant Resource Centre, 
George St., Morwell. 
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MID-GIPPSLAND RIVERS AWARENESS DAY 20.11.1988 


The Mid-Gippsland Catchment Coordinating Group, the Mid- 
Gippsland Rivers Management Board and the Department of Censervation 
Forests and Lands conducted a Family Rivers Awareness Day on 

Sunday. November 20, 1988. In a very full and interesting day's 
program, a large crowd including many young people had an 
opportunity to explore the management of the Latrobe River and 
two of its tributaries, Eaglehawk and Fells Creeks. The Club 
was officially represented by Jim Blucher and. Philip Rayment , 
and other members also participated. 

The day began with a short tour of APM's waste water treatment 
facilities. Mr Dick McCarthy outlined the Latrobe River 
Revegetation Project, and the group inspected the extensive 1979 
eucalypt : ‘revegetation area and the nearby natural lagoon of the 
river. After passing the aeration pond and settlement’ pond, 
we met Mr Mike Haigh, who outlined che operation ‘of the discharge 
system. Mr Graeme Scarlett, _ our group's guide, directed our attention 
to a recent project, the creation of a permanent wetland area | 
from a resumed grazing lease. This work involved the closing of 
drainage channels, and the area apparently already SUB EOREG a 
variety, of wading birds. ~ ” 

The second part of the program involved. an inspection Of a « 
stretch of the Eaglehawk Creek to the north of Glengarry. 

Massive erosion has occurred at this point, and there is little 
that can be done to prevent further damage during peak flows, 
short of water diversion upstream. Some rehabilition works 
including plantings of willows on the lower bank levels and the 
slowing of low flows were noted. . 

From Eaglehawk Creek, the party travelled to Cowwarr, gathering 
at the Mid-Gippsland Rivers Management Board's depot. Excellent 

isplays had been arranged by the day's organisers, water users 

end the Environment Protection ‘Authority. These displays included 
a series of aerial photographs: of the entire Latrobe River from 
Yallourn to Lake Wellington showing all proposed sites for 
restoration or partial restoration: of the original course... 

‘The Minister of Water Resources, The Hon. R. Walsh, and. Ayer 
Director-General ‘att ended the official Luncheon at Cowwarr,. .- : 
This luncheon followed a separate morning's program designed 
to brief the recently appointed minister on management of the 
rivers and streams of Central Gippsland. The Minister gave a short 
address in which he commended the spirit of cooperation among 
those responsible for management and rehabilition in the region. 

The next part of the program included the official launch of ~~ 

the Fells Creek Landcare Project by Mrs Heather Mitchell, OBE, 
President of the Victorian Farmers' Federation. This launch. 
took place at one of. the sites where extensive rehabilition work © 
is currently in progress. As'a result of enlargement of the 
catchment of Fells Creek late last century, the channel of the . 
creek was rapidly enlarged, its depth at an early railway bridge 
having increased from one to five metres even by 1916. The 
erosion process has. of course continued since then, to a point 
where the area is recognised as: one of the worst examples of 
erosion in the whole catchment. Under the Landcare project, a 
series of grade control structures have been placed along a 
particularly | badly eroded 9 km. section. These structures function 


sleislia 
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MID-GIPPSLAND RIVERS AWARENESS DAY 20.11.1988 ...cont. 


by encouraging sediment deposition due to reduced flow velocity. 
Other works include grading of banks, fencing to exclude stock 
from the creek frontage and extensive native plantings including 
swamp paper-barks and other melaleucas on the banks with taller 
species beyond on higher ground. It is pleasing to note the 
involvement of the Girl Guide movement in the plantings: — 

The final activity of a packed day saw the party return to the 
Latrobe River itself, for an inspection of flood-cut restoration 
on the property of lir. Barry Farmer south-east of Glengarry. 
Works already undertaken on this property have redirected the 
bulk of normal flows to the longer, original course of the river 
whilst allowing flood levels to dissipate via the shorter man- 
made channel. Such operations simultaneously reduce the gradient 
of the river bed, increase river length and reduce flow velocity. 
An opportunity to inspect the restored river course from small 
boats was undertaken by many of the guests. 

The organisers of the River Awareness Day are to be warmly 
commended for a well-conducted and informative program. 


Philip Rayment. 


BIRDS IN THE GARDEN 


During the windy weather in October, a partially constructed 
bird's nest was blown to the ground. We were interested in the 
materials which were used in the nest. Some of it was hairs from 
the cows, but the rest, which was very soft, appeared to be 
down from the Capeweed seeds. Capeweed was very plentiful in 
the paddocks at the time. As there are several species of birds 
that nest in the garden we do not know which one was building 
the nest. 


Our Cantua plant, the Sacred Flower of the Incas, flowered 
very well this year providing food for the birds. The long red 
bells of this plant are about 4 inches long and too long for 
our honey-eaters to get to the nectar up the bell. Not to be 
deprived of a feed, the birds make a hole near the calyx of the 
bell to obtain the nectar. It is usually the New Holland Honey- 
eater and the Eastern Spinebill who are so enterprising. However 
this year the Silver Eyes were busy on the plant and until I 
watched carefully I did not realise they were not hunting for 
insects but wereafter the nectar too. I expected they were using 
the holes left by the honey-eaters. However careful observation 
showed they were making holes themselves. The Crimson Rosellas 
do not bother with holes but just nip off the nectar section 
and eat it, leaving the rest of the bell to fall to the ground. 


Bon Thompson. 
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EXCURSION TO COOLART - NOVEMBER 26, 1988 


The excursion to Coolart had been arranged by David Stickney, 
speaker at the previous night's meeting, however due to an 
indisposition he was unable to join us on the excursion. We 
all missed David's company but ehanice to his organisation we 
had a most enjoyable day. 

We arrived at Coolart by indie about 10.45 am and were 
greeted by Brian Thomas who looked after us and guided our foot- 
steps while we were at Coolart. Brian contributed greatly to cy. 
our enjoyment of the day. He had an engaging ability to let you. 
wander at will, yet be there whenever he could be of service. 
After his friendly welcome he left us free to find a parking 
spot, enjoy the inevitable quick cuppa, then wander down to the 
Vetlands Observatory which is situated near the house. 

This is a magnificant bird-hide with sweeping views through 
huge glass windows of the Balnarring flats, the wetlands and 
the birds. We spent some time watching Sacred Ibis, Black Duck, 
Chestnut Teal and Purple Swamphens - all so close to us. It was 
interesting to see two young Swans about ten weeks old in 
juvenile plumage, also a pair of Hoary-headed Grebes making a 
nest which looked like a tiny floating island of water-weeds. 

The Observatory, completed in 1985, is also used as an | 
auditorium for slide talks and audio-visual psesentations. Brian 
re~joined us here as promised, and after very simply but effectively 
pulling down blinds to cover the windows, proceeded to screen 
a video film produced by Graeme Piagzey. Entitled "Australian 
Birds - Australian Gardens” , it was interesting and colourful,. 
showing the relationship between birds and blossoms and plants. 

After the film we walked along a path past historic outbuildings 
to the Minsmeré Hide which overlooks the Coolart Lagoon where 
hundreds of Sacred Ibis nest and raise their chicks in. late 
winter and spring. 

As well as the large number of Ibis congregated here there 
were many other species of waterfowl that use this lagoon as 
a haven. In addition to the ones previously seen from the Obser- 
vatory there were Grey Teal, Dusky Moorhens, Royal Spoonbills, 
Coots, Wood Duck, Little Pied Cormorants, Little Black Cormorants, 
Pied Cormorants and Straw-necked Ibis. We also noted a Blue~ 
billed Duck and an Australasian Shoveler. 

We walked back through the garden with its huge old exotic 
trees and lawns and cultivated plants to collect our lunches 
from the bus, then we ate at the tables under the trees. The 
formal garden combined with the native trees planted around the 
car park create yet another habitat. Here were Blackbirds, 
Starlings ,Sparrows, Common Mynas, Wattlebirds (both Red and 
Little), Grey Thrushes, Willie Wagtails and Grey Fantails. A 
Grey Butcherbird entertained for a few moments with his mellow 

~flute-like calls. 
After lunch we returned to the Observatory where Brian treated 
us to another film, “Introducing Coolart". Availing ourselves 
also of another opportunity to scan the view from the window, 

we noted. the Grebes still poking importantly around their nest. 
Then a surprise - ‘a clean, obviously new egg had appeared in 
the nest! ( Grebe's eggs soon become very dull and stained with 
brown, but this one looked pure white). 


aio! 
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EXCURSION TO COOLART ~ NOVEMBER 26, 1988 cont.... 


After leaving the Observatory we quickly inspected the Art 
Display in the lovely old homestead, then we more or less dispersed 
to “do our own thing". I joined one of the small groups who 
‘opted for the delightful Woodland Walk, which circles around 
part of the propirty and passes through several different habitats. 
Firstly ( and lastly) there are expanses of open grazed paddocks, 
then on reaching the coastal woodland the track passes a B.O.C. 
hide. It continues through the woodland along the bank of Merricks 
Creek (which is really an estuary). Circling on, it passes a 
salt marsh, then a bridge crosses reed-beds. Heading back towards 
the car park the N.F.C.S. hide is passed - this gives a splendid 
view across the wetlands from the opposite side to the Observatory. 

We did not add many birds to our list on this rather brisk 
walk (for alas, we could not linger) but there were Magpies, 
Silver Gulls, Silvereyes,Goldfinches, Striated Thornbills,a 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater, a New Holland Honeyeater, Brown Thorn- 
bills and a Swamp Harrier. 

Back at the car park it was "all aboard* for the trip home. 

The rain which had held off during the day then began to fall. 
We, however, snug and on our homeward way, reviewed our list 
of 47 species of blrds and all the other lovely things we had 
seen at Coolart, and considered that we had enjoyed a very 
happy day. 


June Lubcke 


RED WATTLE BIRDS 


I like watching thunderstorms. 

We have a pair, even a family, of. Red Wattle~birds 
frequenting our garden (and vigourously defending it against 
any interloping llynahs). 

Unconnected statements? No. 


A thunderstorm was threatening. The clouds were gathering 
over towards Batz Baw. I'd gone up to the garage, parked my seat 
a few feet inside, opened both doors and settled back to enjoy 
the Son et Lumiere. 

You know the situation. Still. Dark. Oppressive. A few 
heavy spots of rain. 

A Wattle-bird flew through the scene framed in the doorway.. 
West to East. eft to right. And another. And another. 
1,2,3,-..+.+-2.25. Not another bird (species) moved or spoke 
(sang? called?). 

Think “Are those two birds doing circuits?" 

Get up. Walk to doorway. Look right to gum tree.( Tut, 
Tut Gordon - Eucalypt, Eucalypt. Sheds bark once a year). 

What species? 

Well, it's the species that's got 15 Red Wattle-birds in 
it just before the storm breaks. 


Can anyone suggest where the birds came from, and why, of 


all the species we have around, they should be the only one to 
flock together, or even be active at the time? 


Gordon Stewart. 
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INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST Nos. 289-300 Year 1988 


ABORIGINAL TOPICS 


Aboriginal Midden Sites. Excursion led by Noel E.. Lyndon. 298 Nov 
Pearce 23/9/88 0.Thompson 
Extracts From Victorian Archeological Survey ° ica 2. OmNOY, 
Gippsland Middens. Talk by Noel Pearce 23/9/88 J.Parker 298 Nov 
ANIMALS 
Possession and Trade of Wildlife in Victoria. 
Talk by Sid Cowling 24/4/88 N. Grigg . 295 Jul 
BIRDS 
Bird Interest Notes H. Crane 293 May 
Bird Notes He Crane 296: Aug 
xt v rf 298 Oct 
Bird Species Recorded for Licola District J.Vincent 292 Apr 
Bird Nests (Exract form a letter) D.Harslett 294 Jun 
Birds of East Gippsland.Talk by Barry Traill 
23/11/87 D.Trainor 300 Dec 
Chiltern Forest M.Galbraith290 Feb 
An Experience with a Uhite- eared Honey~-eater J.Mewett 294 Jun 
Hawaii‘s Birds F.€ J.Blucher 289 Jan 
BOTANY 
Danksia Caneii E.Lyndon 292 Apr 
Chiltern Forest M.Galbraith 290 Fab 
Potato Vine B. Thompson 296 Aug 
Walking in the Lower Glenelg and Mt. Richmond 
National Park F.&.J.Blucher292 Apr 
Wilpena Pound and the Grampians. Talk by 
Ken Harris 21/4/88 F.Blucher 298 Oct 
EXCURSIONS 
Aboriginal Midden Sites. Led by Noel Pearce 
24/9/88 © E. Lyndon 
0.Thompson 298 Nov 
Australia Day Weekend 1988 E. Lyndon 292 Apr 
Eltham and Banyule Flats Reserve. Led by 
E. Braby. J.Mewett 293 lay 
Holey Plains State Park. Led by P.Lawrence 
8/10/88 L. Long 298 Nov 
Latrobe River,Fell's Creek and Thomson River 
Led by Ross Scott,et al. 28/5/88 J.Mewett 296 Aug 
lMiicroshell Excursion Inverloch and Korumburra. 
26/3/88. Led by Peter Noonan E.Brewster -294 Jun 
Morwell National Park.Led by Ian Roche 26/9/87 J.Lubeke 289 Jan 
October Excursion with Barry Traill V. Larson 291 Mch 
Proposed Bunurong Marine Park.Led by Graeme 
and Margaret Rowe 27/11/87 P.Wall 289 Jan 
Salinity in Gippsland.Led by Neville Penrose 
23/7/88 J.Blucher 297 Sep 
Salinity~Lake (Wellington Hinterland.Led by Loch Sport & 
Neville Penrose 23/7/88 District FNC 297 Sep 
A World Beneath Your Feet. Led by Peter 
Noonan 26/3/87 P.Noonan 294 Jun 


enero 
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INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST Nos.289-300 Year 1988 cont.. 


oor ee eae ee --———e 


GENERAL 
A Bardo Day With a Difference eed Waly 293 May 
Coe ilarine Reserve Launching 289 Jan 
B ~ Request for Your 
~* Support if. Rowe 289 Jan 
February Meeting Questions re Wilderness 
areas closures to 4-wheel drive vehicles 291-lich 
Importance of Saving our Rivers.Talk by a ae 
Ross Scott 27/5/88 _. B.Thompson 296 Aug 
Our Magazine Editor 295. Jul 
Victorian, RSRESUIS Rainforest Policy 5 
Document. “289 Jan 
INSECTS 4 rs 
Bugs-on Sundews B.Thompson 293 May 
Eltham Copper Butterfly.Talk by M.Braby 
26/2/88 J.Mewett 293 May 
Insects.Talk By John Landy 26/11/87 B.Nielsen 290 Feb: 
. Sexual Encounters of the Floral Kind B.Thompson 294 Jun 
Silver Flakes J.Wall 295 Jul 
Spiders and P.Wall 293 May 
MEMORIALS Psy nes 
Florence Kinniburgh = ‘ 291. Mch 
iir. Austin 296 Aug 
Our Friend Honor Crane . 298 Oct 
Beryl Matthews 298 Oct 
REPORTS 
Bird Observing | ‘Group J. Lubcke 291 Meh 
Car Stickers V.Plant 291 lich 
Central Gippsland Land Protection Resional ~ Batt 
- Advisory Cormittee 0.Thompson 291 iioh 
Crinigan Road Reserve E.T.C.Lubeke 291 lich 
Edward: Hunter Reserve §.Matthews 291 Apr 
Financial Statement 2/3/87 to 29/2/88 _ 292) Apr 
Friends of Mt. Worth State Park J. Brooks 291 lich 
Latrobe Landscape Committee J.Wall 291 leh 
President's Report 1987-88 J.Purbrick 291. lich 
Rehabilitation Consultative Group F.&.Jd.Blucher291 Mch 
Wirilda Project Association O.Thompson 291 Mc! 


ARTICLES NEEDED! 


The "Naturalist" depends on contributions to keep it going. 


A glance at the above index from 1988 shows how much was 


written for the “Naturalist” by members of the L.V.F: N. ec and. 


other Clubs. 


More material is needed for 1989, and contributions are 


invited on any aspect of natural history. 
HOES Sen! SUNY articles to: 
Hon. Editor, 
Pam Petschack, 
8 Church Ste; 
Trafalgar. 3824. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting of the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalists Club Ine. will be held on Friday ilarch 17,1989 
at 7.30 p.m. 


Elections: The following offices will be declared vacant. 


President: 2 year term. At present ifiss J.Purbrick. 
Assistant Secretary: 2year term. Mrs Marschalek 
has indicated her intention to 


Vice President No.1°°5t8 


2 year term. Mr.J.Wall is not 
seeking re-nomination. 


Please give some thought to the above positions. Nominations 
to be with the Secretary by Thursday HMarch 9,1989. 


Please note: The A.G.M. is on Friday March 17, the 3rd Friday 
in the month as Easter occurs the following weekend. 


NOTICE OF MOTION 
Notice of Motion: That membership fees be increased to: 


Naturalist only $10 per year 
Family subscription $20 per year (incl. Naturalist) 
Single subscription $15 per year (incl. Naturalist) 


Moved J.Wal1/0.Thompson. 
This Notice of Motion is for the information of all members, 


for them to consider and to vote upon at the A.G.M. on 
Friday March 17,1989. . 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 


Nomination form for Office. 


T Wish CoO NOMINAte .4...0 0 wise 210 05s toon e oe bis so ovis vin ass olcie 
of. eono0oe0eoeeeeev eon e098 © £8 8 Oo > ooe@e@ see oeoee# 0970000 4 for the pos ition 
of, eco oeFCeeovoecoes ee ecco eo oo ee oo eee HH OSH T ETF TCE DD ~of this Club. 


EV ODO CY2s hei cisiabers isis sio tes iol oelelstckshe.t 

SECONdED. ce cscceceecescescsecs 
I hereby agree to accept nomination for the above office 

Sys Naeles Bb b bey opoododc cpOds 5H 


This nomination form to be in the hands of the Secretary 
by Thursday ,March 9,1989. 
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REPORT .OF THE LVFNC COMMITTEE MEETING ON 18/1/89 
Ce 


Nine members present. 

Business arising from the minutes: Licola campout discussed. 
Christmas party at “Bundilla”.A successful and enjoyable day 
with Kath and Andy Ringin, despite downpours. 

VFNCA campout, Labour Day weekend, 11-13 March, on Bellarine 
Peninsula. 


January meeting: é , 
Dial-a-Safari with Terri Patroni and Jim Montgomery.A 20 min 
slide presentation. Members! slides as well. 


February meeting: 


Priday,February 24-Andrew Teggart and David Francis of SEC 
Rural Services will give a session on fire control. 

Saturday,February 25--Visit,inspect and list plants in area 
for slow burn,possibly in late March,with above personnel. 


Finance; 


Bank balance: $292.72 

Passed for payment:~Coolart refunds(entrance concessions) $16.80 
Phone account for quarter to 31/12/88 $38.00, L.V.Printers 
(typing cassette) $11.50. 

Magazine fees and subscriptions: The Treasurer prepared estimates 
for Club income and expenditure for 1989. They were examined 
under two headings-magazine and general. 

Because of overall increased costs, and the fact that costs 
ran over the 1988 budget, it will be necessary for members to 
consider new charges from 31/3/89. 

Recommended: That the “Naturalist“ only be:$10 p.a. 
Family subscription be: $20 p.a. 
Single subscription be: $15 p.a. 

Note: Membership includes the cost of the “Naturalist”. 


A Notice of Motion to be published in the February "Naturalist" 
and presented at the February meeting. 

Members will be asked to vote on the motion at the AGN 
on 17/3/89. 


epee spencence: 
IN - ACF- Green pages update, Australian Democrats - Re Green- 
house concerns and*Greenhouse Action" Seminar on 21/2/89, 


Aerosol Packers-Ozone safe products,CCV-~request for direct 

member contact and minutes of Gif 21/11/88,City of Moe-1989 
Funday,March 5S, ift. Evelyn Progress Assoc.~"Mt.Evelyn's Original 
Garden" (book), Dial-a-Safari - Advice of presentation 20/1/89, 
Sky Visuals-Film"White Dog Dingo“, DSIR (New Zealand)-back issues. 
Periodicals: Australian Ranger Bulletin, Clematis Dec 88, FONIMP 
Nov 88, Geelong Naturalist Nov 88, SGAP Nov 88, Vic Naturalist 
Sep~Dec 88, The Weta May,Nov 88,June 87. 


OUT - VNPA-return of 1989 sample, Baw Baw Girl Guides-1989 
program,B.& 0. Thompson-thanks, J.Wall-Dial-a--Safari Presentation. 


BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE: i, 
DSIR,NZ: ub to send list of missing back issues of "The Weta‘. 


CCV request for direct member contact: Club will not supply 
mailing list but will table additional copies of material for 
members at monthly meeting. “5 
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REPORT OF LVFNC COMMITTEE MEETING ON 18/1/89 cont.... 


General Business: 

Assistant Secretary: ii.Marschalek wishes to resign from this 
position, but will continue as supper co-ordinator and will 
open the Ed. Centre for meetings. 


Write-ups for 1989: Circulate program on Friday. 


Warragul. Gazette Nov 29: Statement attributed to L.V.Field 
Nats who “have discovered that there are distinct species of 
plant life that exist only in Water Catchment area" in letter 
by C.Thompson of Trafalgar was incorrect and not made by Club. 


Conservation Co-ordinators’ Report: 


Letter to Keith Turnbull Research Institute re Weeds in Native 
Vegetation. 

Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists misquoted in Warragul Gazette 
29/11/88 re Trafalgar Catchment. 

Census of plants in Boola Boola Reserve and the area on western 
side of road. 

Also met with officers of Shire of Narracan and CFL,Jon Neville 
of Dept. of Planning and the Environment and John Larson re 
work on Reserve. 

Message from new liinister,lis Kay Setches, re Flora and Fauna 
Guarantce. 

Letter from Ms. K.Setches re paper on reforestation of Strzelecki 
Ranges. 

Letter from executive office,Nick Legge of State Plantations 
Impact Study re paper on reforestation of Strzelecki Ranges. 
Presented draft on State Plantations Impact Study submission. 
Final draft of consultant's plan for iforwell East 0/B dump 

is out for comment. 

Work progressing favourably on iiorwell West O/B dump. 

The treatment of Yallourn Open Cut “Blue Lagoon" area is very 
good. 

Guidelines for L.V. tree planting re fire protection out for 
comment. 


Next meeting February 22,1989 at YMCA rooms,Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


GREENHOUSE ACTION SEMINAR 


The Australian Democrats have organised a seminar on the 
Greenhouse Effect on: 


Tuesday,February 21,1989, at 7.30 p.m. 
AT South Yarra Library, 338 Toorak Rd. 
Further details available from the Secretary. 


emcee ene LO NL CTC ALN CR 


Supper roster: February 24. Norma Rees and Mary Huxley. 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS 

CLUB. ON.SECRETARY. MEETING. 
BOE UVR Nae Ro Mrs G.Trainor . 7.30pm.on 4th Friday 
Ph. 343659 each month at 
P.0.Box 1205 Reg.Education Centre 
MORWELL 3840 Kirk Street MOE 


SALE F.N.C. lip.D.C.liacreadie 8.00pm. on 1st Friday 
Stoney Creek Rd. each month. Room 13 
COMVARR 3857 Continuing Education 


Ph. 489251 Centre, Raymond St. 
SALE. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr F.Hanley Monthly excursion 
9Princes Highway 


Warragul 3820 Contact Secretary. 
Ph. 056 232747 


PATRNSDALE F.N.C. Beth Isakson 
at 10 Cumming Street 8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
Paynesville 3880 each month at 


C.W.A.Hall 
BAIRNSDALE. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Due March 3lst Payable to Hon.Treasurer - - Mrs A.Stewart 
P.O0.Box 169 
Newborough 3825. 
HATURALIST $8.00 FAMILY $12.00 SINGLE MEMBER $ 10.00 


Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 

LATROBE VALLEY NATWRALIST is the official publication of the 
LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB Inc. . 

Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
iiembers of all Clubs and should be addressed to 


Hon. Editor 
Mrs. L.Long 
99 Chamberlain Road 
Newhorough 3825. 
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Publication No.VBH 1569. 
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Mrs. I. Peterson 

14 Barry St. 
MORWELL 3840 
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COMING EVENTS 


Latrobe Valley FNC Inc. 


Meeting: Friday March 17 at 7.30 pm.- 
Speaken: A.G.ii and film. 


Excursion: Saturday March 18. Margaret Rowe: Rock nool area. 

; ieet 9.45 am at the Environment Centre, Esplanade, 
Inverloch for morning tea. E. and 0. Brewster 

will lead a bush walk at 10. am. Lunch at 11.30 

and then visit to rock pool area with Margaret 

Rowe at 12.45 to catch low tide. Leave by 3 pin. 


Bird Group: 
lieeting: Monday April 3. 


Meeting place: 10 am opposite Gormandale Hall for excursion 
to White Woman's Waterhole. 


ncn Tn y nnn nan enna in 


Warragul F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


ee 


Friends of Morwell ational Park. 


March 11. Bi-annual Friends Conference, Grampians Nat. Park. 

liarch 18. Yinnar South Country Fair. 

March 19. Billy's Creek Jumbuk Rd. access track ~ walk 
down track and pull weeds. lieet at Foster's 
Gully. 


Activities are conducted on the third Sunday of the month 
commencing at 1.30 pm. 


Friends of Mt. Worth Park. 
Action days third Sunday of the month. 
Contact J.Brooks for details. Phone 056 231563 


er er A 


A.C.F. Local Group 


Meeting: Second Wednesday of month. 
Migrant Resource Centre, 
George St., Morwell. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


The Club thanks you for your support and looks forward to 
your continued membership for 1989-90. 
Subscriptions to March 31, 1990 become due on March 31, 1989. 


Kerewith remittance for annual subscription. 
NATURALIST ONLY $10 FAMILY $20 
iin +e Been SINGLE $15 
“embership fees include cost of Naturalist. 
REMI OA F530 GOUD DOOD AT AO OSOU CON UNIOT 
ACAVSSSledeesaterctstetctetcutebetote caeterehereatersrenelonees 


eoeoeeoeoaere 0809 02F7028 0800020560800 ofeletelO Sit COE ceteitene 


Please forward your subscription to: 


The Treasurer L.V.F.N.C.Inc. 
P.O. Box 169 
Newborough 3825 Vic. 
If you: are already financial for 1989-90 please disregard 
this notice. 
You are deemed to be unfinancial if fees are not paid within 
three months. 
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* JANUARY WEEKEND AT LICOLA 


Fifteen members enjoyed the weekend. The weather was not as hot 
as in the Latrobe Valley. Although the high country was drier than 
we expected, the flowers were plentiful in certain areas. On the 
airstrip the scene of Orange Everlastings and Showy Podolepis with 
an ancient Snow Gum and the distant mountains as a back drop promptec 
most of the photographers into action. Willowherbs were plentiful 
and two Gentians were found in full bloom. In this area,fenced 
against stock, the flowers were much more plentiful than those 
outside the fence. In a manmade dam tadpoles and little green frogs 
abounded; the frogs appeared to be leaving the water for the lend. 

As weothink: they belonged to the same family as Tree Frogs this 
was not really surprising.: Before leaving the airstrip we walked 
extra:metres retracing our steps in search of a lens ca which 
was ultimately found at the fence near the cars. 

On to Bryce's Gorge Lookout where there was a lengthy discussion 
on which mountain, vas which. Here one member commented on.the © 

“Ragwort" with its yellow flowers looking delightful in the sun. 
The “Ragwort" was the Clustered Everlasting. Also here the Green 
Leek-orchid- looked similar to Sutton's Leek--orchid but the differ- 
ence in the tongue was noted and so Prasophylium brainei was ii 
identified. The return journey found a tree across the road. It 
must have’ fallen during the day. ne) men managed to clear sufficient 
space for the traffic... . 

The second day was spent going to. Mt. Skene’ Lookout. All eae? : 
agreed the parklike Commissioner's Block of Woollybuts Wel Satclmatn eer 
perfect example of what those mountain forests were in the past.. 

We felt our Club correspondence on-this block should be followed 

up to assure the block's preservation. ~ ~ 

On Connor's Plain we found the red Star-fish fungi, so called ‘ 
because of its spreading paired arms. This fungi belongs to the ote 
Stinkhorn group and has a spore-containing slime at its centre. _ 
The fungi exudes an odour like decaying flesh and the spores are 
scattered by -blowflies attracted to the smell. The photographers 
were attragted by its beauty. A lady: member was sufficiently alert | 
to Find a. good “plumb” axe left in the forest. Much skullduggery 
took place over the. ‘positioning ofa calf's skull as an insignia 

on one car. . C 

At Mt. Skene Lookout members who were new to the: area were ane 

impressed to, be on top of the Great Dividing Range with its 
aagnificant views both ways. “The direction indicator helped to 

name the surrounding mountains; although after much discussion, 
it was thought that due to some freak of nature the indicator 

and the mountains didn't agree. The mountains had rotated several 

degrees from their indicated positions. 

Returning from lt. Skene it was disconcerting to round a Saad 
and be faced by a big black bull and just where the road had a 
precipitous drop on the outside. We were concerned for other 
drivers who may be using the road at night. This day also pisterasel tel 
concern as one car's petrol tank registered just over a quarter 
full on leaving camp. Unfortunately unleaded petrol is not sold 
in Licola. However the petrol guage howe just under a quarter 
full on return to camp. 

On the first night at camp there was. a midnight Visiter which pi ta 
feasted on two apples’ and some bread left on a table. After exam- 
ining the. scats, tooth-marks and the window that had been left 
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- JANUARY WEEKEND AT LICOLA cont...... 
slightly ‘open, it was decided our visitor was a ving-tailed possum. 
_ Another visitor was a goanna which ambled across the yard slowly 
enough to be photographed and then flopped, like a COs in the 
shade under a tree. 

One naturalist was not impressed with the presentation of a 
_live Christmas Beetle on the meal table and failed to sppreiaite 
ita beauty. 

The Walkie~ talkie was used to locate two wandering members who 
had strayed out of hearing of the group on Mt. Tamboritha. The 
machines would have been used again, had the leader, straggling 
behind, switched it on. As it was the organiser had to retrace 
his route to be sure the errant members were only botanising and 
not really in trouble. Apologies were accepted graciously. 

The mechanical chores were achieved by the queue of: four men 
studying for their generator-operator and instructor diplomas. 
These included the initial “teacher”. Each “pupil” became® teacher" 
the next evening. The mark of a fresh graduate was membership 
of. the Black Hand Gang. Future campers should be warned to leave 
. the water-pump “shed as soon as the pump starts so as. to avoid 
carbon monoxide poisoning: 

All present voted it an excellent weekend and congratulated. 
‘the organiser. on his guidance and his effective ELSES, oe 
duties. 


The eso ae 


~ ALPINE AND SUB-ALPINE FLOWERS 


oo ae 


thile | many. of the flowers seen on the Licola weekend have been 


“<pecotded ‘previously in this magazine I would like to mention a 


few that created extra interest this year. | 

The Green Leek-Orchid - Prasophyllum brainei - is not on ‘the Club. 
list although it was thought to have been seen up there, before. 

It was the White Leek-orchid at Bryce's Gorge Lookout. ‘The base of 
the column is a much lighter red than the maroon of a similar Leek~ 
orchid - Prasophyllum suttonii - and the tip of the tongue. is 
exposed. In fact the tongue-is arranged in the shape of an “S. Also. 
the flower spike tapers to a point rather than being flat. on ‘the top. 

Two Willowherbs, the Mountain Willowherb - E ilobium_§ unnianiun ~ 
and the Robust Willowherb - Epilobium.billardierianum =~ were plentiful. 

The tall seed-pods of the Common Bird-orchid - C iloglottis gunnii ~ 
and the Green Bird-orchid - C. cornuta ~ showed how the seeds of 
these low-growing orchids are scattered. 

~The cotula, which looked like a tiny short billybutton, was the 
Alpine Cotula - Cotula alpina. The mint that looked Similar to 
Pennyroyal was. the Forest Mint - iientha laxiflora. |” 

“The little blue: daisies at the airstrip may have been Brachycome 
vadicans the Marsh-daisy. The botanical name for the Royal Bluebell 
is Vahlenbergia gloriosa, very apt for such lovely deep blue flowers. 
“The trigger plants - Stylidium graminifolium - were the usual deep 

pink form of the alpine areas and the Alpine Celery ~ Aciphylla 
glacialis- was again PaSP AS on the airstrip. 

The “Ragwort" of Connor's Plain was Senecio linearifolius, the 
Fireweed Groundsel, with its broad flat clusters of small golden 
daisies and its strongly toothed leaves. The little low pink flowers 
found near the damon the airstrip was the Sandspurry- Spergularia 
rubra.The flowers were five petalled with the sepals showing between 
the petals. The leaves were in bundles at intervals along the stems. 
Through the eye-glass the whole plant was covered with glandular hairs. 
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WIRILDA PROJECT ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL REPORT 1988-89 


During the past year the Wirilda Committee has met regularly, and 
with the support of our part-time ranger, Chris Peck, some progress 
has been achieved. 

Vandalism and illegal shooting ‘ete. has been almost eliminated 
with the erection of an entrance gate which is locked at night. 

lMiaintenance on the walking track: along the river is. ongoing 
and a new track joining up with the pipeline road eprovadess can: 
alternative return to the picnic area. 

Voluntary work promised by the Apex Club and a walking east | 
is expected to improve the river walking track as far as. Ws 3. Road 
at the old lime kiln. 5 « 

The ranger carries out maintenance on the five houses « on ne 
property as well as the picnic area. 

A second-hand tractor and slasher has been purchased to assist 
in grass control. 

Blackberries and ragvort are an ever-present problem and some . 
control work in conjunction with C.F.and L. has been carried out. 

Road, drainage and other work has been done by the Traralgon 
Shire and L.V.W.S.B. around the storage shed etc. 

Last year the Victorian Government promised $25,000 for the 
preparation of management plans and steps have been taken to take. 
advantage ef the grant when it becomes available. 


0. Thompson. 


a GIPPSLAND LAND PROTECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE .. 
ANNUAL REPORT 1988-89 ; 


I attended four meetings of. the C.G.L.P.A.C. aterrainys the, past. 
year. Although few in number. these meetings ‘usually extend from. 
10 am through to 3 or 4 pm. 

Incorporated within. these meetings were Aum field trips; one to 
look at disused railway land, soil erosion, tree planting and 
weed problems in the Eastern area of the region from Toongabbie to 
Stratford. 

The other Seatipy to the west took in the area between Earl's Rc., 
Trafalgar South and Narracan mainly to view weed Sewn re- 
afforestation and rural subdivision. 

_ The committee comprises representatives from Sonera stam Forests 
and Lands , landholders , government authorities and. community 
organisations, so many wide ranging topics and’ spnobiems are dealt 
with. | 

Triennial: elections for the committee are ane to be held in April 
and owing to the amalgamation of the two regions last year », 

Warragul and Traralgon, the new committee will be reduced in 

number with four in total from community and pubhon Aes instead 

of six as at wpnesenie: 
0. Thompson.» 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 1988-89 


It seems to have been another exciting year for L.V. Field 
Naturalists Inc. and it also seems no time at all since I was 
sitting ‘down wondering what to write in my last report. 
They say time flies when you're having fun? 
Once again a big thank you to our secretary, Mrs. Trainor who, 
in her second year, has taken a load off my shoulders, and who was 
assisted this year by iirs. liarschalek. Thank you to you bores and 
also to Mrs. Trainor for her advice and support. 

I am very grateful to ifr. Wall, who in his third year as Wee 
President No.1 has been invaluable in his support. Jim will not 
be renominating so I thank you for your hard work over all of the 
last three years. There are many times I had to ask you to stand 
in for me, both at meetings and nepresenting the Club at special 
week-day events. Thank you also for your tremendous efforts with 
the Latrobe Landscape Consultative Comme tees Jim wishes to relin- 
quish this position also, so our new committee will be looking 
to appoint another Club representative after the AGM. 

Thank you to.all the other members of the Executive for their 
hard work during the year, especially Treasurer, Mrs. Stewart, 
Conservation Co-ordinator, ilrs. Thompson, this year assisted by 
lip. Grigg and lir. Blucher, and Publicity Officer, Mr. Mewett, 
for his excellent reports which always appear in the local papers 
and on radio. A very big thank you to Mrs. Long who, after 18 years’ 
sterling service as Magazine Editor, stood down during the year. 

We are very grateful to Mrs. Petschack for taking over this position 
and for her fine effort in getting the last two editions out early 
due to the early AGii. 

In addition I wish to thank all the other people involved in 
producing and distributing the Magazine - typing, printing, collating, 
folding, addressing and mailing. The Magazine's high standard has 
continued to be noticed in high places and it is still very much 
sought after by libraries, universities and Government Departments, 
both in Australia and overseas. 

Thank you also to our Morwell Overburden and Rehabilitation 
Consultative Committee Representative, Mr. Blucher; Conservation, 
Forests and Lands lianagement Committee Representative, Mir. Thompson, 
wio also represents us on the Wirilda Progress Association; leader 
of the Bird Group, Mrs. Lubcke and our Sticker Secretary, lirs. 
Plant. Mr Thompson is up for re-election on the C.F.L. Committee 
shortly after our AGH and we wish him well. 

Our Christmas break-up at Bundilla and camp-out at Licola were 
again very successful, in spite of the down-pour at the earlier 
event. Sincere thanks to all those people who assisted in the 
running of both of these and a very big thank you once again to 
Mp. and Mrs. Ringin for the use of their beautiful property for 
the break-up. 

Contrary to the previous years, ell of our 1988 speakers were 
able to attend as programmed and we once again had a very interest~- 
ing and varied program. Thank you to those speakers from within 
our own Club who contributed and also led us on several excursions. 
Subjects covered included butterflies, plant reproduction, trade 
and possession of wildlife, Gippsland Rivers, Grampians, Flinders 
Ranges, salinity, astronomy, plant keys and birds, taking us to 
Eltham, Inverloch, Latrobe and Thomson Rivers, Mcrwell National 
Park, Lake Wellington, Astronomical Society Observatory, Coolart 
and bushland areas around the Latrobe Valley. Speakers included 
Michael Braby, Sid Cowling, Ross Scott, Ken Harris, Neville Penrose, 
Chris Stockdale, Bon and Ollie Thompson and David Stickney. We also 
had ajoint’ excursion. in October with Bairnsdale FNC to Holey 


gunrar/i5 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 1988-89 cont.... 


Plain's State Park. cent 

It has also been a sad year for the ‘Club Wien the. passing of © 
three of our members. Mrs. Crane, a foundation member, Mrs. 
Beryl Matthews and iirs. Nora Matthews, all long remembered for 
their friendship and contribution to our Club. 

We have a great program to look forward to in 1989 and I swish 
the Club all the best for the next 12 months . 


Jane Purbrick, President. 


REPORT ON THE LATROBE LANDSCAPE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 


I have represented the L.V.F.N.Club during 1988 on the Latrobe 
Landscape Consultative Committee which is incorporated in the 
IW ltaleh, 
During the year we have had many discussions on the laments 
of the Latrobe Valley, especially the entrances and exits of the 
main municipalities plus the highway avenue aspect. 

Guidelines have been laid down for the implementation of avente 
planting and suggested treatments of approach roads and some of © 
the major problems have been considered such as i- OTe wires, 
root damage to footpaths etc. 

A Latrobe Region Landscape Strategy was aaa aet | to. improve “the 
Region's image and the quality of the visual environment. This - 
was done after Professor Rattray's Landscape Study. Bee sat wees. 

The Government has responded generously for ‘financial spaces? 
and grants have been given to some municipalities to undertake 
landscape improvement work for this year. 

It has been proposed that the Latrobe Region aneaniee and host 
an Australian National Tree Festival and if ‘the initial. festival” 
is a success it.will be held on a regular basis. pz 

A study has been recorded through photography and displayed tay! 
in the major’ municipalities for, comments by the public. ~ 

The Committee works in close :liason with ocal conneals and 
various government bodies. yn" 


eo}, walle 


BIRD RECORDING OFFICER'S’ REPORT fost CE 

The etre Monday of the month" Bird Observing excursions 
continue to maintain an enthusiastic band of supporters. During 
the year “excursions.were to Trafalgar Reserve, Cowwarr Weir, Blue 
Rock Dam, Morwell National Park, Crinigan.Rd. Reserve, Wirilda, 
1B 5-, Hunter Reserve, Moondarra Dang Tyers area and Darlimurla. There 
was also.a specail mid duck-shooting- Season: Waterfowl Survey 
excursion on April 16,1988. 

‘Two species were added to the iforwell ‘National Park’ bird PbS 
both rather’ yare for this area. A Brush Cuckoo was, observed: Ys: : 
Ken Harris in the Foster's Gully area on October 02% 19 8:8: sand | 
Brown - Warblers were seen by myself near Lyndon's Clearing ion 
September Jelst og : 4 

Little Wattlebirds aleued Mary Huxley? Ss. garden ‘at. Narracan. in 
September, and°Elsie Coggan reported” several. Sightings of aymale 
Red-capped Robin on the See side’ ‘ots BENE Narracan during: mid- SHY - 


res pict 
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BIRD RECORDING OFFICER'S REPORT cont.... 


Club members assisted in the annual Waterfowl Survey on behalf 
of the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands on February 4, 
1989. 


June Lubcke. 


CRINIGAN ROAD RESERVE REPORT, 1989 


Crinigan Rd. Reserve has been in part limbo for the last 12 
months until I received some good news in the last few days. 

Our Chairperson, Cr. Gloria Auchterlonie, has been very sick, 
and has not been able to call a meeting to discuss our problems. 
I might add, the people who have been given a permit to build 
a private hospital on the land , between Maryvale Rd. and the 
western boundary of the Crinigan Rd. Reserve, have applied, and 
been given an area of 2.333 hectarés on the south-west boundary 
of the Crinipan Rd. Reserve. 

In compensation, they are giving the Crinigan Rd. Reserve 
3.00 hectares of land on the north-west corner of their land, 
which joins our boundary in that area. We will lose some bush 
for some scrub land. . 

I moved about a dozen orchids that were growing in one area 
that we were going to lose. They were Diuris longifolia and 
D. maculata. 

We have had the fire-breaks all slashed just prior to Christmas, 
and I helped an employee of the Shire to spray the blackberries 
in early February which are getting fewer each year. 

Now the good news that we have been waiting for has just come 
through. 

Some six months ago, just before the State Election, Mrs. 
Kirner, Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands, told us 
she was going to give us $24,000 to improve the facilities of 
the Reserve. Six months went by, nothing more was heard, even 
after several enquiries, until this last week when I heard from 
the Morwell Shire Engineer that the monies were now available. 

We called a meeting for the last day of February, and with the 
Shire Engineer, lir. G. Richie present, with a list of ideas of 
how we might best spend the monies. I am pleased to say that 
after a general discussion on several projects put forward, the 
Shire Council agreed it would go ahead with the works, which I 
am sure will make the Reserve look more appealing. 


E.T.C.Lubcke. 


ELLEN LYNDON O AMM 


It was with great pleasure we learned on Thursday, January 26 
that our friend Mrs. Ellen Lyndon of Leongatha was awarded the 
OAM (Medal of the Order of Australia). 

The citation read "For service to the community, local history 
and conservation". . 

Mrs. Lyndon has been a tireless worker for all the above causes 
for the whole of her lifetime. She is a member of F.N.C.V. for 
many years and a foundation member of L.V.F.N.C. and a member of 
the South Gippsland Conservation Group. She is also an active 
member of the Leongatha Historical Society. 

Many National Parks and Reserves owe their being to the efforts 


eoaasl 
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ELLEN LYNDON O A If cont... 


of Mrs. Lyndon. Everyone who knows Ellen Lyndon :will I am sure 
offer congratulations, and there is no more deserving‘ recipient 
of the OAM. 


Another member. of L.V.F.N.C. to receive an award was Mrs, Val 
Plant of Traralgon.’ She was announced Traralgon's Citizen. of the 
Year on Thursday, January 26. 

Val has been interested in history, being Secretary of Traralgon 
Historical Society since 1963 and has been Secretary/Tredsurer 
of the"Red Cross Calling" Door knock for the past eight years... 

We offer congratulations to Val for this honour bestowed upon 
her by the City of Traralgon. 


siti a, § 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting of the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalists Club Ine. will be held on Raat aes 17, TS 
at 7.30 pm. 


Elections: The following offices lil he diecllenea vacant. 
President: 2 year term. At present lfiss. J. Purbrick. 


Assistant Secretary: 2 year term. lirs. Marschalek has 
indicated her intention to resign. |... 


Vice President No. 1: 2 year term. lir. J. Wall is not 
seeking re- nomination. 


Please give some thought to the above positions. Nominations 
to be with the Secretary by Thursday, March 9, 1989. 


Please note: The AGif is on Friday, larch 17, the 3rd sees 
in the month as Easter occurs the Following weekend. fia. 


cy | HOTICE OF HOTTON | 
Notice of. Motion: That nembership fees be increased to: 


Naturalist onl _ $10 per year 
Family subscription $20 per year (incl. Naturalist) 
Single subscription $15 per. year (incel.Naturalist) 


a Moved J. .Wall/0. WASHED Re 
This Notice of Motion is for the intone of all members 


for them to consider and to vote upon at the AGM on Friday, 
March 17, 1989. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING OF LVFNC ON 22/2/89 
10 members present. One apolopry. 
Licola Campout. - a very enjoyable weekend. Thanks to all concerned. 


Next month AGM and General Meeting larch 17, 7.30 pm. 
Film from State Film Centre - to be selected. Projectionist - 
J.Parker. 


Excursion March 18: Meet 9.45 am at the Environment Centre, 
Esplanade, Inverloch for morning tea. E.& 0. Brewster to lead 
a bush walk at 10 am. Lunch at 11.30 am and then visit to rock 
pool area with Margaret Rowe at 12.45 to catch the low tide. 
Leave about 3 pm. 


Finance: Balance $221.42.Accounts passed for payment - photo- 
copying $6.64, publicity $27.50, Education Centre $20, Conser-- 
vation expenses $231.55, postage $75. 


Correspondence: Australian Bicentennial Authority - thanks for 
participating and certificate. 

FOMNP Newsletter and 1989 activities. 

Dept. CFL and Narracan Landcare Group - invitation to attend 
launch of Narracan Landcare Project 4/3/89. 

Letter of thanks from John Crane, son of Honor Crane. 

Letter from Elaine Braby re Eltham Copper Butterfly. 

Letter to Ellen Lyndon as recipient of Order of Australia Medal. 
All other correspondence was also tabled. 


Audit of books: Mr. David Davies will assist the Club with 
the annual audit. 


General Business of interest: 

"Citizen of the Year Award ~- Senior Section". This Traralgon 
award given to Val Plant. Our congratulations. 

Ada Tree: Official opening by Minister for Conservation, Forests 
and Lands on Sunday April 9, 11 am probable time. Gather at 
Neerim South at 9 am. 


Conservation Co-ordinator's Report: 


Wet lands between two bridges on highway at Morwell.Contacted 
Shire of Morwell Landscape Architechtsuggesting they consider 
the wetland as a suitable entrance to Horwell.Contacted ilr. 
Fletcher, Morwell Water Board, re their approach to a wetland 
area. He doubted feasibility of project now RCA has constructed 
another road in the area.We will now take project to Latrobe 
Landscape Consultative Committee to try to obtain engineering 
opinion on project. 

Paul Devlin,SEC, requires plant list for bush block at Sayers 
Trig Point. 

- Submission on Central Gippsland Forests - Planning their Future. 
Submission on State Plantations Impact Study. 

Submission on Gippsland Lakes Strategy Draft Document ~ draft 
ready. 


The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday March 15 
at 7.30 pm in YHCA rooms , Morwell. 

Members interested in Club business are welcome to attend these 
meetings. 


Supper roster: March If Val Larson and Florence Blucher. 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. 


Heeting: Friday April 28 at 7.30pm 
Speaker: Joan Vincent to talk on Birds 
Excursion: Saturday April 29. 


Neet 10.00am at Lake Gutheridge car park,Sale; 

near the Police Station for morning tea. 
Ranger Peter Lawrence will join us. 

There are walking tracks, bind lists are 

available and ares is non-- hunting. 

Bring wet weather footwear and lunch. 


Bird Group: , 
Mceting: Monday May 1 


Meeting place: 10.00am at Traralgon South Sign on Traralgon 
South Road for excursion to Traralgon South area. 


a a 
Warragul F.N.C. Contact Secretary for details. 


NOt National Park. 
aS OPW EE NE LONGL hance 


April 16 Remove vwubbish from Billy’s Creek. 
Wieet at the end of Tebb Ter. at 1.30pm 
May 21 Track maintenance and clearing in Billy's Creek 


(Zie Zag Track). 
Meet at the end of Tebb Ter. at 1.30pm. 


STE EEE eeeeeeeeeeee ea 

Friends of fiount ‘lopth Park. 

pe HE OO AOU EEO SCS 

Action days are the third Sunday of the month. 

Contact Jack Brooks for details. Phone 056:-231563 
a 

A.C.F. Local Group 

tieeting: Second Wednesday of the month. 


iigrant Resource Centre, 
George St., Morwell. 
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A DRIVE TO THE DOGONG HIGH PLAINS ~ FEBRUARY 14,1989 


We woke soon after 4 am to hear a thunderstorm and light 
rain falling, which continued till about 7 am. Our..hopes of 
making our mountain trip fell to zero. However, by. the planned 
starting time, 8.45 am, the weather looked better and we set 
off. The drive through Yackandandah, Taonga, liount Beauty 5 
Bogong Village and Falls Creek was so- beautiful that I felt 
the trip was worthwhile before we arrived at the High Plains. 
As we climbed, the trees changed from Narrow--leafed.Pepper- 
mint, Eucalyptus radiata, and Blue Gums, E. globulus,to the 
nope Mountain Ash, ‘pegnans ,and. Candiebaris be Tubida. 
Ve glimpsed many Teuety views Of the blue mountains with - 
white clouds drifting over them. At last the timber petered 
out, except for the Snow Gums, E. pauciflora.How: ee Ure eaUe 
they are with their great butts spread wide to bear.the 
_ weight of winter snows and their branches twisted, Gunvea and 
bent, but always beautifully marked in green, grey, cream, 
white and pink. Even Snow Gums are very sperse on ‘the: High © 
Plains where the vegetation consists of low shrubs and bushes , 
heaths, ferns and mosses of great variety. 

We stopped at the signpost to Wallace's Hut and eal 
along a lovely 150 metre track, stopping many times to look 
at the abundance of flowering bushes and smaller wildflowers. 
The daisies were most ebundant - mauve, white and sometimes 
a mixture of both, eg. Dusty Daisy, Olearia phlogopappa. We 
found a little stream edged with CandTe Sethe Riches contin~ ° 
‘entis, Ifud Pratia, Pratia suprepens, the Lovely Sky lilies, 
Herpolirion novaezelandiae, and many other small Flowered 
treasures. The birds were not plentiful, but here we saw 
several Flame Robins and a Pardalote. 

At Wallace's Hut, for some of us our first sight of a 
cattlemen's hut, we went in and admired the strong snow gum 
posts, the huge fireplace and the sleeping bunks built of 
wooden slabs. The hut was built in 1889, just 100 years ago. 
It was built originally of split Snow Gum and Wooly Butt 
(Alpine Ash), Eucalyptus delegatensis. While the Snow Gums 
were near at ‘hand, the tlooly Butts grew on the lower. slopes. 
The Wooly Butt for the roof shingles was brought up 400 yards 
east through serub and down a gully to a branch of the Big 
River, where the shingles were cut and brought up by. pack. 
horse to the hut site. They are still in place but have been — 
pS over with iron to preserve them.In 1967 Wallace's. Hut ~ 

as classified as Category C by the National Tpust. We 
steed the visitor's book, kept in a tin- box, and left every-- 
thing as we found it, as asked in the notice in the hut. The 
Yarrawonga Scouters' Club has accepted unofficial responsib- 
ility for the hut and its maintenance. — 

Our next stop was for lunch under the biggest pppeacine ae 
Snow Gum we'd seen.On a sheltered slope nearby we found 
dozens of bright magenta Triggers, Stylidium raminifolium: 
there had been hundreds. We found the Beetty Trttie “Showy 
Violet, Viola betonicifolia, hugging a granite rock, and many 


spreading ‘plants of Lvy Goodenia,G. hederacea. 
At EONAR Gap we saw large “patches of Alpine Everlasting, 


; cont eDio Sresgiaiesie: 
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A DRIVE-TO THE BOGONG HEGH PLAINS ~cont..... 


Helichrysum alpinum, and Lattice Everlasting,H hookeri. 

Our last stop on the High Plains was by a large Sphagnum 
bog where Silver Daisies, Celmisia asteliifolia, and Mountain 
Gentians ,Gentianella diemensis, were flowering. We were delighted 
to find a patch of Carpet Heath, Pentachondra pumila, with 
<iny white starry flowers scattered over dark leaves and 
bright squat little red berries in groups or singly where 
Flowers had seeded. We found both the alpine Leek Orchids, 
Prasophyllum alpinum, and P.suttonii ~- the Mauve Leek-orchid: 
On patches of mud grew tiny "Fairies Aprons" with hardly any 
stems. They have such an ugly name - Tasmanian Bladderwort, 
Utricularia monanthos. ; ; “ 

The roadsides were bordered in many places with Alpine Mint 
Bush, Prostanthera cuneata, with its large white flowers with 
a hint of mauve. So many lovely things and lovely scenes we 
have stored away in our memories for many days to come: It is 
not possible to list all the wildflowers we saw, so I shall 
note a few of the commonest or prettiest ones we identified. 
First place must go to the Daisies. 


Silver Daisy ~- Celmisia asteliifolia 

Dusty Daisy - Olearia phlogopappa 

Snow Daisy ~ Brachycome nivalis 

Bogong Daisy~bush ~- Olearia frostii 

Yan Daisy — Microseris scapigera 

Sealy Buttons - Leptorhynchos squamatus 
Button Everlasting - Helichrysum scorpoides 
Alpine Podolepis - Podolepis robusta 
Aipine Groundsel - Senecio pectinatus 
Alpine Everlasting ~ Helichrysum alpinum 
Lattice Everlasting - Helichrysum hookeri 
Alpine Baeckea - Baeckea gunniana 
Tasman Flax Lily ~- Dianella tasmanica (with its purple berries) 
Yellow Kunzea ~ Kunzea ericifolia ; 
Rusty Pods - Hovea longifolia 

Alpine Oxylobium - Oxylobium alpestre 
Prickly Starwort~ Stellaria pungens 
Ivy-leaf violet - Viola hederacea 

Tall Rice-flower - Pimelea ligustrina 
Australian Carrayay°~ Oreomyrrhis criopoda 
Shiny Cassinia - Cassinia longifolia Bs 
Variable Groundsel ~ Senecio leutus 


These are but some of the flowers we saw and many more had 
cone to seed, so we hope to go in January next year. Altogether 
we nad a wonderful day, seeing many plants we had only seen 
in pictures previously. ’ aes . 

lay Galbraith, . 
Beechworth. 


eR 


Long time members of L.V.F.N.C. learned of the death of lMrs.it. 
Swanink in February. She was a member for many years, enjoying 
excursions and camp outs in that time. | i 

Nine members attended the service at !ioe Presbyterian Church 
on Monday February 20. Our thoughs go to her husband and family © 
in their bereavement. ; 

: Lorna Long. 
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AN ANNUAL REPORT: FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH STATE PARK 1989 
ahsdsins tae MRR Peete SE ee ea eta oar Ate a 


In spite of low numbers, amazing progress is being made 
with the present big project due to the loyalty of the Group's 
regular and those who come when they are free to do so = an 
average for the year of 7.3 on the regular days on the third 
Sunday in each month. 

This project,starting with the object of providing a path~ 
way giving access into the real bushland for somewhat handi- 

' capped peaple, proved so successful with grades of no more 
than 1-in-12 which, given a suitable surface, we were told 
vas suitable for wheelchair use, we decided to cater for — 
these people also. 

But then we learned that was for the assisted ones, the 
independent ones needing a better incline of 1-in-20 maximum 
which doesn’t sound much different but involves longer runs 

to reach the top of a 1-in-12 climb, and morei ~ ° ; 

' Undeterred, the team have now completed almost all of the 
considerable extra effort required for the 250 metres involved 
before the track naturally levels out. he 

However, the major objective for the Mount Worth Park as 
far as we are immediately concerned is maintenance. Without 
it the 33km of walking tracks will be rapidly swallowed up 
by regrowth. This is a holding operation until the Park 
becomes adequately known to draww the numbers of people | 
needed to justify the provision of enough staff to equate 
with the management needs. ; etre Pal 

One typical example of the tremendous growth in this Park 
was revealed recently when we were expecting a visit from a 
walking group for whom we had a special reason that they 
should get a good idea of the Park's special qualities. To 
be sure of the route being clear of fallen trees, ete, we 
walked it through. However; one section which we knew to. be 
open at each end and presumably right through, turned out 
to be so overgrown since we were last there that we were 
unable to even find the route which previously was wide 
enough for a vehicle, so dense was the understory. We beat 
a strategic retreat back down another main track which turned 
out to be so overgrown with ferns up to 4 feet high that it 
also was difficult to follow.The remaining 350 metres of the 
former took two days more to determine the route and clear. 

‘While the Friends Group are happy about the progress being - 
made on the present project, there is concern that our pre- 
occupation with its importance means there is no time to 
attend to many other matters of some equal importance which 
are related to getting the Park recognised for its true worth. 
The greater usage aimed at is absolutely necessary for the 
then justified proper numbers of staff to look after the 
management of the Park as it should be. 

The obvious answer to the cop-out question “why doesn't the 
Department of C.F.& lh. carry out its task of maintaining the 
assets of the Park?" is the hard fact of money shortage ~ 
essential Government services have to be run on erumbs from 
the tables of the insatiably greedy. Those of us who believe 
in Life values being more than money values just have to 
prove our genuineness by action. 

With perhaps one third of the total present project completed 


cont D- wees 
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Al) ANNUAL REPORT: FREENDS OF MT. WORTH STATE PARK cont... 
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we look forward to many more days of practical enjoyment and 
increasing numbers of participants, especially on the regular 
days on the third Sunday in each month, or on other special 
days. 


Jack Brooks, Coordinator. 
Re er Bult ih helo Battie Biitsiete . tsearoid sins 


ANNUAL REPORT TO L.V.F.N.C. INC. FROM DELEGATE TO OVERBURDEN 


REHABILITATION COMMITTEE FOR 1988 


During the year a considerable amount of progress was 
achieved, viz-- 

The final plans for the rehabilitation of the 
Morwell East overburden dump were published. 

The plans for the development of the Morwell 
Vest overburden dump were seen to be progressing well, 

including some provision for wet lands. 

The dump in Westbrook Gully is well grassed. 

Further work needs to be done on the dump in 
Saviges Track area. 

The work on the Yallourn East Field dump is 
progressing very favourably: cost/value analysis showed up 
in favour of including wet lands. 

Two significant lectures were made to the 


a . 
Committee :- , ay ‘ 
CIM INESS (1) iie.Tesart presented a wide ranging, well 


cocumented report on fire in the Valley and plans to mitigate 
its effects. 

(2) MP BEEREAS gave an overview of the keynote 
address presented by lir.McNiell, Secretary of the World 
Commission on any tronHene and Development, to the A.M.I.C. 
13th annual and first International Environmental Workshop 
at Darwin, September 1988. 

F.d.Blucher, Delegate. 


Se 
1989 ANNUAL REPORT LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


LLL LL EY 
CAR STICKER REPORT 


Opening balance $384.35 

Car stickers sold to members: 5 at $1.50 each = $7.50 
Interest to 1/6/1988 = $13.84 

Balance in bank 7/3/1989 $405.66 


Car sticker Hon. Sec. 
Valma Plant. 
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-A LETTER. PROM ELAINE BRADY 


Dear Mrs. Trainor, 

At last I am able to write to you with some good news 
on the Eltham Copper Butterfly. Yes! Tt has been saved for 
posterity. Would you please inform the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalists and thank them very much for supporting the appeal. 

Now for some details. The L.V. Nats will remember visiting 
the Eltham Copper site in Diosma Rd. Eltham. A butterfly 
colony at the eastern end has been reserved as part of the 
developer's “open space“. The money raised by the appeal 
plus money from the State Govt. and Eltham Shire, a’total 
of $425,000, will be used to purchase 4 or 5 blocks at the 
western end of the site. Another excellent colony exists 
nearby in Eucalyptus Rd. on a large area belonging to the 
winistry of Education. The State Govt. has transferred. this 
land to the Ministry of Conservation, Forests and Lands to 
be kept as a permanent flora and fauna reserve. Everyone: at 
Eltham is delighted with this result, it is better than we 
ever hoped for. Unfortunately, it has taken a long time to 
reach a decision but I guess governments move very slowly. 

Perhaps the L.V. Field Nats will remember my son,Michael, 
and would like to hear some news of him. He has recently 
moved to Queensland to take up a scholarship at the James 
Cook University, Townsville. liichael will base his research 
on ilicalesas and llypocista butterflies for a Doctorate in 
Entomology. 

Thanka again for your interest and support. I enjoyed meet~ 
-ing you and the other Club members and hope we can get 
together again sometime. Anyone would always be welcome at 
the liontmorency Field llaturalists on the second Friday of 
each month. 


Yours sincerely, 
Elaine Braby. 


BEHAVIOUR - BLUE WREN 


An unusual sighting was made during the Bird Observer" S 
outing on the Lyrehird Track Walk. 

A group of members that had preceded us were gathered on a 
sharp bend of the track, looking intently into some low scrub: 
‘hen we arrived we asked “What are you looking at?" and it 
was pointed out to us a rather amazing sight. There on a 
branch was a small Blue Wren teetering backwards and forwards, 
as if it had lost its balance. We stood for a while watching 
the behaviour, expectin ig the bird to fall. It then flew to 
another branch and the same performance was repeated a number 
of times. We assumed the bird had lost control of its legs 
as it was using its body for perching. After discussion with 
each other, we thought that the bird had either taken too 
much nectar and was drunk, or had pun into an object and was 
still dazed, or it was a very sick bird. The bird wes not 
concerned with our closeness - it was too busy trying to 
keep its balance. 

We then left it to its own devices and continued our walk. 
las’ anyone seen anything like this, or have any other suggest~ 


ion for this strange behaviour? 
Peo Wall. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING OF LVFNC ON 15/3/1989 


Five members present. Six apologies. 


siness arising from the previous meeting: 


1, ‘“Neturalist® addressing. J.Lubcke would appreciate a 
replacement by June meeting. 


Finance: 

The meeting, ratified an amount of $300 transferred from the’ 
investment account to the cheque account. 

Balance: $206.44 

Passed for payment: Australia Post (private box rental) $24, 
Contact Stationery $11.04, Select Office Supplies (amended) 
$19.00, Photocopying 1440 covers (J.Wall) $h0. 00, YMCA Hall 
hire Oct-lMarch $16.00. 


Correspondence: (of interest) 
FNCV Thip to Ada Tree 22/4/89, EPA Symposium “Future of 

tialons'" 11/12 May, SEC Andy Tegart:Fire lanagemant Report, 

P. Rayment: resisned as Vice~-pres. 3 to clear way for VP 1. 

Periodicals: FOP, LVWSB Bulletin Feb.89, Geelong Naturalist, 

| T Field: Naturalist Club, SGAP, Trunkline Feb 89, Vie. 

Uaturalist ; 

Out: lips. E. Braby-congrats. to Elaine and liichael, Dept. 

CFL Mom. of B.Thompson to Central /.dvisory Council. 


General Business: 

AGM Friday March 17, 1989. 

Nominations received: President ~- J. Purbrick, Treasurer ~ 

A, Stewart, Assist. Sec. - W. Savage. 

ir, J.Wall is not seeking re-nomination as Vice-pres. No 1. 
liv, P.Rayment has resigned as Vice-pres. No 3 and will be put 
forward for appointment as Vice-pres. No 1. 

lips. D.Farrow has been nominated as Assist. Treasurer. 
Magazine Library: Suggested that a small library of a select- 
ion of “the excellent magazines received be made available for 
monthly individual loan. 


Conservation Coordinator's Report: 


Central Gippsland Forest Management Plan submission posted. 
Central Forests - Planning their Future. Letter EO Toolangi 
stating their forests are out of our area. 

Wetlands west of Morell between two bridges ~ members of 
Latrobe Landscape Committee to meet with RCA,SEC,Morwell 
Shire and Morwell Water Board on site on PSIG ‘to discuss 
the project. 

Completed draft for guidelines for planning new water pro- 
jects to supply environmental water requirements to present 
to meeting. 

Submission on State Plantations Impact Study read to comm~ 
ittee by J.Purhbrpick. 


Next meeting Wednesday April 26, 7.30pm in YiiCA rooms ,l’orwell. 


Supper Roster: April 28. Dulcie Sambell and Beatrice Roberts. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FHC Ine. 


Neeting: Friday Mey 26 at 7.30 
Speaker: Elien ee foyat ac hehe tials 
Excursion: Saturday liay 27. 
lieet at iirboo Horth Pumping Station at 10am. . 
: : Funsi could he elusive, devending on weather. 
Possible sighting of bis treefs) at Darlimurla 
in the aftern 


Bird Group: 
~eeting: Monday June 5. » 


Meeting ilaee: 10an at corner of Ranch Rd. and 'illow Grove 
Rd. ror excursion to Tanjil South area. 


Cte 
te 


Warragul FNC. Contact Secretary for details. 


Friends of io onuell Natio nal Park. 


June 18 Vorking bee and tree planting. ileet at Foster's 
Cully at 1.30o0n. 


Foiends of Mount Vorta Pank. 


Aetion days are the third Sunday of the month. 
ontact Jack Brooks for details. Phone 055 231563 


oe 


ACF _ Local Group. 
ifeeting: Fourth Tuesday of the month. 


lilepant Resource Centre, 
91 George St., Morwell. 
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A talk on identifying native plants given by iirs. Bon 
Thompson ;supported with. superb slides ta 
EDs Ollie THOMBEOT oe: eer 


INTRODUCTION: 


Bon opened her address by stating that the obs ect! of the 
night was to identify local wildflowers. Don said she enjoyed 
kevin out plants and is currently helping a group of people 
at Latrobe University who are ‘deine a record of the distrib-- 
nies of Victorian native plants. She outlined the history . 
of plant names; described helpful books and how to use a, key. 


PLANT NAMES : 
All Riants nave two nemes:~ 


indiv idual nane, 


Ie helpsy to know the meaning of the words used. Species. name 
are mostly desevintive such. asi~ ; 


[as 3 


longifolia -» lone leaves 
latifolia = broad leaves 


Sometimes Australian plants have a name atiae means they are 
like one known in Europe. Our plants seemed so different, »when 
first discovered, that they were described by likening. them. 

to something Bimeady known. This resulted in names like Viola. 
hederacea which means ivy like; hedera meaning ivy in Europe. — 
Plants are also named after “people. It is a great honour to — 
have a plant named after you. Banksiias were nemed after Joseph 
Banks , Muelleri after Baron von Mueller, Willi ii after Dr. ~ 
Willis. Tivo members of our club have been honoured in this 
Way Dampiera galbraithiana was named for Miss. Jean Galbraith 
and Mps. Ellen Lyndon has a fungus named after her. Both of 
these SKeopld ; sent a “previously - undeseribed specimen to the 
experts ho described and named them. } 


BOOKS: ° 


There are books such as LANGUAGE OF BOTANY by the Sociéty | 

for Growing Native Plents, which explains words used in 
deseribing palgutiss There are also botanical dictionaries 

both Tange and sriall . ALL of these are aids to the language 

used in identifying > ndants? Bon later Sean ed Miss. Galbraith's 


jo 


book a-FIELD GUIDE 70 THE WILD - FLOWERS SOUTII EAST AUSTRALIA 
which is unfortunately “out ‘of print. ene edenes ted we request 
the plblishers- to »enrint it , as thereis really nothing 


which takés its Slace for Vietoria and BiG aah Coast. Admitt- 
edly Costerman deals with some of the avea, but only in the 
Field of trees and shrubs. 


Slopes MoM Goone. 
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IDENTIFYING NATIVE PLAUTS 


HISTORICAL OVERVIEW: 
Linnaeus in the 1750's, started the system of naming plants. 


Le 
Applying the same name to the same nlant throushout the 
world,theoretically avoiding duvlication. However, duplication 
dees sometimes happen in Australia. At the tine when Banks , 
Baron von Mueller and others were collecting. communication 
was not easy. There was no way of checking, quickly, what 
names had been used and so there was duplication. Later it 

had to be cheeked that the plant in Australis and the plant 
with its voucher specimen in Kew, England, were actually ’ 
one and the same. After verification one name could be 
deleted, the rule being that the first published name was 
retained. This sule led to a great rush to be first in print. 


COMMON NAMES: 


Common names are fun. Tt was obvious that Bon enjoys them 
when she told us of Beard Orchids which are also Old Man 
Orchids, and Wat Lin Orchids which are ene ee known as 
Parson: nae: -pulpit, While we can enjoy these names it saves 


Access to books such as those described above helps.in., 
plant identification. ie must be observant, look at the, 
different parts of the plant, then use the books to tell us 

mat is Special about the ELAEEAE 


TDEWTIFYING PLATS: 
USING. BOOKS : 


Wiss. Galbraithn's book is very simple to use. There are three, 
ways of doing ‘ane The first and easiest way is’ to look at 
the illustrations wiich are grouned in flower colours. Turn 
to the section with the colour of the flower to be identified, 
or if it is a white or sreen flower tuyn to the section where 
the line drawinss, done by Mrs. Jacobson, Show the outlines 
of the flower This. will send you to the familv of the flower. 
If there apnears to be nothing like the a iaat to be identified, 
turn to page 10 where there is a section looking at shape: 
eg. for a four petalled, open flower tuen to nage....I£ the 
flower still cannot be identified, the list of families on 
p.15-19 is helpful. 
Leon Costerman take: 
recional. Section 1 of 
plants and is the 
whether the: plai 
shrub. After m 
section. .t as 
features, such 2 
to the deseriptix 
3 


hn 
confusion if we use botenical nenes. 
a 
Cc 


oe 


a different approach. Wis approach is 
ook covers common and widespread 
ace to look. The next decision is 
l-tree, a tall shrub, or a small 
ecision, turn to the appropriate 
acessany to look at the distinguishing 

flower. This step will lead 
1¢ book and perhaps a photograph. 

ind in the common and widespread section 
ook at the area in which it was found. 
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IDENTIFYING NATIVE PLANTS 
OCTOBER 1988 CONT 2 one « 


Quite often there will be a little aprow to the distinsvish- 
ing features of the plant in question. 


USING A KEY: 


Another way to identify plants is by using a key. This is a 
bit like doing a crossword puzzle. There are fiven clues 
about which a decision must be made considering the evidence 
in the plant. 

Dr. Willis has published a key, divided into two sections: 
one for dicotyledon 1S anc one for monocotyledons. Startins 
with the key to the families, it leads to the genere, and from 
there to the species, . 

The Flora of Australia, if it is ever finished, willbe a 
wonderful tool. It is hoped there will be,eventually, §8 
books, but at present there are only ten. Each book deals 
with one family. 

Keys can be simple or complicated, deal w 
or deal with one coormpanhical area. One key 
recently come to our notice, deals with bin 
drawings, and staptince v ith. the’ question of } bind size. Keys 
are not easy to make, and could probably be nade for anything 
in the natural vworid. There are tio ways of constructing a - 
key. One method uses numbers , the other the alphabet. Alter-- 

nade, are given. 


ith one family, 
5; which has 
ds, giving line 


vy 


natives, between which a choice must be > : 
Such questions as “is it a climber or a shrub oy a tree” are 

asked. If the answer is a shrub the ey micit direct us to 
number 4y where the question will be “does it have a nut or 
a pod? int the answer is “a pod" the direction is to number 
8 which asks “is the ped elongated or triansular?’. If the 
answer is triansular the direction is to number 9 and the 
question is whether the flowers are yellow and brown or 
white. Thus we get to the name of the plant. 

At this point Ollie showed his beautiful flower slides 
with Bon pointing out the important features of each plant. 
The club members then practised keying on the specimens 
available for that purpose. 


Florence Plucher. 


On December 27,1988, while proudly SOUNDS | some friends 
the beauties of iiount “orth, we came across a tiny mouse~ 
like creature which I believe was an Gato AaIOS. It had a 
head and body Spr oRAnAE LY GS om. ONG and a tail approx: 
imately 9S em. lons 

Tenoring.us, “this i ue creature dilicently cheeked out 

ead of us, aonerontly searching 


+ 


the litter on the trac! 
for insects. 

Ve expected it at any time to sense ouyv presence and take 
flicht, but instead it turned back on its ipacks and actually 
scurried over the toe of my shoe as I bent to have a closer 
look at it. 


¢ 


Ccont.p.4.... 


To our collective de 
ny oucstretched 
ferred Lb. sco. aay wld take a photo of it. 
It then cheerfully al cself to be transferred back 
to my hand so my friend could take a photo of it. 

Wearing children approaching and fearins for its safety, 
I placed it at the base of a nearby larcze stump which it 
nimbly climbed and disanpeard ron Viel. 

This is my first sichtine of these creatures. Is it usual 


for -them:to be so unafraid? ry 
a: - John Mewett. 


EXCURSIO: TO SALE COMMON, 29/4/89 


On our leisurely journey to Sale we saw many birds, includ. 
ing Sulnhur-crest ced Cockatoos, Sacred and Straw-neeked Ibis, , 
Crinson Rosellas, Galahs, Vacpies, Starlings and a Sky Lark. 

Qn arrival at Sale, 'rs.Joan Vincent introduced Mr. Peter 
Lawrence from ‘the Department of Conservation, Forests and 
Lands, who wes to be our suide for the day. We also met up 
with the rest of the party, inecludins members of the Loch 
Sport and Sale Field Naturalist Clubs. 

After Studying the bird life on Lake Gutheridge, «hich 
included Gulls. iloophens, Black Swans, Coots, a White--faced 
fiervon and a Great Eepet, we moved off in convoy to the Sale 
Common Reserve. 


O£ course, the fivst priority was our morning “euppa” but 
eventually we moved off on our stay. Sale Coee ery gov.ens 308 
BOERS and. in, the past. has. been crazed, used as a rifle 
range, air strin cad pienie area. It is nor etc bye Che 
& sar a Reseove.ine only Game Reserve in the Sale area. 


The water level can be resulated and durins the dry period 
vas drained so work could be done to imorove the terrain 

end create new habitats. tiost of the trecs have been planted 
over the past ten years, srown from seeds from other areas. 
Tt was felt that hed local seeds been used. the growth might 
have been more abundant. The Common provides sanctuary for 
many birds - 126 of which have been listed. 

Our first objective was the new bird viewing facility which 
was constructed as a Commonwealth Emnlovment Prorcranme project. 
On the way, the nestins boxes for forest bats were pointed 
out as were the ones for the Chestnut Teal. The latter, 
apparently, sometimes house other tenants such as rosellas 
or possums. 

Sone sharp~eved observers satr the Golden-headed Cisticola 
darting about. liear the Haigh 3 was a from of beautiful irri- 
descent colours which was undisturbed by our presence - in 
fact, he was still in the same nosition when ve returned 
some time later. Lo vas identified as Tiitoria raniformis. 

At the hide we had the pleasure of watchine the antics of 
the Little Grebe ,Svemphens, Egrets, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, 
Little Pied Cormorants, Black Swans and Black Duck -. althouch 
Peter Latrrence exnres 

We retraced our ster 
our next destinetion a ‘ 
we had our lunch beXore settins out arein down the track. 
wes a colony of Palicans assembled by the 
al ted 


Me first sighting S 
shore of the lake. A Whis tline Kite civeled overhead and one | 


S 
8 


3 

ec 

Ss and once agein set off in convoy for 
it the otner side the Common. Here 


CONG spe Om «cs 


cd disappointment at the lack of numbers. 
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EBNCURGIOM TO SALE COMMON, 29/4/89 cont.... 


of the Civam _fecided roost pier in a tree. Inothis 
area Wes ‘ mo bs “porn eatieasr a 
Glock Of29 , Finches, *iillie Varctail; Grey 
Fanteil, Uhi-te--broved feuanemae: fh, Zooka- 
burra was heand Once again “ie retraced.our steps 


and headed for oun third venue: the lleapt Morass. This area 
covers 12,000 hectares, nart of which is npivately owned and 
part controlled by C.F.& LU. On.the way we say many binds 
ineluding “hite and Straw-necked Ibis, Kestrel, Brown Falcon, 
Magpie Larks, a,flock of Trée Martins, Starlings » indian 
Mynas, White-faced teron, Yellow--billed Spoonbill and Ravens. 
(Then we stopped, Peter Laimrence was anain disappointed at 
the small number of binds but ve were thrilled to watch eight. 
White-fronted Chats running alongs the shore watched by some. 
asked Plovers (now known as Lanwings). On the water were 
the inevitable Slack Swans ee Svamnhens. 
It was then decided to move onto Lake Wellington, but at 

this point we elected to, head for home. Those who went on 
sighted the Chestnut Teal and Swamp Harrier. Philip Rayment 


thanked Peter Larmence for his guidence and iirs. Joan Vincent . 


for her assistance in orsanising a very eniovable and vreward.: 
ing day. : : 


Jessie Burns and Dorothy Farrov. 
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REPORT..OF BUSINESS MEETING OF LVFNC ON 26/4/89 
Seven members mresent. Four apologies. 
ai 


Business apisine from the previous minutes: 
Ik Govsene ati. 
fu 


a ee rl Se ee : 
Co-ordinator: E.Thomnson accepted apnoint-- 
ment for a e 


pp tuo-yeao term. J. Blucher will act as 

ion Co-ordinator, 

c ep. Hominetion of D. Farrow anproved. 

Ste Hagazine Lib lagazines will be -vailable to borrow 

at General tieeting Farrow twill look after this library. 

4, Ada River Bic Tree Valking Track. Club well represented 

at official opening. Sedroane at lack of official protection 
this area. a 

5°. Ada River visit with VFNC Botany Groun, 22/4/89.J. ‘fall 

and VW. Marschalek made excellent hosts. ; 


J ocr 


tet ts 


g 
° 
aes 
e 


Renee. 


Balances: Cheaue account $715.40 includine $20 owed to Treas. 
Investment account $2005. 

Accounts for payment: Contact Stationesy $163.65, Phone 
calls, Sec.1/1/83 to 31/3/89 $16.38, Hall hire April, May, 

June $30, Cornorate Affairs Office (Annual) $24.10, Conser:: 
vation Co. -ordinator's expenses $90.79. 

Sticker Fund balance: $405.66. $300 to be transferred to 
seneral funds. 


Special Business:~ Guest speaker, Brian Yard of CFEL. 


Brian-is the. Senion Flora and Fauna Conservation Planner 
for Central Giprslend CF&L. Ee spoke on the Land Protection 
Incentive Scheme aa grants for specific purposes which can 
be applied for by Community groups. 


‘eneral Business: 
r. Deec. Payne trould 1: 


ke to donate ner Buc 
che Club, srovided it was a 


calyp pt Collection 
rdded to and main 


tained. 
Conservation Co- ordinetor's Report: 


Received correspondence from National Trust re vesister of 
sicnificant trees of Victoria for further information and 
photos. 

Visited lighway area between Moe and liomrell with John Grimes 
of LRC to identity planting . in roadside reservation. 
C.Thompson reported on attending a Salinity Day at West Sale, 
including an aerial view of the problen. 

J.Blucher reported that Open Cut rehabilitation work is 
progressing rapidly with high success rates in plantings. 


Next meeting: 24/5/89, 7.30pm YMCA Morvell. 


Supper Roster: Nay 26. June Lubcke and Bon Thompson. 
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COMING EVENT 


LATROBE VALLEY FNC Inc. 


Meeting: Friday June 23 at 7.30pm 
Speaker: Andrew Dlackburn on “Flora of Fraser Island 


and South-east Queensland”. 


Excursion: Saturday June 24. David Thomas will lead a 
geological excursion to the Tyers River Gorge. 
Meet at 10am at Wirilda Park. 

ja Park road turns off the Yellourn Nortn/ 
Ss Road at the Tyers River on the western 
There is a sicn to Wirilda at the main 

road. Alonc this road there is an entrance 

with a larce sign ‘“WVirilda Environmental Park 

on the richt--hand side. 


Bird Group: 
Meeting: Monday July 3. 


iMeeting place: 10am. Cowvarr Weir (first picnic area on 
left after entering Corwvrarr Weir Reserve) 
for excursion to Stony Creek and Seaton area. 


Warragul FNC: Contact Secretary for details 


Friends of iorwell National Park. 


July 16 History talk on Billy's Creek (depending on 
speaker). Ileet at Tebb Terrace at 1.30pm. 


Friends of Mount Worth Park. 


Action days are the third Sundays of the month. 
Contact Jack Brooks for deteils . Phone 056 231563 


ACF Local Group 


ee 
Meeting: Fourth Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Migrant Resource Centre, 
91 George St., Morwell. 


lt 
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FIRE CONTROL AND PLANT REGENERATION 


On Friday 24th Febpuary ; Messers Andy Tecart. and David 
Francis of the SEC of Victoria Engineering Services Depart- 
ment Emergency and Rural Services verv capably enlightened 
the Club on a number of interdenendent areas of information 
regarding the SEC of Victoria, bush fires in the Valley and 
the ability of plants +o regenerate a after a fire. 

David briefly introduced us to the SEC*s view of bush fires. 
In the SEC's 65 years of generation. in the Valley there have — 
been 10 major fires, five of which impacted on generation, 

shutting down ceneration in 1944- for several days... 

Yallourn Onen Cut covers some 1300 Tia., Morwell 600 Ha. 
and Loy Yang 390 ita. The open cuts are really lange basins 
in which the exposed coal faces veather to dust. The cust 

xidises in the atmosphere end this sometimes leads to 
spontaneous combustion. Any spark may also light dry coal 
dust; in the Morwell Open Cut some 300 fires per annum occur 
even in the absence of ‘bush fires. 

A fire in an open. cut may destroy valuable plant or endanzen 
lives as it burns at temperatures between 800 and 1200 degrees 
celcius.When hot the coal is hard to wet, so fires are diff-. 
icult to extinguish. 

“As a consequence. the SEC has prepared twa policy documents 

“Protection of SEC assets from rural fires:1986" and “Policy 
on fire protection of open cuts" to help people understand 
the several problems outlined above. One salient point is 
that fires “pun; burning embers. from a pine plantation on 
fire may travel two kilometres before landings and ieniting 
a new'spot" fire. Burning embers from a eucalyptus forest 
may travel 20 kilometres before. landing and “spotting". 

As the operations of the SEC impact on the social welfare 
of the whole state there have been enacted several Acts to 
compel the SEC to control fires on its own property. 

In order to do this, the SEC liases with APM, (CFA, and 
CF &€ L. Manned fire towers and a spotter plane pin-point 
fires. A mix of well trained fire crews, fire breaks, access 
roads and systematic fuel reduction burning all help: to 
control the threat caused by a fire external to an open’ cut. 

Fuel reduction burning is a controlled fire aimed at pe~ 
ducing the amount. of fuel available to a fire by renoving 
the litter on the ground while not damaging the canopy. of. 
the trees, but increases the dictance between subsequent | 
fuel and the canopy. : 

This technique also removes fire brand materials such as - 

fluffy/streamer bark from messmates, manna gums and candle 
bark gums -- this material burns free and is carried many: 
miles ahead of the main fire to “spot or light another fire. 

The “fine fuel sets the rate of spread of a fire, and 
refers to the dead twigs less than 6mm in diameter, dry 
leaves and green tivics less than 2mm in diameter. As an 
anprox cimation, if you halve the fuel load you halve the 
spread of a fire. 

The procedure for a fuel reduction burn is a well coordin- 

ated and strictly policed operation with everybody knowing 
ana is expected of them. The optimum results are that no 


fuel is left, that there has been no escape and the canopy 
is intact. ne 


ug 
‘ 
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FIRE COUTROL AND PLANT REGENERATION cont..... 


After a fire some plants die, some sprout, some flover 
profusely, some seed: the question is why? 

Research has demonstrated that the question hes several 
answers. 

The normal sequence of a species is that a nature plant 
SOBEL, casts scecds, seedlings sprout and grow to mat cupnitry. 
If the plants ie subject to a fire revi’; it is helpful 
to aprly a sinple classification of woody plants develop ed 
by Catia: .M@.,1981, in which he divided the plants into two 
categories: 

A. Plants in the reproductive phase just subject to 100% 
leaf scorch by fire, ,die (non--sprouters). 

Seed storace in plant 
- seed storage in soil 
a6 No seed storage in burnt area 


Ae Subterrancan rerenerative buds 

» Root suckers, horizontal rhvzomes 

Li. Basal stem sprouts, vertical rhyzomes 

b. Aerial recenerative buds 

5 Epicormic ‘buds srow out 

i, Continued outsrowth of actual aerial rréfire buds 


To use this classification, draw a triancle with ‘mature 
plants* at the apex, “seed" at the lower left- ‘hand corner 
and “seedlings" at the lower right-hand corner of the trianglc. 
The species will continue to exist if the circle “seedlinces 

“nature’ plants" and“seeds” is not broken. 
It may De broken by a fire. ; 
With the ‘type A plants, the seedlings will die in a fire 
and yield no seed. Mature plants can yield seed, but in some 
instanees the seed mav be _Cestroyed, “While in others THeRSeo 
may not germinate if the fire has not been hot enough. 

With type B plants, the specimen will sprout if the partic 
ular plant is sufficiently mature to havc enough reserve in 
its rhyzome and the fire is not too hot. If the fire is too 
not even mature specimens may be completely incinerated, 
ee many seedlings do not have sufficient reserves to sprout 

fter even a “cool” fire. : 

iencabee store their seed in cones. A suiteble fire desicates 
the cone, the seeds emerge and many cerminate. in the ashes. 
Legumes store their seed in the sround and the viability of 
the seed depends largely on the seasonal climatic condition: 
the seeds often lose viability progressively after five 
years. The seeds of acacias germinate only when they have 
been heated sufficiently: fires of 500 Iilovatts per metre 
of front result in few seeds germinatins, however good rates 
of germination result after fires of 3000 kilowatts per metre. 
iets ‘the time between successive fires is too long few seeds 
germinate: 10 to 15 years is the best period. The best time 
in the year is late summer oY autumn. 

Resproutez rs of type 5 generally tolerate a fire at any part 
of the season, witnstanding moderate to high temperature fircs 
but if the fires are too frequent the nopulation tends to be 
mostly mature plants and ultinately these die and the population . 


t 
ata 
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FIRE CONTROL AND PLANT REGENERATION cont..... 


collapses. The critical period between fires is dependent on 
the species, but a period of 8 to 10 years is adeauate for 
seedlings to set seed or have a sufficiently large ligno- 
tuber to survive a fire. 

In order to successfully use fire to reduce the fuel load 
while not reducing the plant populations, one must cateczorise 


various plants’ responses to fire.This may be done by choosinc.. 


typical species and then studying them intensively over thein 
life cycle, identifying the critical parts of the cycle. This 
process should be repeated with several tvnes. Comparisons 
between types will enable the researcher to choose an — 
"indicator". species. The indicator pesprouters are the ones 
slowest to grow a lsenotuber cf sufficient size, while the 
indicator seeders are those slowest to set seed. Generally 
any quicker ones will be conserved in a fire regime, this 
enables the fire control officer to target in on specific 
types. 3 

Fuel models in a computer show the tine taken for fuel 
loads to build un in particular forests and may be ‘used to 
predict when to burn. If the fire officer knows his indicatoz 
species he may then burn regularly Wa thou wiping out all of 
a-particular plant population. 

Towever , protection values Sometines Sontlnates with | conser. 
vation values and in these cases the fuel is burnt and the 
fire officer has to wear the criticism. 

1. It has only been the external rural fires which have 
nosed a real threat to the SEC's production assets. 

' 2. The lecture was illustrated by an excellent selection 
of slides. : 

3. Some of the subject matter was drawn from a paper, 

"Effects of fire on plants: Case studies in the 
proteace ae and fabaceae in the Sydney region and 
the implicat jons for fire management in: conservation 
reserves." Bradstock R. and Auld T. I'S! NP €.NS. 

4, Mr Larson thanked the team on behalf of the Club, 
pointing out that a much better understanding of the 
subject had been gained as a result of the evening's 
dialogue. 


F.J. Blucher. 


_ FIRE CONTROL EXCURSION FEBRUARY '22°,1989. 


Ttwas overcast and cool on Saturday Februe yy 22 when nine 
members‘ cars met Andy ° Tegart and Dave Francis of SEC Rural 
Services at a car park near Yallourn VW. | - = 

At 10.30 wemoved off to examine a 15 hectare. area of wood: 
land just north of the old Yallourn to Yallourn North road 
opposite Yallourn Power Station. Howlett Rd skirts part of: 
the west side of this area. Andy and Dave explained that it 
is many years since this area was burnt and that the SEC 
feels that to safesuard the nearby open cut and other major 
assets it should be treated to a controlled burn as soon as 
conditions are suitable. enced kit 


CLOPMES Do Sos agus 
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Selecting the day, and time of day, is still difficult 
despite advances in technology. We were told that a number 
of indicators are used. One is to per out a number of one 
metre square arcaas, Peiiove all the floor cover, discard all 
non-combustibles and all material more than Gum diameter 
and weigh what is left. From this they estimate the combust. 
ible cover in kilorrems per hectare.The weather is of course 
enother prime indicator -. forecasts.are carefully studied. 
foe final decision may be meade only en hour or so before the 
burn is started. Andy and Dave will let us know when this 
burn is to start but warned thet the notice could be very 
short. 

‘“ number of cullies cut through the voodliand and some are 
rather steep. They propose to use normal practice for this 
type of country which is to start fires near the top of the 
slopes and try to get them to burn back down into the eullies 
against the fire--induced wind direction, It is exnected that 
cuite a number of unburnt “islands® will be left scattered 
through the area. These will preserve relatively unchanged 
nabitats for both flora and fauna without leaving a danger 
of wildfire development. 

Andy and Dave left us at about 12.30 after a vote of thanks 
from President Jane. 


After a leisurely picnic lunch on a srassy spot at the SE 
corner,some left and the rest of us drove round to the west- 
ern and southern sides where the gullies are steeper » both 
rough and smooth tree ferns are bisser and the undersrowth 
is generally more dense. ater was seen to be seeping into 
this side from adjacent farmland. tiost of the trees in the 
arca are Nessmate but we were surprised to find two colonies 
of jiahogany ~ Strains Mehogany in a-sinall svainpy Flat on the 
west and Southern liahorany on a slope on the soutl: side, 
There were also some very fine Grey Gums and some Jianna Cums 
on the South side. There is the usual t:estern frince of Tea: 
tree , many of which are well established and quite tall. 
Some members feel that these areas could produce a hot enough 
fire to scorch the mein canopy. . 

Parts of the southern fringe are infested vith feral plants 
where garden rubbish had been dumped some vears aco. On the 
eastern side, where the woodland abuts cleared farmland, 
there is a strong infestation of ragwort and some St John's 
“ort (the imported variety). 

Surprisingly, very few birds were heard or seen. 

Although February is not a particularly cood time to take 
a Dlant list for comparison after regeneration ,members_did 
manage to produce quite an impressive list of over 100 species 

One not well informed member was astounded to see what 
looked like an eptphyte orchid twined round a slender saplince. 
perhaps the burn would be.off -- perhaps a new National Park, 
Andy was not disturbed - it was a Mistletoe, in fruit too 
Oliy immediately identified it as the ereeping variety, 
iuellerina eucalyptoides.Your seribe was ved--faced - again. 
At about "pia, following afternoon tea and some detailed 
perusal of reference books wre ilahogany trees, we headed for 
home in warm sunshine. A very pleasant day and our thanks to 
Andy and Dave. 


Ron Court. 
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SUAMP MAHOGANY LYSTERY 


On the February excursion to West Gully, Yallourn North, 
Swamp Mahogany in the northern section and Southern Mahogany 
in the south-west section of the block were identified. As 
these trees are well out of the normal rance, we suspected 
that the occurrence here was man influenced. 

I rang Ian iicDonald, retired SEC forester and member of 
our Club, for information. In 1934 Swamp Mahogany were planted 
on the northern slopes of the oricinal Yallourn overburden ” 
dump. In 1956-60 they were planted on the eastern side of 
the high dump towards Anderson's Creek. Also in approximately 
1956 brush fencins was erected alons Howletts Road side of 
West Gully block to nrevent silt washing down into the cully. 
Some of the material for the brush fencine came from plantinss 
on the original Yallourn overburden dump and could easily have 
contained seeds of the Swamp Mahogany. So, the mvstery of. 
the Swamp Mahogany in Vest Gully is ex plained. The most . 
interesting fact is that the species has become naturalised 
in the gully as the trees were of varying ace which should 
mean they a ane seeding end seowing naturally there. 

liiss Galbraith adds that the Swamp iiahoceny was also 
planted as-street trees in Newborough. ea 


$) 


Son Thompson. 


nes Seal 3 i ISTLETOE. SEED | 

For four days in a row I found different sets off fryo small 
sticky objects, one on top of the other, on the wire of the 
clothesline. I thought they must be insect eggs or pupa. If 
put the last set in a jar to see what emerred, but the top 
of one of the objects srew a green head. I did -not worry and 
thought perhaps a caterpillar would emerge. Mowever, when a 
couple of days later, a thin green neck appeared I began to 
have second thoughts. We thought they were probably mistletoe 
seeds. I had not recognised them as I have not seen these 
seeds after they have been eaten by a bird. So I put them on 
‘he branch of an apple tree. Even thougn the seeds had been 
in a jar for a few days, the “head’ attached itself to the 
spanch and is still alive although not srowing. The conclus~ 
ion we came to was that we must have had a mistletoe bird in 
the garden as the other birds would not have succeeded in 
placing the seeds on the wire. They perch across the wire, 
not along it. Our disappointment was that we had missed the 
beautiful mistletoe bird. A few days later we discovered a 
mistletoe plant growing on a wattle tree on the other side 


c 


of the house. 
Bon Thompson. 
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ES SE AOI DAD 
REPORT OF THE BUSINESS IETING OF LVFUC oN 24/5/89 
Se Oa Hae oe Uke Eve Naeceh eB 
Ten members present. Two apologies. 


Business arising from the PREVIOUS minutes:(of interest) 

1. ‘Naturalist’ addressinc. ’,Savage to proceed with labels. 

2. Land Protection Tecate ‘Schene. Sale FilC to deal with 
Dawson Railway Reserve. 

¢..Environment Grant from Ministry for Plannine and Envir- 
oOnment. Keith Hamilton, MLA for “oryell, hended cheaue for 
$700 to President on 8/5/89. 

4. Eucalypt Specimen Collection of Deaconess Payne. Ken 
Savage wild look after it. 


rinenee: 


sccount: $694.57 
at eccount: $2005.03 
tion money: $700.00 


Correspondence oe interest) :In 


i. Bairnsdale FilC. Invitation to excursion to i’t. Elizabeth 
on 17/9/89 and to talk by Leon Costermrans on 15/8/89. 
2. Friends of ilomyell National Park. Neawslatter and Confenr-- 
ence Report. 
repr ae, a Traralgon Snire Planning Scheme Ane ndment L2u, 
4. A.Thies. Bryophyte list, Avril excursion to Ada Tree, 
Periodicals - NT Nature Territory Mav/June, SGAP May, 
Vic. Naturalist March/April. 


LRC. Re Tralgon Shire Amendment L2u. 

Min.Planning and Environment. Mon-agreement to Traralgon 
Shire Amendment L24. 

3. Traralgon Shire. Non-agreement to Amendment L24. 


Qu 
tLe 
ne 


Conservation Co-ordinators Report: 
Se SEE LO Me OS ORGAN ALOD SE NE POG 


Plant list for ‘est Gullv, Yallourn North to R.Ineol,SEC. 

Lists of plants,birds and bryophytes for Ada Tree area to 

Mike Cecil, LRC. 

Submission presented on Alpine Area~Bogons Plannine Unit, 
Proposed lianagement Plan by J.Blucher 

Checked Ponadervis humilis at Holey Plains State Parkfor 
Peter Lawrence and Neville Walsh. 


wext meeting: Wednesday June 21, 7.30 pm. YMCA Morwell. 


Supper roster: June 23. if.Austin’ and F. Bluc 
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LATROBE VALLEY FHC INC. 


Meeting: Friday, July 28 at 7.30 pm. 


Speaker: Gary Richardson on “liicro:-worlds". 
Members are invited to bring tiny specimens 
of shells, mosses, flowers and fungi to be 
viewed via the microscope on a television 
sereen. 

Excursion: Saturday,July 29. lieet at 10 am at !loe Fducat- 

jon Centre. Micro-sample collecting at several 

ponds and then return to Ed. Centre to view 
these on video. Bring a light lunch. 


Bird Group: 
Meeting: Monday,August 7 . 


Meeting place: iieet at 10 am at Junction of Thorpdale- 
Driffield Road and Mt. Hut Road for an 
excursion to Bird's Gully. 


Se EEE Ena nIIEIE Styne snenttntitnnninntnn aa eeneneanasaad 


Warragul FNC. Contact Secretary for details. 
a 


Friends of Morwell National Park. 


August 6 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and Special General 
ifeeting. 

August 20 Visit to Coolart, Somers.Arrangements to be 
notified. 

August 26 Return visit of Friends of Warrandyte Stete 
Pari. 


a nn ee ann NSE NnnE SInEInREERSEEEEEEEEnennennnamel 


Friends of Mount Worth Park. 


Action days are the third Sundays of the month. 
Contact Jack Brooks for details, phone 056 231563 


Australian Conservation Foundation Local Group. 
Meeting: Fourth Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm. 


Migrant Resource Centre, 
91 George Street, Norell. 


en nn Ett SESS 
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EACURSTON TO TOL: . SACKYATER AT INVERLOCH -. LARCH: 20,1989 


Os and Eulie Srewster led an excursion to Toy's Backuvater, 
waich is a relatively new saltmarsh caused by a build up of 
send in the Inlet at Inverloch. An old sea wall which bordered 
tne voadside clearly showed the changing nature of the area 
as it is more than a hundred metres inland, yet Eulie recalled 
her son learning to swim at this point which boasted about 
three feet of water at the time. 

The land in this area has been building up since about 
1930 due to the natural forces of wind and water. It is 
thought that there is about a 40 year cycle of deposit and 
erosion regardless of man's intervention. One well-established 
benk in the built-up area was obviously erodine at present 
with exposed tree roots and topplins and washed-out shrubs 
along the beach. 

Not all the build up we observed was natural as an area 
had been filled with rubbish by the Council and craduallv 
slanted out by the Conservation Societv since 1969. A Bowl- 
ing green had been established on one area of build-- ‘up and 
then it began to erode was bolstered with bluestone to arrest 
the process. Conservation, Forests and Lands are currently 
proposing to develop a cap. ‘perk, playground area but it was 
felt that this is likely to hesten erosion by ereating an 
opening for the wind, and that tha local veretation now 
coverine the area is rore desirable. 

Visually, Fey's. Dackwater anpears to comprise three 
iffewent areas .- low lyins areas covered in sround--hugeing 
lants and grasses, hicher areas and banks covers -d with 

edium and low shrubs and a belt of taller trees and shrubs 
cuter back from the inlet and borderins the roadside. 

The main plants in the low lying areas were Beaded Glass 
wort, Spinifex, Sea Lavender and Rushes. Rice»-crass was 
creeping into these areas and as an invasive introduced 
plant was not considered welcome. It was first introduced to 
hold the sand on a farm and is now appearing all along the 
coast. Rice-grass causes a build up of sand, but competes 
with and replaces other plants, includins mansroves. 

The higher areas and banks mainliv comprised Marsh Salt- 
bush, Speargrass, Coast Tea- BRED Coast Wattle and Coast 
Sword Sedge, 

Many of these shrubs also bordered the roadside in addition 
to small trees such as Sweet Bursaria and Boobialla. It was 
interesting to find a large variety of “garden escapes" in 
this area such as Cottoneaster, Golden Rod and Ivy but these 
appeared to be quite localized.(These are dumped by house:: 
holders). 

After our saltmarsh excursion we drove to a private block 
of land on the other side of Inverloch which stretches down 
+o the sea. This block is mown annually but is otherwise 
untouched and had a good covering of large trees and shrubs. 
A lovely spreading Peppermint, or Black Peppermint as it is 
locally knotm, graced the entrance to the block. Other trees 
vere Cherry Ballart, Prickly Tea-tree, Coastal Nanna Gum, 
Coast Wattle and fecacia suaveolens, the Siveet Wattle. 

A beehive hung like a shroud from a branch of a Peppermint 


in a gully and a hole above it may have been occupied by a 
CONG Ds 2a. 06 
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EXCURSION TO TOY?S BACKWATER AT INVERLOCH -- VARCH 20, 1988 


seep GOLGI. 
sugar-glider living close to its larder, but more likely 
was a possum hole. 


The Hyacinth Orchids, Dipodium punctatum were just finisi.: 
° . =F EG = 
ing flowering and one ear specimen had about 25 flowers 
along its length. Other plants IT recorded tere: 


! 


+ 


Lindsaea sp. (Scretfern) 
Epacris impressa (Common Meath) 
Gonocarpus tetragyna (Raspvort) 
Leptospermum juniperinum (Prickly Tea.trce) 
Billadiera scandens (Climbing Annleberry) 
ceuniia vedula (Thatch Sawsedse) 

urchardia umbrellata (i ‘ilkmaids) 
paveneonae occidentalis (Purnle Flas) 
“elaleuca saquarrosa (Scented Panerbark) 


PLANT LIST OF TOY‘S DCACKVATER, 


ARCH 17, 1988 


Amnophila arenaria (ilarran Grass) * 
Apium prostratum (Sea Celery) 
Atriplex cinerea (Coast Saltbush) 
paludosa (ilarsh Saltbush) 
Cakile maritime (Two-horned Sea Rocket) 
Carpobrotus rossii (Ross's ifoonflower) 
Cahnia filum (Chatfy Saw-sedge) 
Helichrysum paralium (Coast Everlastins) 
Isolepis nodosa(inobby Club-rush) (previously Scirpus nodosus? 
Juncus kraussii (Sea Rush) (previously J. maritimus) 
Lagurus ovatus (Hare's Tail Grass) * 
Lepidosperma gladiatum (Coast Sword-sedse) 
Limonium aust crale(Yellow Sea Lavender) 
Phragmites australis (Common Reed) (previously P. communis) 
Rhagodia candolleana (Seaberry Saltbush) (nrev. R. baceata) 
Samolus repens (Creeping Brookweed) 
Sarcornia quinqueflora (Beaded Glassvort) (prev. Salicornia 
auinqueflora) 
Selliera radicans (Sea Celery) 
Spartina townsendii (RIce Grass) 
Spinifex sericeus (iiairy Spinifex) (prev. 8. hirsutus) 
Stipa stipoides (Prickly Spear Grass) 
Suaeda australis (Austral Seablite) 
Triglochin striata (Streaked Arrowgrass) 


PLANTS AND SHRUBS Oi! OUTER DUNE OF TOY'S DACKVATER 


a sophorae (Coa 
triplex cinerea 
anksia integrifoli Ss 

ax glee cia rossii (Ross's Noonflower) 

za canadensis (Canadian Fleabane) a 
aeBanin cinereum (Variable Willowherb) 
urus ovatus (Hare's Tail Grass) # 
ospermun laevigata (Coast Tea-trec) 
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PLANTS AND SHRUES O%8 CUTER DUBE OF TOY’S BACKVATER’ (20 cont 


Leucoposon parviflorus (Coast Beard -heat 
Lyeium ferocissimu: (Boxthorn) * 
Velilotus indica Sweet ielilot) * 
Olearia axillaris (Coast Daisybush) 
TREES,SHRUBS ETC ALONG ESPLANADE EDGE OF TOY'S BACKWATER 


@ 


a ee 


Acacia sophorae (Coast Wattle) 

Acaena anserinifolie (Bidgee Yiddgee Burr) 
Banksia intecrifolia (Coast Banksia) 

Pursaria spinosa (Sweet Bursaria 

Cassinia aculeata (Cormon Cassinia 

Clematis microphylla (Small--leaf Clematis 
Conrosma repens (i:irror Bush * 

Delairea odorata (Cene Ivv) * (prev. Senecio milkioides) 
Leptospermum laevicatum (Coast Tea-tree) 
Leucoponon parviflorus (Coast Deard-heath) 
MuehLenbeckia adpressa (Clirbing Licnum) : 
iyovorum insulare (Boobialla) 

Pittosporum undulatum (Sweet Pittosporum) 


Pteridium esculentum (Austral Bracken) 
Rubus panud foltus (Siall-leaf Bramble) 
Sambucus gaudicneudiene (Elderberry) 
Solanum ogee (Slack iichtshade). * 
Tetragonia implex:coma (Borer Spinach? 


Cotoneaster sp. (Cotoneaster) ** 
Sedera helix (Enclish Ivy) %% 
Salix-sp- Giessen) weve 


* Introduced species in Victoria 
“%  Tntroduced species possibly from foreshore planting 

or from dumped carden rubbish. 
Bulie Brewster 


ROCKPOOLING AROUND EAGLE'S NEST iIARCH 18, 1989 


Margaret Rowe, armed with a white icecream conatiner, led 
very pleasant post’ prandial wander around the rock plat: 
form. 

Prior to embarking on the afternoon's ‘turnstoning" activ 
ities Margaret made some introductory comments. She spoke 
on the area generally and particularly on recent efforts to 
have the Bunurons (among the best rock platform communities 
in Victoria) proclaimed as a marine reserve. These efforts 
vere being frustrated by a series of technical hitches over 
road reserves and bureaucratic vacillation. It is hoped 
that these will be resolved soon, for even as she spoke a 
spearfisnermen enenced from the blue water with a territor.: 
jal species of fish (»robadly inedible) impaled on his spear. 
Evidently several weef areas have been, and are being 
denuded of their myriad of lifeforms. this Reserve's procla 
ation will provide an area for scientific study as well a 
a valuable breedin- area for the fish. This will help ensure 


fy 


cont. p.¥..i. 
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ROCKPOOLING AROUND EAGL NEST MARCH 1, 1989 cont. 


a ne a 


the continuation of fishing as a reareational.and economic 
activity. A rock platform community is very sensitive to — 
outside LETT CUR SS ag its living thincs are interdependent. 
voducers (phytonlanktonr. algea, ete), consumers (animals 
wnien eat plants and or other animals) and decomposers 
(which necycle the remains of plants and aninjal is) rely on 
a S F s and minerals 


one another and the sea provides 
‘e. 


= ‘ exe! e 
The rock platforms and the Lunurens cliffs are formed from 
ae i 7ere 


mudstone, sandstone and conplomerate wiich were laid down in 

Cretaceous tines (106. 119 Eres years aco)... The rock 

platform itself nas been created py the action of the’ sea 

erodins the cliff face. The resulti gutters, otc lintetoms and 

areas of harder rock trovide habitat for the organisms. 

Areas of fossil rinple marks are Sanne these were Santen 
Ue 


rea Si 
Shared which is cherac: sti/ec of es maine or seashore 
Ss. 


cer 
formation. Fossilized shel and Oe and some black coal 
were seen and, we were reliably informed. ee par (ea aNotsiaibee 
bones are found although none were observed. 
were seen runnins at about 85 degrees to each othen approx: 
imating a tessellation in some small areas 

The harsh and chenreable conditions of this intertidal 
zone have necessitated many adaptations or srecial features 
in the resident snecies. Some can prevent themselves from 
dryins out by remeining in sheltered areas: others protect 
themselves from wave ection by firmly attaching themselves 
to rock. 

Vany interesting” feeding adantations were noted. Predatory 
snails, which are distinzuished by a sroove in their shell, 
ec, the dor ee can sense their prey and feed on it by 
boring a hole in its shell. Starfish feed on snonges and 
small molluses by turning their stomachs inside out and 
enveloping their prey. oe Pree eee a poisonous: sting 
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from their tentacles and panel ve e their DPCY, 
The largest mollusc obs served was the elc spnant snail, which 


is black, about 10 cn long aa es a snall oblong humped shell. 
Tt is found in teols near the low tide mark. 
The only danserous animal on the reef is the blue ringed 
octopus whieh should never be handled as its bite can kill. 
Using her iceeree conteiner to displey specimens, Margaret 
identified the : and animel lists below. 
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Sea Lettuce — Ulva lactua 
ileptunes Necklace formosira banksii 
Coralline Red Alsae- PHYLUM Rhodonvayta 


PRlue-green Aleae PHYLUM. Cyanophyta 
Keln ‘PYHLUM = =Phaeophyta 


ANTMALS 


PHYLUIi CNIDARTA ~ hollow muscular bodies with pings of tentacles. 


Red Waratah Anemone Aetiniia tenebrosa 
Creen Anemone Cnidonpus verater 
Striped Sea Anemone Anthothoe albocineta 


Tsaneronia australis 


Re ha COM MED ED tens 
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ROCK POOLTHCG AROUND EAGLE'S NEST ARCH 18,1989 cont... 
ee eens Oe) WO eee en ann. 1.5 oe OE aD 


PEYLUM ANNELIDA -- semmented worms 


Serpulid Worn Galeolaria caespitosa 
PHYLUM MOLLUSCA -- soft bodies 
Chitons Ischnochiton sn. 


Ischnoradsia australis 
Poneroplax alba 


Castropods 

Abalone Haliotis ruber 

Elephant Snail Scutus antinodes 
Vaplegated Limnpet Cellana tramoserica 
Vall-ribbed: Limnet Pattelloida alticostata 
Dog Winkle Thais orbita 

Varrener Turbo undulata 

Anemone Cone Shell Conus anemone 

Laivalves 

Little Norse Mussel xenostrobus pulez 
PLYLUM ECHINODERUATA ~ “spiny skinned, tube feet 
Common Sea Star Patiriella calear 

Small Green Sea Stan Patiriella cxicua 
Purple Sea Star Patiriella brevispina 
Spiny Sea Stan fllostichaster polvplax 
Five Armed Star Vectria sp. 

Vermillion Sea Urchin Nolopneustes porossinus 
Pink Sea Cucumber Lipotrapeza sn. 


Ken Savare 


BIRD VISITORS 

We have had a few new bird visitors in our garden this 
year. First on the 2nd of Februarv the Sons Thruch,with its 
speckled breast, visited. Then on the 7th of March the 
Oriole which is an accomplished, though auiet, mimic of other 
birds'calls. Lastly from the 14th of iliay we have had two 
Lewin Honeyeaters flittering amongst the shrubs and trees. 
They also feed at the broken surface of apples partly 
eaten by other birds. Lately they are feeding at the suet 
hanging in the tree. The Lewin Honeveaters are the first 
honeyeaters to be interested in the suet. 


fon Thompson 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUS Tic 


RULES 
Leetinge at 
Cur EAS ee nag ony necessary aprancenents appear in 
the Netur aPe announced at tne >rpeceding Friday 


evenine 

We ask members and friends to arrive by the nominated time 
so that the exeussiion can commence without delay. (Sometimes 
our morning tea break will be Later in the procram!) 


The president or deputy will introduce the leader of the 
chery vehicles will normally lead ths convoy. 


excursion, and ‘the 
A tail vehicle ii be apranced:; the driver ox that vehicle 


should check with the leaders the route to the next stop at 
each stage of the nrocram. The tail driver should keep count 


of the number of cars in the convoy. 
wrere ar 


D he Club's tvo-wav radios will be used hy 
che lea de 


Wy 
L driver. 


If necessary, the member resnonsible for weitine up the day 
will be arranced or pont enede 


A route map and other information such as plant lists mav 
be provided for participants. 


Any participant leaving mee marty for any reason (ineludine 
erarture) ust inferm the president or denuty, if 
— } 


moties rember. 


“hen Bettie betvreen stops, keen the cay behind in sight. 
15 


Indicate turns 770 in advance, and wait Cet’ a safe distance 
from the corner) if necessary after conpleting vour turn. 
WE CAN ALL DO OUR BIT FOR AN 3 ENJOYACLE AXTD. REWARDING EXCURSION, 


A VAR WELCOMETO ANY NEW MEMBERS, FRIENDS AID VISTTORS. 


(Thanks to Philip Reyvment for compilin- these rules.) 
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ON THE SUBJECT OF LERCHES 


The Girl Guides Association recently asited the Field 
Vaturalists whether they could provide en “expert™ to talk 
to a group of Girl Guides on the subject of leeches. 

ere are not too many experts on leeches around, so some 
how I was asked if I knew anything. The enswer was “peally 
“no, but I have sinee remedied tha at a bit. and finding I 
had a fair amount of information in my eee and in an 
t 


ey article in Australian Ceopna: shiie passed on to me 
by Bon Thompson, I agreed to prepare a tees, 

Tt seems that lest ilarch one Guide sot’a leech attached 
inside hey eyelid, Tt wes successfully revoved with the aid 
of ] matches (in the rain), but had the result of 
ma Ie’ cCPoop eicessively wary o£ leeches. liv 
task was to Srlate their fear by nrovidine some real 
information. 

T drove over to Cox eee Scout Camp on Saturday June 17 

rota 


re 
at 8 pm , where ced to some 40 Girl Guides. I had to 

follow a more excitinse performance «= talk by Police Search 
and Rescue which finished with a demonstration of setting 

off a flare. ; 


ity talk was in three parts. First 5 a quick summary of what 
I had gleaned of their biolosy and reproduction. Secondly, 

T talked at length about the way leeches were used extensively 
by doctors for bloodletting (and are occasionally still used 
to reduce excessive bruisine). Finally, I talked about the 
experience of meeting leeches in the bush and possible 
precautions. 

Questions were many, and the leech in the eye had given 

an impression that leeches dronped from trees. I attempted t 
dispel this idea and it was a help when I asked a girl who 
had met a lot of leeches that day how many she had found 

above her waist. The answer was only one out of 44 with the 


7 
i 


majority on her boots and ankles. 

The reporter in the Geographic article fan ished by delib- 
erately letting rims be bitten by a leech and watching it 
feed Fortunately there were no leeches in the room to feed 


on me,but the Cuide Leader bravely undertook the role of victim 
for “he moppow so that the cirls could observe the process 
tart to finish. 


G 


Ken Harris. 


nn ee 
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REPORT OF Tih BUSINESS NEETING OF LVFNC-ON 21/5/89 


Ten members present. OIne.spolecy. 


of interest) 


wy 


Business apisi ine from the previous minutes: 


1. Land Protection Incentive Scheme. Club has applied for 
srant to have pines in Cla rke's Road araa renoved. 


2, HGRIB Inspection invitation 17/6/89. Finocular inspection 
was the order of the day owing to lack of water--craft (boat): 
r 


Cc. 
Sec. to forward plant list suggesting that area not suitable 
for recreation nurposes owing to abundance of birds. Ideal 
bird sanctuary area, for small birds. Picnic area could be 
located near road material storage. 


Finance: 


Balance: $693.67 : 
$2095.03 Investment account. 


Conservation Co ordinator's Report: 


1. Ninistér for C.F.§.L.re San Femo intertide marine community 
for Flora and Feuna Guarantee Act ere pee (letter) 

2. Roadside Conservation Committee re Vic. ads Study. (letter) 
3. Submission on Vic. Roads ~ Victoria's ] Suber Arterial 

Roads Strategy. 

4, With Pes and Jin Wall, inspected Boola Loola Reserve in 
reply to phone call from ‘Werracan Shire. 

o. Het Narracan Shixe Officer at reserve to request further 
work on revegetation area end signs. 

6. Received visit foom Andrew liorner,DCFL, for lists of flora 
of Traralzon South Flora and Fauna Reserve and State Forest 
and also lists of Jceralanc Education Arca and adjacent 
private alnd. 

7, Presented deaft submission for Manacement Plan for lorvell 
National Park. - 

8. With Club members prepared plant and bird list for ffid- 

Gip saiena River Management Poard. 


Matters arisinc from the correspondence: 


1. Members and friends could express interest in Morwell 
National Park by wr 
to DCFL, Yarram. 


General Business: (of interest) 


1. Reeyeline of household rubbish. Suggested that members 
check with local councils as to how best sort and dispose 
of rubbish. This varies within shires. 

2. Zoo trip. Saturday,August 26. !i.Austin will be organising 


this. Cost ANNLOZ « $11. $10 derosit will be reauested. Zoo 
entry for a group $5, pensioners and children $2.80. Guides 
can be arranged througn FOZ. 


Next meeting: Wednesday,July 26, 7.30 pm at YIiCA, Morwell. 


Supper roster: July 28, Per Wall and Pearl Reeves. 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY FHC INC. 


ieeting: Friday, Ausust 25 at 7.39 pin. 

Speaker: Barpy Traill on “Endangered Species” 

Lxeursion: Saturday, August 26. Sus trip to the Melbourne 
Zoo. Friends of Zoo will saeVacS two guides 
and will meet us at approx. 11.30 am. 


iieet to return 3.30 to 4.00 a 
Bus denerture tines, 


es ee 


8.00 am Traralson Hospital car park 


8.15 an Oprosite liorwvell Post Office 


8.30 am Opposite lioe Railway Station 
8.30 am Trafalgar Post Office 

Lind Group: 

Vveeting: Monday, September 4. 


Lt 
Meeting place: 10. 90 am at the corner of Clark's Road and 
Tyers-Yallourn North Road Cat bridge) for 
azzcursion to ‘irilda, 


Varresul FilC. Contact Secretarv for details. 


Tat 


ational Park. 


September 17 Koala Survey - meet at Fosters Gully. 


Porends of Mount Vorth Park 


° 


Action days are the third Sunday in tne month. 


Contact Jack Brooks for details, phone 056 231563 


Australian Conservation Foundation Local Groun. 


lieeting: Fourth Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm. 
lingrant Resource Centre, 
91 George St, lorwell. 


ISSN 1030-5084 


fd 


‘morning , 
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MACKY'S RESCUE 


Shortly after the opening of 


of the East Ginpsland Branch of Bird Observers Club, 


an excursion around the perimet 
covered 2 young raptor. 


duck shootins season, members 
out on 


ter of Macleods Morass, dis- 


The bird most likely was not ready 


to leave the nest and was obviously disturbed and disorient:- 
ated. It appeared that the parents were unable to locate ther 


young one for feedinc. 
was needed, so, ino but 


It was.clear to the group that- help 
Pauline 


Stewart could provide that 


help. Pauline owns and operates the local wild life shelter, 
and was quickly on the scene when the sroun nhoned her for 
nelp. During theiv absence at the phone the bird was left 


unattended but on their return 


AWAY. 


eved 


catch him; however, 


So the group set up a search party. 
half hour they were ready to admit defeat when one sharp- 

searcher discovered the youngster. Tt was evident that 
his leg muscles were well developed for it we 


to the scene he had moved 


\fter a fruitless 


as not easy to 


a blanket was thrown over him and he 


was lifted in a bundle into a box in the car, rendering him 
immobile but with air for him to breathe freely. 


The first step after getting 


him to the refuge was to treat 


him for shock, as birds find it very stressful to be handled 
by humans. In ‘addition there appeared to be a slight injury 
to one wing which would contribute to the stress situation. 


He was put into a small cage 
a thick piece of branch on the 
the bird to grip with his long 
and placed on an electric heat 
Tuesday, he was named 
and a small amount of daylight 


HS 


where movenent was restricted, 
floor of the cage enabling 
talons. The cage was covered 
pad and left all night. Next 
Maecky ~- for lMacleods Morass, 
was introduced into the 


darkened cage. A fresh dead mouse was offered and in five 


minutes it was gone, 
As no more mice were available 
which he grabbed in the talons 
enlisted the help of hugh 
raptors, to help her carry out 
for injury. 


indiecatins 


Hugh wore thick leather gloves, 
by the legs in order to keep it immobilised, 


that iacky was very hungry. 
he was offered pet mince 
and quickly consumed. Pauline 


Sherrit, a locel authority on 


o=73 


a more thorough examination 
caught the bird 
Pauline held the 


Bora and between them they ascertained that there was no 
sible injury, except that one wing drooped and that condit-. 
a was sometimes more pronounced as time passed. 
Wednesday, am., Pauline was able to collect three road 


kill sparrows and along with one mouse, 


and more pet mince, 


all was offered to Hacky and were all devoured hungrily. Mle 
was fed a similar diet for four days and then he was released 
into a seven foot square enclosure with six foot perches 


and one about two feat high, and also a larze 


leaning on a large stump. This 
and he scrambled un these aids 
foot perch. He 
consisted of road 
mice, 
worrying EIS BASIS was 
drooped and 
persisted as 


kill rabbits 


is her habit. 


appeared well content to 
smagpies, 
so Pauline was kept fairly busv providing food, One 
that periodically the wing was very 

the prognosis Nae not hopeful, however, Pauline 
live mouse was sometimes offered 


Nelaleuca branch 
was well accepted by Macky 

into the Melaleuca and siz 

stay there. His diet 
Sparrows and trapped 


to foster the natural atvanhe in the bird and he dealt with 


that well. He flew 


avound the enclosure with confidence. 
Goh PIZ. 4 fs 
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PACKY'S RESCUE CONE 


On Nay 2 Pauline enlisted Roser Bilney of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands to be present when she released her patient. 
he didn't make it at the first attemnt, but on beings siven 
a second chance and being well fortified with food he took 
off - a little clumsily, but it was clear thet his wings were 
getting stronger by the minute. 

Finally he left his caretaker and become e« beautiful free 
versh Harrier. 

ft is claimed by 
snot and no doubt ¢ 
18 compelled to consid 
apise in’ iarch when +i 
is so pudely inveded. 


same shooters that no protected birds are 
ney make that claim with honestv, but one 
er now many similar events to this one 
1é habitat of suci splendid creatures 


Vorme Smith. 


Field Day conducted by liid--Gippsland Rivers Management Board 


At the invitation of the iid..Gippsland Pivers lManacement 
Board a group of people assemb led at the Board's depot in 
Cowwarr at 8.39 am on. “Mednesday, May 17, 1989. The folk were 
all concerned about the state of our wai tervays and had come 
to see at First hand the results of works conducted in the 
1950's, 1960*s and also the newer vorks. 

ir. Cook, “the Chairnerson of the Board, welcomed us all, 
and introduced i..-Allan Eddy, the encineer, and Mr. Phil 
Taylor, the local Foreman. Phil turned out to be our tour 
leader for the day - a task he handled very ably. 

After Phil had briefly outlined the day's program, we all 
had a cuppa, chatted emongst ourselves for a time while we 

xamined the display of photos and also watched some of the 
Board's achievements in the making by means of a video. Ve 
then set off in a bus for lir. ijitchell's property on Rainbow 
Creek... 

The restoration worl: on Chie BRODEREY. hes only just been 
completed; the precipitous bank had been battered, filter 
cloth Laid, and about 1200 ate metres of rip-rap put in 
place. The area has been fenced off. This took the crew 21 
days to complete. and extends from the sate of the Cowwarr 
Veir downstream on the south bank for about 300 metres. It 
is planned that the area will be planted with trees on World 
Environment Day. June 5, 1989. 

Then it was all aboard ~ next stop Mr. Doug Nicol's place 
on Fell's Creek. The owner met us on arrival,and while con~ 
ducting us around the work gave us a lively and comprehensive 
explanation of the task. The work comprised stabilising the 
banks by use of three grade~reducing weirs, battering and 
planting. trees. The Stock are kept away by new fences and the 
whole aspect was showing promise of recovering. The DCFL had 
made substantial grants available over a period of three years. 
while the Board had supplied machinery:and trees. Mr. Nicol 
hed also contributed very actively to the success of this Land: 
Care Project. Thanks to Doug for his hospitality. 


CONT. Dslsiere vi 
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A Field Day conducted by lid: Cinpsland Rivers Management Poard 


CORMGG a oro 

“On our way to Scarne Eridge, where the Traralcon-laffra 
road crosses the Latrobe River, we stopped briefly at Yorky's 
Gully where we saw first hand the need for land care education. 
Vany years ago the tea--tree had been cleared and a small drain 
dus in the gully. By various means the banks had been stab - 
ilised but the drain had become choked with weeds. With a 
change of owner last year, the drain was cleaned out and the 
erosion eyele was started off again. 

At Searne Bridce, we inspected an interesting site. Becaus¢ 
<he viver had thpeatened the road and also a new bridge was 
to be built, a meander was by--nassed. This left an island of 

about one hectare which has a good representative sample of 
the local flora end fauna on it and is right beside the road. 
This island plus part of the easement of the old roas appears 
to have potential as a rest and recreation area for notorists. 
Cormissioner Datson explained to us what the possibilities 
sere and informed us that there were 2800 vehicle movements 
daily past the site. 

By now it was lunch time, so we set off for Mr. Jim Macklin's 
property on Flynn's Creek where the Board had arranced for 
us to have a very tasty pienie luncheon. After lunch, we 
inspected the gully head control works which hed been erected 
about 1960. There are three principal parts to the works - 
a lower-level weir with flow control gates, a pair of 750 mm 
conduits which bring the water down to the lower level from 
the upper level and a grassed chute sthich accommodates that 
water from flash floods which is in excess of the capacity 
-of the conduits. 

vie also inspected a comprehensive plantation of native 
<pees and shrubs on the eroded banks of the creek, downstream 
from the gully head works. ilost of the specimens had grown 
really well in the five years since their planting. in par- 
ticular the Nakea laurinas are a picture. Jim pointed out 
sone blooms wneve bees vere sathering nectar; one flower 
nad 11 becs head-down inside the ‘pin-cushion". Several 
ew Molland Honeyeaters vere also very busy. 

"ie then went boating on the Latrobe River - on King's ana 
Bowman's properties are several meanders which in the pest 
hed been cut off by well-reaning people but which had now 
been reinserted into the stream. The flows across the “cuts” 
are controlled by low-level rock barrages such that at 
normal and low flows most of the water goes around the meander: 
at times of high flow a proportion goes down the Vout. We 
inspected the river scenery from the water and were very 
impressed with the quality of the scenery in the meander as 
compared with that in the TOU takes 

Phil pointed out that the stream's velocity and hence its 
eroding power was controlled largely by the gradient of the 
bed of the stream; in the “cut* the stream fell about one 
metre in the 200 metre length of the cut, while in the meander 
the stream fell the same amount in about a kilometre - a 
much more gentle body of water with much less erosive pover. 

This was the conclusion of the inspections Phil had plannec 
for us for the day, so we journeyed back down to the Depot for 
afternoon tea. During the trip Commissioner Dawson thanked us 
for coming to see and learn about the Board's activities, but 
it should have been us thanking him for a very informative 


and interesting day. 
Jim Blucher. 
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LAKE TALI KARNG VISITED 


On Saturday, the 18th March, Wilma, Alan, Darren and I 
drove to Valencia Creek, to the home of Charlie Noble who was 
to be our guide on a WWD drive/walk into Lake ee Karng. Our 
itinerary was to go up to the Lake on Saturdey, camn there 
overnight and then return home on Sunday. 

Packs were loaded into the vehicle and we set off, drivine 
to Licola, then taking the Tamboritha-Bennison Plains road 
and finally down the Carey River Rape: 

Charlie found a suitable spot to leave the vehicle in the 
bush beside the river: packs were loaded up and hoisted onto 
backs and we set off. I was favoured as my peck was very 
licht. It was 12.30 as we started walking. 

Wie followed the course of the Wellinston River, crossing 
it six times, and for three hours ee Ce an undulating walk 
on a very pleasant autumn cay.A clearins by the river was an 
ideal site for lunch, and wre were entertained by the acrobatic 
feats of a huse black soanna that made a leisurely climb uv 
an old white tree trunk when our arrival sturbed him. He 
wa an 

Uy 


Hae (5) 
rae 


as later joined by a smaller black one o: other limb of 
the same dead tree. Our walk continued and we admired the man: 
beautiful and various forms of plant and bird life around us. 

The track we were following was first marked by Clive Cheyne 
Lanigan of Heyfield, a much respected bush and trail rider 
(one of the old school who used his motorbike as a means to 
an, end, not an end in itself). Clive had known of the track 
for ‘some. time but it was not officially named until 1977--78 
when the Ben Cruachan Valking Club marked the route and 
attached a plague to a huse moss-covered boulder near the foot 
of the “barrier, in memory of this keen bushman. 

We left the piver and passed throuzh a delichtful area of 
ferns; etc., but not long after, the picnic was over! We had 
arrived at the foot of a steep clim>, un the Valley of Destruct. 
ion. This is believed to have been formed some 20,000 to 

20,000 years ago when a huge rock fall from the Sentinal side 
blocked ‘off the valley of the viver and so formed Lake Tali 
Karng.- 
The fitter members of the party forged ahead and appeared 
to take the climb in their stride, but age and my poor con~- 
dition took its toll and I came a bad last. Alan dropped 
back and kept me company, giving me lots of encouragement, 
and we made our panting way to the top -- a one and a half hour 
climb for me, some 20 minutes behind the others. It was then 
only a few yards doin. from the top of the climb to the lake: 
side, and the tine twas 5.30.And what’ were rv first impressions 
of the lake? tiell, I was just so pleased chacvt had made iti 
tT was there! However, as I looked around me end enjoyed the 
quiet, the beauty and the isolation of the lake, IT just 
hoped “that it vould alvyays be like this. 
# Tents were put. up and Charlie prepared our evening meal 

while Alan threw in a fishine line and we scouted around 
looking under rocks to find something for bait. Later on we 
sary the moon vise over the tops of the mountains, castine 
reflections in the still lake waters; an unforzettable Sicht. 
We were all tucked up in our sleeping bars by 9.30. 

We were up early next morning and breakfast of cereal, bacor: 

and ess and coffee Was enthusiastically tackled. “le packed 

pour tents and vent for a walk around the lake. It is near 
shaped, fed by a small stream called the Nigoth Lorul:, Creek ae 
.the “stem end* of ‘the pear. Just a few vards upstream fron t he 
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LAKE TALI KARNG VISITED COM rte s 


creek's entrance into the lake there is a small but spectac-- 
ular waterfall, the Snowdon Falls. Charlie didn't know the 
ace or origin of these nares but thought thet the falls may 
have been named after an aboricine. é 

The lake is reputed to be about 150 feet deep and it has 
no visible out EIGAE but approximately one kilometre down the 
valley from the lake, water permeated throuch the rocky barrier 
and forms into the Wellington River. 

Tali Karng is said to be aboriginal for Little Lake. Trout 
were introduced in the late 1800s or early 1900s: they were 
taken in on nack-- ‘norses, packed in kerosene tins. Alan had 

caught one undersized fish thet was thrown back - we hone to 
live another day and enjoy life in the lake -. Brae we sat 
sicns of many fish jumping in the dark weters. In Nicothoruk 
Creek we saw smell fish that Charlie said could be Greylincg, 

native fish. There were three cormorants on the lake but. 
sucks heve never been seen there, the theory being thet it 
is too high for the ducks to cross the mountains surrounding 
che lake. 

Another Bree that pleased me was the lack of blackberries 
around the lake. Ev idently birds have not dyvopped seed in 
this area or he environment has not been s uitable. Some of 
the things we saw and heard were a sLvmaciastinal (in the Valley 
of Destruction), possums, the coannas, Oranre Nop, varieties 
of the native Coprosma (we thousht all of the berries were 
bitter and rather unpleasant), Native “‘int,fyvyacinth Orchids 
(two, well past their prime), the remains of old Trisser 
plants, Banksia ca a Sunshine Wattle just coming into. 
bloom, and the small fish or fingerlincs in the streams. 

Our Sunday walk was verv pleasant, beins nearly all dovn 
yill. The weather was overcast and althouch rain threatened 
it didn't come to anythine. All too soon we were back at our 
uD, easing the packs off tired shoulders unused to carrying 
loads, and feeling very satisfied that we had achieved our 
soal and enjoyed the beauty of the mountain lake. 

After the solitude of the bush, Licola seemed like a hummines 
metropolis as we stopped for an icecream before setting OFF 
on our drive back to Valencia Creek. 


ts! 


Valma Plant. 


JUST FOOD OR A FEAST? 


Ollie dropped a piece of wood that split open because it 
had termites in it. le continued on his way leaving the wood 
on the ground. When he returned about 20 minutes later the 
birds were all around it feeding on the termites. There were 


Blue Wrens, Yellow Robin, Grey Shrike Thrush, Blackbird and 
a few sparrows. The Blue Wrens in particular love the termites. 


Bon Thompson. 
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REPORT OF THE BUSINESS MEETING OF LVFINC ON 26/7/88 


——— 


Ten members present. Two apologies. 
business arising from previous minutes (of interest): 


jlacazine lending. Sugzestion to try from August--November 
tO aces pesponse. 2 


2. Lend Protection Incentive Scheme. D.lloloney, new Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Cfficer vants to inspect area with us 
of plants of significance in Clarke's 


and requested a list 
Road. 


Balance; $743.09 


Seneral Business (of interest) ; 

lea piday ,September 15, Bairnsdale FNC will provide light 
cea at 6.00 pm For LYVFHC visitors. Excursion to Mt. Elizabeth 
changed to Saturday 16 to suit us. Thev.can provide some 
overnight billets (please advise numbers). 

2. Bicentennial “Women of the Year". Miss. Jean Galbraith 
peceived COMENDARION AND MEDALLION in this award for women. 


Periodicals received: 


ae 
Oo 


Australian Ranger Bulletin, Environment Victoria, NT Field 
Naturalist Club, SGAP and Pildflower Display. : 


Conservation Co-ordinators Report: 


1. J. Blucher presented submission on Greenhouse Stnakegys 

2. Received copy of Flora and Fuana Guarantee Dill and sent. 
thank you letter 0 
3. Cheeked cleanins of Cowwarr Weir which stopped flow in 
Thomson River. . 

4, Presented draft submission ideas on Recional Botanic 
Gardens. 

5. Received letter from LCC re Ada Tree information to 
ielbourne Study Avee District 2 Revie. 

6. Inspected Fire Access Road adjecent to Jceralang Education 
Aree ve Shire of Traralron Amendment.Attended IPE panel 
hearing on sane. 


x 


Next meeting: Wednesday, August 23, 7.30pm at YMCA, Morwell. 


Supper roster: August 25. Norma Rees and jiapilyn Marschaick. 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY FNC INC. 
ee a 


Meeting: Friday, September 22 at 7.30oDm. 
Speaker: Jene Calder on ee of Victoria's State 


and Mational Parks 


Excursion: Saturda; aoeeiges Rss 
ieet Core aee Weir Depot at 10.00am. 
Sue Ryswyk will take us to her property to 
see orchids. Hot water and house shelter will 
be provided if the weather is bad, 


Dard Group: 
heeting: lionday, October § (Note: sccond Monday) 
‘eeting place: 10a at Crinic 
to Crinigan Road Reserve. 
ee F ra 


Warragul FNC. Contact Secretary for details. 


Friends of Morwell i 


October 15. Blackberry slashing and koala survey in Billy’ 


Cr eek. 
‘leet at Tebb Ter. at 1.30pm 


Sh 
Friends of Mount Worth Park. 
SoS OF BOUNnT ODEN rani 
Action days are the third Sunday in the ronth. 


Contact Jack Brooks for details, phone 056 231563 


pee eS 
Australian Conservation Foundation Local Group. 
Pein le eta — Cree A ge ca tO RE MOZMY Mjoxes= ill \CveLey byes 


Meeting: Foupth Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm, 
liigrant Resource Centre, 


91 GCcorge St. liortrell. 


ee ee 
ISSN 1030-5084, 


san Road car park for excursion 
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Fourth “Friends of National Parks “ Conferrrence 
eS AS Ee al epee coo DER EREUCE! 
Roses Gap, March 11-13, 1989 


7 The conference was opened on the Saturday afternoon by |} 
BY, Setches, ilinister for Conservation, Forests and hands. 
che spoke of the inaportance of public involvement in Park 
anagement and especially appreciated the voluntary contrib-- 
utions of Friends Groups. 

She spoke of the Flora and Fauna Gaurantee Act and said 
that the government was prepared to put their money behind 
it. She also stated that eh covernment was committed to 
both the Alpine National Park and a Wallee National Park and 
to the Vildesness levislation. She finished by launching a 
nev “Touring Guide to Grampians National Park®, which was 
subsequently eriticised for not ALi OAENE the “Friends of 
the Grampians* 

Peter Langly (Director of Regional lianagemant, C.F.&L) 
replied. lie emphasised that C.F.€ L. should always respond 
positively to Foiends Groups and recognise their “right® 
es well as interest in being involved in Park managemant. 

he preferred to the major topie of the previous conference, 

a conflict with unions recarding volunteer work in the parks 
and told us that negotiations with the unions had been amicable 
and had Miecesaca in drawing up a Memorandum of Understandine 
as cuidelines for such volunteer work in the future. The prev-: 
ious meetings had asked for a CFL Liason Officer with the — 
Friends Groups. One was appointed but has just been replaced 
with Graham Sutlinc, Advisory Officer in the Regional tNanace-.- 
ment Office. 

The speakers were then exposed to auestions from the meetings. 

Kay Setches wes asked about the enormous on-going problem 
of Litter, pasted GUTS) drink containers. aie appeared to be 
in agreement as to the need for action. She said that the 
covernment had previously civen poet ees notice to clean 
up their act themselves and felt that no great improvemant 
had occurred and that it was time for the government to 
review legislation. Someone pointed out the success of a 19 
cent a can deposit in South Australia. Can litter stops dead 
thhen you cross the border from Victoria into South Australia. 

There was extensive discussion of protective burning in 
parks. General concern was expressed at over-frequent burns 
tending to chance the character of veretation and often not 
veducing the fire pisk. Many felt that burning was over--done 
to appease local lendowners. The Grampians proved an area of 
nanticular concern in this regard. 

A panel chaired by Don Saunders, the Director of Nationel 
Parks Division, then answered questions. Don announced that 
in regard to the Flora and Fauna Gaurantee, each region will | 
have a trained person with specific res ponsibility for over: 
seeing it. This person, in each region, would be the person 
to contact if any rare plant at risk is discovered. 

Problems of reintroducing native grasses are still unsolved, 
but research continues , mainly in the Orrcan Pipes area. 
Priority is being given by CFL over the next two years to 
the purchase of remnants of native grasslands around the 
fringes of the Melbourne area and to look at the important 
areas in Western Victoria as a whole. 


Vortes Mao ognois- 
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"Proiends of-iational Parks" Conference, iianch 1989“ cont.... >» 
ae ee tone 1 earns VLonrerence, tiancn 1389) 


Don also stated that the sovernment is committed to Manage. 
ment Plans for all National Parks within their current term 
of office. Eric Quinlan informed the meeting that some 1500 
kilometres of no lonrer used railway line existed in Victoria 
and the land was in the process of being disposed of. Some 
700 kilometres are to be handed over to CFL for manarenent 
as linear reserves. The future of the rest is in the community's 
hends. If local sroups express an interest and a willineness: 
to contribute to their care and managenent, minehes sections 
can be retained as Crown Land and honefully linear parkland. 
Otherwise they will he offered to local Bua icinalities who 
nay then sell them to nrivate landoimers. I have copies of 
the full details of which lines: are recente and I propose 
to pass these on to the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists for 
possible action. G 

On the Saturda y evening, we drove into Halls Gap to the ner 
spampians Nat: Sonal Park: Visitors! Centre, where we were enter 
tained by an cxeellent tal and slide show by Grahan Pizzey 
on tie birds of the arez with, fascinating details of their 
feeding preferences and techniat s. Anyone visiting the 
ampians Senile Caalel c tors’ Centre (about 1 dan 
ath of Halls Gan), if only to see the macnificant mural 
nthe lecture theatre, tortraying many of the plants and 
-nimals of the area. 

pning was devoted to a worlkshon session. 
BRN. tonics were offer ie and we were able to attend two eacir. 
T.elected to so to a session on “Environmental Education’ 
cheired by John Reid, who has been workine on a Community 
Education Program in the Dandenons Rances. 

I found this session to be excellent and sot Jeane useful 
ideas from it. The reneral theme vas that the future protection 
of all parks and of flora and fauna renerally is. strongly 
linked to developing a love of the natural environment and that 
education has a vital role to nplav. 

A strong point was made that it is imnortant to involve 
children in doing somethins themselves in the study or manare: 
ment of their local environment; it is of little value simply 
cto talk about it. Tt was also pointed out that when children 
heve a good expericnee at one place, they bring thein parents 
there to share the experience with then. 

Any project i involving children should involve en in all 
aspects. including. the planning - Never plan, to the last detail 
and then ask children to do e: factly as you tell them. 

Selby Primary School have produced their own booklets 
(selling for $1.50 each).on the plants of their area. They 
ape written. and produced by the children, using direct proto 
cope of. plants for illustration. I snall-be attempting to 

et copies. of these and am interested in trying to do somethine 
Bonealeee pernans in liorwell National Park, , 

Involving. children in revegetation is execllent if the 
children share tho whole process, throush seed collection, 
cermination, growing and planting. : 

A “Junior Friends" group as a seperate affiliated organization 


+> UY 
HO 
Foe 


eee 


wae 


» sounds: a good plan :that we micht work towards. 


Do we send a copy of our Newsletter, to the Toca ‘press 


CONT. P.d.asceae 
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“Friends of Mational Parks: Conference. liarch 1989 cont..... 


The second woBkshop I attended was “Conducting Nature 

alks* led by Sue ijiecInnes. This was disappointing as she 
foe, led a very enjoyable walk but didn't offer or discuss 
any ideas for the conduct of nature walks in seneral. 

Sunday afternoon was siven over to outings. Various outinss 
were available led by people with local knowledge, but I 
opted to explore some of the area with my family. 

On Sunday evening, & speaker froin South Australian National 
Parks Association told us of their Friends of the ae 
Organisetion. They have been operatins since 1980, SE ERO 
most groups have formed since 1984. Sone important differences 
emerged between South Australia and Victoria. In South Aust 
yalia, Friends Groups are formed by National Palks holdins 
open meetings in the area and actively encourafing the settins 
up of a group. An important effect of this is that all Eroups 
are predominantly locally based (like Friends of Morwell 
Vational Park), unlike most Victorian Groups which tend to 
be iielbourne based. 

Another difference of importance to Victoria is that South 
Australian National Parks have a blanket insurance cover, 
covering all srouns; a vast improvement on the uncertain 
status current in Victoria. 

The evening finished with each of the net (or reconstituted) 
spoups Since the last conference givins us a brief run down 
on their activities. The grouns were: 

Buekleys Falls - croup will start in April 

Little Desert National Park ~- meet annually in the park. 

Marine Reserves - reconstituted last year. 

Merri Creek -- they have achieved remarkable results 
against initial opposition, which has been 
won round so that seven local councils 
along the creek actively surport them. 

An interestins group for 2 visit one day: 

lo +» rejuvenated and reformed. 
a 


Sueens Park, L 
Willianstown Rifle Rance - another sroup who have achieved 
huce success, taking on the big developers 
and winning at least so far. 
lionday morning concluded the conference with perhaps the 
sost important session, titled “Looking Forvard", at which 
ideas developed during the conference were orystallised into 
S10) tion. , 

The first topic was RITES and Insurance’. It 
emerged that only two groups, Morwell and Sherbrook, have 
incorporated so far. Our constitution was offered by VNPA 
as a model for other groups who may decide to follow our 
lead. 

Reasons for incorporating were given as vesting liability 
during group activities in the group rather than in individ. 
uals and the fact that many possible sources of grants are 
only open to incorporated bodies. Lengthy discussion of 
insurance followed during which the following points emerged : 

Sone accident® cover exists. threugh’ the’ department. a 
Legal liability nay. rest with CFL because all work is 


with their vermission and control. 
Cont spritisrstsis. 
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“Foiends of Hational Parks Conference, larch 1989 cont..... 
Visiting helrers should be recorded to make sure they 

are included in any insurance cover. Some sroups keep 

a book in whieh names of all those present at an outing 


are entered and gi ned. CFL have somc liability cover 
for volunteer epouns. 
VNPL will document the current insurance situation and 


send it to all «routs. 


Work Care hes an are limit of 16-65 years only: 

We learned of an interesting innovation in the Scout and 
suide Movement. namely “Adopt a Track’, where individual 
troups will adopt and help to maintain a track in their 
local park. 

A series of important motions were then moved from the 

floor of the meetinc: 

Firstly that Sua onoeal weeds constii cute the sreatest 
conservation threat in Victoria and that the issue be given 
the highest priority by CFL (currently no work is carried 
out on this vroblem bv CFL). 

In answer to a question on Saturday afternoon, Don Saunders 
had stated that a knowledge of flora oe faune vas no loncer 
an important criterion for selecting ranrcers and that public 
relations ability had become the main criterion. 

This resulted in the second motion, namely “that this 

conference vicws with concern the fact that the prime 

qualification for rangers is public »clations ability and 
not a knowledce of flora and fauna’. The motion went on 
to ask that such knowledse become an important part of 
the selection and traininse of rancters. 

The third motion, to be sent to two covernment ministers, 
vas in relation to the non-returnable food containers and 
requested a eo ube deposit on all motal, class and plastic 
drink containers a 

They next: conference will be held in two years, once more 
on the Labour Dey weekend. 


Ken Harris. 


Der BIRD NOTES 


Freauent visitors to our garden are a pair of beautiful 
Bronzewing Pigeons, their iridescent sheen glistening in the 
sunlight as they lie enjoyins the winter sun, or busily 
searching the undergrowth. 

This morning's sichting was particularliv special, with the 
male (I cather) in full flight of his mate. Fina Liv givine 
up the chase and raising his tail in a fan, he turned his 
back and wandered off, totally ienoring her. 

After a close encounter with a bombing blackbird a minute 
later (he had to duck for Hee ase he took flight and. landed 
directly above my viewing window on the roof. iis mate then 
decided the separation had lasted long enoursh, and joined 
him on the roof. 


Lyn. Simpson 


i" 
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GALAH'S (Cacatua roseicanilla) NESTING BEHAVIOUR 


At Jeeralang Junction we seldom see Galahs, so when two of 
them took a marked interest in a limb hole in one of our blue 
cums, we took an interest in them. 

The limb had broken away from the trunk in a self-prunins 
action, leaving an area of dry rot. The site is about ten 
metres up the tree. 

The birds began work on the hole on April 24 and by the 28 
it was obvious they intended to make a nest hole. 

Their work hours were leisurely, startins about 9.30 an, 
knock off about 4 pm, each working for about five minutes. 
Before the second bird started to ‘dis, the first one would 
fly up beside its mate and get its facial feathers and crest 
sorted out by its mate. While the second bird now duc, the 
vesting bird continued preening for some tine. estimate 
they have dug out four litres of material. 

I have not seen any work done on wet days, nor have I 
found where they roost.On several occasions,Crimson Rosellas 
(Platycercus elecans) have tried usurnins the nest site and 
have lost the odd tail feather for their trouble. Other 
Gelahs similarly treated now leave the site alone. 

By the fifth of ilay, the birds were seen nipping of F small 


sprays of sreen leaves from their tree and carrying them into 


the nest for linins. After eight days of linins activities, 
it has now become a fairly fixed routine for one bird to 
sit outside the nest for long periods in the morning and then 
both leave the site. 

It appears that the female is layins a clutch of eggs. 
When I see further action I will report it. 


F.J. Blucher 


EARTH STARS 


I have always found the attractive little earth-stars amone 
the most interesting of the fungi which we see from time to 
time. They are not like our ordinary mushroom-shaned. funcus. 
Each one is like a little puff-ball with a frill round it 
the frill cut into five pointed segments which make the 
‘star" of our earth--star.That is the simplest,and, here at 
least, commonest of our earth-stars. 

Until this time I have never seen more than one, occasionally 
two, at a time. Today I saw several near my garden gate and 
pointed them out to Jim Wall when he was here. We went to look, 
and between us sav 14 carth-stars scattered over about a yard. 

That was interesting enough. They were all the familiar 
species, probably Geastrum triplex, known in Europe as well 
as Australia, but this afternoon I saw two more earth-stars 
of another species. I cannot name it.It sis a Geastrum, but 
more complex than G.triplex. 

The puff-ball part is the shape of the “onion dome" of an 
eastern mosque, and it stands on a tiny stalk above a frill 
of twelve narrow spreading segments. 

That morning, in a short walk across the orchard I saw 
seven species of fungi, not counting the two earth-stars 
and I was not even especially looking for them. 


Jean Galbraith 
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REPORT OF THE DUSIFESS MEETING OF LVFHC ON 23/3/88 


a RR A 


Seven members nresent. Three anolories 


Business arising from the previous minutes (of interest): 


1. Land Protection Incentive Schene. Meetinre at Clarke's 

Road re pines an 8/8/69. 

The pines on both sides of the road are mostly under 2m. 
oecastee ANT up to 4m. Up to 300mm can be pulled by; hand. 
Over 300mm, lop off at sround level to minimize soil dis~ 
‘<urbance. Tree lonpincs shears for those sreater than 25rm. 
Ave up to 25mn.Australian Conservation Volunteers can provide 
10 people at $240/day for this type of activity. 
2. Cat sticker Fund. Thanks to Val. Plant for steady vork 
selling stickers over the years. 


Finance: 


Cheaue account: $1161.74 
Tnvestment account:$2005.03 
Conservation Ace. $700.00 


Periodicals received: 


faust, Ranger Bulletin. May ' 
Environment agust 

NE Naturalist a July 

Geelong Naturalist ‘inter 

SGAP Avucust 


General Business: (of intere 


s 

Program Planning :.eeting.. Club 3 nembers able to give ideas, 
preferences at September meeting 

DCFL Grant to Conservation and Environnent Groups. Sec. to 
apply for $800. 3.Thompson has prepared details.Due 28/9/89. 
Landscape Committee report (J.te all). LRC would like sites 
and species of trees prepared for orld Environment Day, 
June 1990. Sucsestions for signpostin= entrances to towns 


Ot 


and submissions on highway plantins stratecy. 
Conservation Coordinator's Report: 


J.Elucher prepared submission on SEC and Greenhouse Effect. 
Members met Damien Maloney at Clarke's Road re application , 
for grant to remove wilding pines. + 
Met D.Maloney and B.Ward (DCFL) and D. tle Gomeaee at Dawson 
re Sale FNC grant for reserve. 

Checked posts at Poola Boola Reserve, and Peg,Jim,Ollie and 
ah planted seedling trees near posts at each end of reveg- 
etation area in hone of keeping out bikes etc. 

Jonn Neville has no information re bridge at etek omios 
Club has received correspondence between DCFL and DPE 
Boola Boola Reserve. 

Checked special plents on Peterson" s Lookout Track with } 
Jean Galbraith for David Benson for 'Virilda lianagement Pla 
Also BO eee ruecn information on Wirilda and Tyers Resiona 
Park for sa plan. 
Nave eetoe oe signif 
Submission on Reciona 


a ja: 


oy 


ident tree ReTSNGS for National Trust. 


kK Eh 
GG 
eh 

uu 
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Next meeting: Sons a calies HO 20, 7.30pm. YMCA liorwell. 


Supper rosten: Friday, September 22: Iris Peterson and Nova 
a ee eae O'Reilly 
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LVFNC BOAT TRIP SATURDAY OCTOBER 28 1989 


Leaving Paynesville at llam and returning to Paynesville 
at 3pm. 


Emphasis on bird life, including ston at Rotamah Island 
Sird Observatory, and possibly visit silt jetties, Bunca 


Arr ete. 

40 foot boat licensed to carry 49 pa senvers. 
Charter fee $280 regardless of numbers. 

“YO lunch, mornine and afternoon tea etc. 


ton is @ qualified environmentalist as well 
n bairdo and can show and tell about erosion 
(native water push) decradation. 


Jen nead. 

Tf unable to attend ceptember meeting nlease ring : 
Acting Secretary Vendy Savace 056 34226 

or President Jane Purbrick 051 221118 


before Friday September 22 if possible. 


If transport is required, contact Philip Rayment on 
051 221050 who has several people with cars available. 


Tf possible, please pay $10 deposit at September meeting, 
Otherwise please forverd a cheque to the.Treasurer, .- 
P.0.Box 169, Newborough. 3825. by “ednesday Qetober 11. 
After that date the trip will be onened to outsiders. 


Jane Purbrick. 
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UETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: Se 


CLUB. HON. SECRETARY MEETING _ 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. Mrs. G.Trainor 7.30pm-on—tth—"__ 
ms Ware INO Friday each 
P.0.Box 1205 month at Reg. 
Morwell 3840 Education Centre, 
051-343659 Kirk St Moe. 


ASSISTANT SEC. 
Msn en savage————_.__ 


| 056-342246 
SALE SN .Ce Mr, D.C.Macreadie 8.00pm on lst 
Meh re eee A CONC Ve OCC Keene Friday each 
“Cowwarr 3857 . month. Room 13 
~-~ 051489251 Continuing 
~~ __ Education Centre, 
Raymond St Sale. _. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Nira a anoes Hanley ~ . Monthly~excursion 
9 Princes res 
Jarvacul 3820 Contact Secretary 
056-232747 | 
BAIRNSDALE F.i.C. _lirs. Beth Isakson 8.00pm on 3rd 
as 10 Cufmins~ St Friday each 


~ Paynesvilte 3880 — month at CoWwlA. 
Hall, Bairnsdale. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS : 


Due March 31st. Payable to hon. Treasurer Mrs. A.Stewart 
as TP ASO) Aisvopie “sys 
Newborough 3825 


NATURALIST $10.00 FAMILY $20.00 SINGLE MEMBER $15.00 


Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 
LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club Ine 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural cia are invited 
from MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to: 


Hon. Editor 
lies. Pam Petschack 
8 Church St 
Trafalgar 3824 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
Registered »5y Australia Post 
Publication No. VB 1569 

If undeliverable return to 
P.0.Box 1205, liorwell 3840 


Vie Aust 
3825 
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COMING EVENTS 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC THC. 


Meeting: Friday, October 27 at 7.30 pm 
Speaker: Sid Cook on “Reptiles* 
Excursion: Saturday, October 28 --Boat trip. 


iieet at 10.30 am at Fisherman's Wharf 

at Paynesville. Return to Paynesville by 

3.30 nm. PLEASE NOTE WE TIitEs?: 
Proposed itinerary for boat trip: 


10.30 a. Depart Paynesville for Snermwhale Head. 


Abst alts) fAerive and observe wildlife, then walk 
as per CFL nap to see vesetetion. 
12.00 Go to Rotamah Is. for lunch, wildlife 
and birdhide. 
1.10 Travel to Steamer Landins observing 
waterbirds. 
2.10 Arrive and walk to Ninety Mile Beach, 
birdlife and vegetation. 
2.45 Depart for Paynesville arriving at 3.30. 
Baird Group: 
Meeting: lMonday,November 6. 
Meeting place: 10.00 aim at the corner of Clark's Road 


and Tyers--Yallourn North Road (at bridge) 
for excursion to Virilda. 


Warragul FNC Contact Secretary for details. 
Friends of Morwell iational Park 


November 19. Koala survey and Butterfly Orchid survey. 
izeet at Fosters Gully at 1.30 pm. 


Friends of Mount Vorth Park 
Action days are the third Sunday in the month. 
Contact Jack Brooks for details. Phone 056 231563 


Australian Conservation Foundation Local Group 


Meeting: Fourth Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm 
Amalgamated Metal Workers Building, 
37 Elgin St., Morwell. 
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SPUR WINGED PLOVER 


On Thursday the 14th we were driving along the road next 
to the railway tracks when I saw two spur winged plovers. 
One was sitting on a nest and the other was vwatching.Next 
Monday when we passed the spur winged plovers had four chicks. 
One of the parents went across the road then one chick then 
the other parent went across then another chick but the 
other two chicks were on the other side. They ran across 
but a car stopped them in the middle of the road but one 
of the parents came out and was souawking and had its wings 
out to stop the car and the chicks ran across the road. 
They were across the road safely. Then the family walked off. 


Clare Savage ($) 


AT THE 200 


When we got to the zoo it was cold but then it warmed up~ - 
later on. The people who were supposed to be taking us on 
the tour didn't come until 11 am so we had time to look 
around. Grandma, Jessie and I looked at the gorillas and 
monkeys. We saw Muzguri in with five other monkeys that were 
asleep. They looked cute. There was one monkey all by himself. 
Then it was time to co on the guided tour so we went back to 
the gate and there were three ladies. Our group got a lady 
called Jenny. She was nice. 

First she took us to see the different kinds of monkeys. 
They were playing. I liked them. Then we saw the butterfly 
house. Inside it was hot. I was wearing my pink coat and 
a butterfly kept on coming on me. Then we went to the great 
flight aviary. Ther were lots of birds. We saw the Bower 
Bird's nest: it was all blue. ; 

Then we had lunch. I had a pie and chins and an icy pole. 
Then Grandma, Jessie and I looked around by ourselves. We 
saw the gorillas again. The man was sulking in a corner so 
the lady started showing off. She climbed up a tree and did 
a wee. Then she started sniffing and licking her nose then 
she picked it. I liked the gorillas best. | | 

Then we went to the gift shop. Before ve vent I gota 
present and one for my sister; then we went home on the bus. 


‘The End. Helen ‘Dixon (10) 


The weather forecast for Saturday, 26th August was not 
very encouraging. Nevertheless, tventy-four intrepid travell- 
ers set out bright and early for Melbourne ZOO. 

At Clayton , we bade “au revoir’ to Barry Traiil ~ our 
Friday night speaker, who left us after hitching a 1ift 
home. , : ; 

On arrival at the zoo, we eventually met up with our guides 


CONE AAD cniociue: 
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SE ALL VENT. TO TEE 2005200, z00....cont... 


for the day ~ volunteers from the Friends ae the Zoo. League. 
We were divided into !three gpours, each with its own guide. 
Jennifer, who:was allocated to us, e: zplained that.a period 
of training, a -test -and«three months* probation in the field 
was the, required procedure for becominc a Zoo Guide and each 
cuide is on-duty, one day each fortnischt: 

First, Jenny led us to the Aeboréal Prine “tes enclosure. 
This animal family never fails to delicht and entertain 
with its, human-like behaviour. One of the Lowland gorillas 
an old male -,was obviously at odds with his mate Cand the 
world). Luddling in a corner, chewinc his fincers he ignored 
éll attempts to wheedle him out of his bad hunour. Maybe he 
will cheer un when he end his family trensfer to their nev 
home. An enlarced enclosure being constructed for them on 
the site of the Panda Exhibition _area..As-ve- paused to admire 
the silky black andl vhite coats of the liadacascar Lemurs, 
enjoyed the antics of the Snider Monkeys, and were charmed 
by the tiny colden-haired Lion Tamapins , & very vocal Gibbon 
could be. heard-loudly proclaiming his territorial rights. 

Our next venue was the ever-popular But cterfly House where 
the colourful lenidoptra seemed to he more abundant than on 
our previous visit. I fact we'were ‘told that two new species 
had recently been introduced. Some tere creatly. attracted to 
the woolly headsear sported by. WBE Ewens and Helen *s, pink 
anorak. int ‘ 

of course, the oral kes “through aviary was a “must=. With. ites 
larce variety of birds it is alwavs vie specia al interest and 
just a few of this day's highlishts were the masked plover 
that seemed to follow us, the satin bower bird chasing his 
mate away.from his treasury af blue objects and the blue- 
winged o3Te EERE: gulping dorn a whole ROUSE. be) just.a few 
swallows... 

Time was racing by and we were due to rejoin the other two 
croups so weipaid a flying visit to ‘the Platypussery,, caught 
@ brief glimpse of the infant giraffe who had been rejected 
by his mother; quickly passed by the letharcic lions,..the 
pacing panther; the somnolent sno leopards and other large 
cats, “And so onto the Lakes ide Distro area where, after thank 
ins our guides , we vent - in’search of lunch. —._ rar 

After satisfving “the “inner man* we “set orf on our own. 

Wie seemed to have .e disastrous’ effect on the bladder control 
of the elephants and some other crearures we looked at as 

we sought out,the zebra! They were proving elusive to us 

and made us appreciate the value of having a guide. Jenny 
had told.us that zoos trade their surplus “animals, each 
neNene its own speciality animals. She said that Dubbo Zoo 

as especially interested in the hoofed- animals, particular: 
ly zebra and giraffes. After looking,in at Reptile House, 
passing the tapirs; bison, hippo ete ue finally tracked | 
down our objective just hefore ats was tine to make our way 
back to the exit. \ 

Having counted heads, Jane ushered us back to the bus and 
soon we were homevard bound. Once again, a very successful 
and enjoyable Pield Naturalists' Day. Those who opted out 
certainly missed a treat. 


nr 


Dorothy Farrorw 
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LITTLE TERNS BY JOAN VINCENT 


Our guest speaker for April was Joan Vincent from Bairns- 
dale. Joan and hey late husband were keen bird watchers and 
we enjoyed the excellent slides she broucht along. 

Joan‘s special interest has become the terns which freauent 
the beaches near her home. Little Terns and Fairy Terns visit 
to breed, but it was the Little Tern (Sterna sinensis) and 
its requirements that was the subject of her talk. 

Colonies of the birds nest around south-eastern Australia 
in the vicinity of the Gippsland Lakes. The Australian pon- 
ulation of Little Terns is endanrsered, with fewer than 500 
nesting Ci seedey seen fhe survival of nesting populations 
is threatened by the presence of humans and domestic and 
feral animals on beaches and on off-shore islands, where 
there are inereasins numbers of visitors. 

The birds Favoured breeding places aE open, sandy stretches 
on beaches and esturies and these areas are also favoured by 
humans as recreation spots. The birds anaes nearby dunes, 
and will not utilize the area if it becomes too vecetated, 
sometimes moving instead to floodprone beaches with disastrous 
results. 

he birds are faithful to a site and will return to preferr-: 
ed beaches provided. they-are maintained in ea suitable condit- 
ion. The nest site is little more than a scrape in the sand 
between the high tide and the vegetation of the dunes. 

Experienced birds (terns have been known to live to 21 
years) can expect to lay three esrs, and new parents less. 
The hatched birds spend three davs around the nest and then 
move to the cover of the grass in the dunes, partly to escape 
the extreme heat of the nesting site. They Fledre at three 
weeks, but are still fed small fish by the parents. 

Each pair of Little Terns probably needs to raise to flede-- 
ling an average of one young per year in order to maintain 
a stable population. The average fledgling success in Victoria 
aver the last ten years is 0.5 fledslings per year, or one 
for each tro pairs.As the adult birds can live to 21 years 
populations have remained stable, but a decline is probable 
in the future. 

Breeding difficulties with terns are ea nroblem world- wide. 
In 19795 Joan visited America where considerable effort is 
made to protect the birds by fencing in large areas of beaches 
and planting decoy birds to attract terns to suitable areas 
(this ploy has not worked here). “Tern Sitters” is a world-- 
wide organisation, and in the United King 
sidered the rarest breeding species. 

Recently,on Rigby Island, the Fisheries and Wildlife Depart- 
ment has put up eisht--strand electric fences and employed 
ten wardens to suard the nesting area, so after much effort 
Joan feels that the importarce of the birds is at last being 
recognised. 

Tt had been noted this yer that twenty hybrids (cross 
between Little end Fairy Teron) were bred. Whether this is a 
bad sign is not yet clear. 1 ; 

To coneludetie evening, Joan showed us a selection of slides 
taken around t’}e¢ south-east:rr beaches and finishing up with 
one of a most unusual visitor - a King Penguin. 


dom terns are con 


Val Larson. 
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FRASER TSLAID AND SOUTH EAST OUREISLAND 


Me. Andy Blackburn, our speaker for the evening 23rd June, 
opened his talk by outlining his interests in geology and 
wild-flower photocraphy, especially on his trip to Fraser 
Island and south east Queensland. 

Coimiencing at Beisbane with members of a Vaturalist Club 
(whose interests held a wide range of nature studies) he 
travelled by voad to Rainbow Beach which lies on the coast 
between Gympie and ilaryborough. A couple of days was spent 
in the adjacent Cooloola National Park before crossing to 
Fraser Island. This was accomplished by barce and four-wheel 
drive vehicles. On the island, five nights were spent at 
Eurong Villase and four-wheel drive vehicles were used for 
touring most vapts of the countryside. 

1. Fraser Island has been described as “the largest sand 
island in the world". It has an area of 184,000 hectares, 
a length of 123 kilometres and an average widt th of 14 kilo-- 
ne tne ranging up to 22 kilometres at its widest. 

The dunes reach a height of 240 metres and the sand extends 
600 metres below -sea level. It is composed almost entirely 
of loose sand brousht up from northern New South Wales by 
wave action and a lone shore drift. It is anchored in place 
by three small negs of ancient volcanic rock. 

If you consider each Suan of sand to be a tiny snhere, 
the spaces between the grains amounts to 8% of the total 
volume. Because of the high rainfall on Fraser Island, this 
space is occupied by fresh water,some 690 cubic Filometres 
of it. This accounts largely for “the lu: curiant growth of 
vegetation, particularly on the east coast where essential 
minerals are supplied by seaspray brought in by the persis-. 
‘<ant south-casterly trade winds. 

The island is noted for the large number of freshwater 
lakes. Many of these are “window lakes* formed wherever the 
hollows between the sand dunes dip below the water table. 
Others are “perched lakes“ formed in the dunes high above 
che water table when humus and sand combine to form an 
im mpervious layer. 


2, The elements which co to make up the crust of the earth 
may best be denonstrated by exeinining a piece of sranite, 
preferably coarse ‘&ea ained and pink. 

The clear classy spanules are composed of silica which is 
inactive SHenesily and is broken down mechanically to pro- 
duce sand. 

The pink or white opaque ange belong to the felspar 
croup af silicates of Sodium, Potassium, Calcium and Alumin- 
ium. These in turn will decompose into clay and soluble 
materials which may enter into new combinations. For instance, 
the Calcium is taken up by marine animals to form their 
shells, which may accumulate to produce limestone. 

The third component is usually darker and heavier and belongs 
to a complex croup of silicates containing, in addition, 

Tron and Magnesium. They may be replaced, in part, by shining 
flakes of mica. 

Tf the three sroups of minerals solidify slowly from a magma 
deep in the erust of the earth, a coarse erystalline granite 
rock is formed, but variations in the proportions of the 


CONT. P.Seecooe 
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components and eruption at the surface leading to rapid cool-- 
ing will produce other igneous rocks such as basalt or dacite. 
Following the mechanical and chemical breakdown of these 
primary rocks the solid end products may be sorted, trans-- 
ported, redeposited and consolidated to form.a secondary 
generation of sedimentary rocks. 

The soluble materials may precipitate out either chemically 
or as the skeletons of marine animals addins further to the 
conplexity. 

The igneous and sedimentary rocks of various origins and 
compositions subject to a range of maero and microclimatic 
conditions, are the parents of a varicty of soils which, in 
turn, influence the plant species found in the area. 


3. The range of wild flower species is largely controlled 
by the habitat, which, in turn, is dependent on the geology 
and geomarphology. 

Andy's talk was illustrated by slides showing a map of the 
island with surrounding areas and flora of the district. 

At the conclusion of the evening, the President gave a vote 
of thanks and presented Andy with a gift for his most inter-. 
esting and informative talk. 


Jim Wall 


OC EAL LLL LLL LLL CA CTCL AA CASAC Eaten LTE EET 
CAN MICE SWIM? 


Tests are being undertaken at Tyers to determine the 
ability of mice to swim. This came about as a resuit of 
feeding three Superb Wrens (one blue, two brown) on the 
step outside one of our window doors which is not used for 
foot traffic. . 

Tne wrens have been feedings on grated cheese placed under 
an inverted wire hanring basket, to deter large birds, for 
some time now. Recently, a very tiny mouse hes discovered 
the feast, and darts in and out of the ivy enound the. steps. 
Blue wren was quite brave at first, but the jennies stood 
with their skirts hoisted up, clearly shrieking “mouse”. 
Blue is now also reduced to a shuddering, tiitterine mess, 
so something must be done. — 

Today I put the cheese in a small shallow dish, placed 
in a large shallow dish filled with water -. thus forming a 
moat around the cheese. The wrens are happy - I haven't 
spotted the mouse as yet. 


Val Larson 


Would all contributors to the Naturalist please make sure 
they sign their articles. : ‘ 

I have two unidentified articles at the moment; one is the 
write up on Garry Richardson's talk “The Invisible World” and 
the other a write up on the Bairnsdale weekend in September. 


kd, 
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REPORT OF Tk BUSINESS MEETING OF LVFHC Oi 20/9/89 


seven menbena peesent. Four apologies. 


Finance: Cheaue acc. $1115.84 
EAVeSts aAcey $2005.03 
Conservation ace.$ 700.00° 


Periodicals received: 
2eriodicalis received 


Cr € L Issues and lianagement Alternatives for the Gipps. 
hekes. 


Environment Victoria ~ Sept. 
Vature Territory July/Auc 
Nature Territory Sept/Oct 
SGAP Maroondah, : sept 


Vie. Naturalist 
“est Victoria C.C Newsletter,Arril and Aucust 


encral Business (of interest): 
eehewat vusiness Lor interest 


1. Children's Dey, Shire of Morell, Kernot Hall,Oct.22. 
Request by organising committee for a seein a Se to 
promote awareness of the environment.2.Thompson will 
contact CFL re us assisting with their material. 


Conservation Co--ordinator‘s Report: 


1. Secretary of Sale FNC contacted us ve private pine 
plantation in Rosedale Shire. 

2. Received reol:; for Eotanic Gardens submission and 
z 


- 


Creenhouse submission. “ie have received further information 


about Greenhouse anc request neymission to forward a furtiicen 
submission. 

3. Sent off prints and information re resister of sicnificant 
trees of Victoria to National Trust. 

4. Received Issues and lianagement Alternatives for the Gipps. 
Lakes. Meeting October 8. 

5. Draft submissions for this nm month : 


Jim Blucher prepared CFL Proposed Fire Protection Plan 
for Central Gippsland Region. 

State Plantation Impact Study with Issues and Options. 
Meeting Yarram October 27. 

Narracan Shire re Water Catchment area. 


Next meeting: ‘led. October 25, 7.30 nm. YMCA Morwell. 


Supper roster: October 27. Doreen Chipman and Pat Delahey 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY FHC INC. 


heeting: Fridey, November 24 at 7.30 pm 

Speaker: fick Barton on “Spiders’ 

=xcursion: Saturday, lovember 25 to Tarra Valley/ 
Bulga pari Cumeleted to spiders) 


at id 
ilieet at 10.30 am at Tarra Valley Picnic 
area. Lunch at Tarra Valley and then on 
to Bulga Park in the afternoon. 
liaps available at meeting on 24/11/89. 


Christmas breakup: Saturday, December 9 at Andy Ringin's 
property at Coalville. 
Vorking bee prior to this on Saturday, 

December 2.A1l welcome! 


Vapragul FNC Contact Secretary for details 


Friends of Morwell National Park 


December 17 | Yorking bee in Billy‘s Creek as relevant 
to ilanagement Plan. 
End of year BYO barbeque and reflection 
on the year's activities. 


Friends of Mount Vorth Park 


tion days are the third Cunday in the month. 
yr details. Phone 056 231563 


Australian Conservation Foundation Local Group 


heeting: Fourth Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm 
Analgamated Metal Workers Union Building 
37 Elgin St., Morwell 


ISSN 1030--5084 
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FUNGI TALK BY ELLEN LYNT 
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: act Mes. Ellen Lyndon 
who gave us a lively and interesting talk on fungi. Ve learned 
that the study of funci can be fascinat Ege and that this 
immense assemblace of plants effect reproduction by means 
of microscopic spores. The fungi lack ch Ae eee TT and thus 
cannot use the sun's enercy to produce carbohydrate foods 
as green plants do. They must obtain their food from that 
alveady processed by other plants and a: be ES pe rasitically 
from Living opcanisrs or sapropnitically from dead orsanic 
mattens. 

Some myeolocists conclude that the funci have evolved fro 

c 


tie alcae while others ineline to apse 
common ancestor in the protozoa (the loest 
Life) that branched in a different direction during an early 
Stage of evolution. Ve are left wonde ering thether they be 
ant or animal? Biologists have arsued for centuries about 

tae and some have even mooted the setting up of a third 
kinedom for them. Somewhere around 200. ,000 species have 

been so far re CO Fk and these have been classified into 
PASO Nene SH EULES Genexe and Species. Anateurs 


ungi have been known to us and used by mankind for thous- 
of years. People were experimenting vith them as food 
process of trial and error centurics before the time of 
hrist. Many sorts are indeed edible and sood, many others 
ape quite eatable and harmless but are not very attractive 
to the palate, being touch or bitter om just plain unapnet- 
Sint. Most of the really deadly ones belons to the Amanita 
family and until we know more about them all members are 
best avoided when collectins for the table. Some folk are 
allergic to certain types, es. the Yellow staining Mushroom. 
some can eat it with impunity, others are seri jously sickened 
by 2t. The little fawn Feiry Ring ilushroom. (Marasmius oreades) 
that pops up in lawns, smellinc so curiously of almonds or 


7 


prussic acid, is edible. and delicious. So ane eae puffballs, - 


(Lycoperdon SDD. Jo if taken in the fim «th ce, The 
subterranean nortion of Blackfellows Dread UQpomeneas mylittae) 
collected in its soft “honeycormbe" stace is said to have. —- 


been relished By tne Aborigines. 

To supvive fungi necd moisture and oxycen. They come in a 
bewildering aypay of colours and shapes with the first autumn 
rains. They rance from enormous football..-sized ones to others 
so tiny they may only be visible under the microscone. Fungi 
enthusiasts love to photograph, collect om eat them. The fine 
white threads that sometimes come up on the ends of the mush-~ 
room stems are not rootlets but are part of the underground 
body of the fungus, the mycelium. This . composed of fine 
white threads called hyphae massing together. When conditions 

are right for fruiting little bumps annear on the myceliun 
and push up through the soil to expand into what we know as 
mushrooms and toadstools. Many of the showy European fungi 

are believed to have arrived in this country with exotic trecs, 
Furopean peo vle, now living here, have. gpadually introduced 

us to the edible vossibilitiesof many of these fungi. 


cont * mon ° Bes 
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FUNGT TALK BY ELLEN LYNDON, MAY 26, 1989 cont..... 


Some fungi species cause sreat loss and damage to food 
crops,such as grapes and cereals that are affected by rusts 
and smuts. In the early years of last century, potato blight 
decimated the main food crops of the Irish people resulting 
in starvation and finally mass migration to Australia and 
America. Humans and animals may also be subject to fungal 
afflictions such as tinea and ringvorm. Cinnamon Fungus: 
causes die-back of forest timbers and other plants. On the 
eredit side tie must weish up the beneficial fungi, including 
all the yeasts and the penicillium fungi which have given 
is the wonder druss and penicillin s well as the tasty 
blue cheeses. 

‘lost fungi specialists elect to study only one branch of 
the great world of fungi and concentrate on that. General: y 
amateur naturalists are attracted to the large photogenic 
and colourful kinds that may be seen on a funsus foray. we 
cdo not often come across one of the curious frothy slime 
moulds that moves slowly across the leaf mould engulfine 
bacteria as it goes. When full fed they become stationary 
ond harden up to produce fruiting bodies. One of the micro- 
scopic moulds Dactyella actually has the power to trap and 
consume minute worms. To do this it produces three~celled 
Loops resembling slipknots which trap and hold the prey. 
There are many such interesting stories as one delves into 
the literature and it is recommended that all good naturalists 
remember to do their homework: 

As a follow-up to lies Lyndon's talk some beautiful slides 
of local fungi were shown by Jack and Naney Brooks. They 
included the Oyster Fungus, now being grown commercially; 
Cordyceps species: lioney Fungus: Beech Orange: Ox--tongue, 
and a specially fine slide of the green Chlorospleniun 
aeruginosum, the trood stainer. 

thes Lyndon and iim and Mrs Brooks were presented with 
tokens of appreciation and the vote of thanks carried with 
applause, 


v) 


Doreen Chipman 


FUNGI WALK IN THE STRZELECKI STATE FOREST,MAY 27,1989 


Several members and friends of the club assembled at 10 am 
in the Lyrebird Valk carpark opposite the pumping station in 
the Strzelecki State Forest. As the day was overcast and 
coolish, the walk was preceded by a welcome, warming “cuppa”. 

Ellen Lyndon led this field trip which tas to cap off an 
interesting seaaion held the previous night. This combined 
a talk and some excellent slides, and gave us some insight 
into the complexity, diversity and minutae of the fungal 
world (most fungi are microscopic) as well as the difficult~ 
ies in classifying them. It would appear that common names 
are constant whilst the botanical names are in a perpetual 
atate of flux. | ; 

Armed variously with FPuhrer's ‘Companion to Australian 
Fungi" and other references; cameras, for the scriaus and 
skilled photographers and shopping bags for the gastronomes , 
we began. Our powers of minute observation developed consid- 


t CONtups Gems. 
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FUNGI WALK IN TEE STRZELECKI STATE FOREST, MAY 27, 1989 


COD. © spore 


erably in the course of the day as many fungi could easily 
be passed by unless pointed out. Ellen, as our fount of 
cnowledge, did admirably in naming the senera to which 
various specimens belonged. 

Most fungi are microscopic, therefore our walk was con: 
cerned with the macroscopic species (those seen with the 
naked eye). Some of the bigger specimens were the Boletes. 
Rusty brown marks occurring at the base of a specimen 
indicates that it is a Cortinarius species, where the rust 
brown spores stick to the base of the stem. Coral fungi, as 
their name suscests, were coral--like in appearance with 
simple to branched clubs. The specimens we observed were 
edible and had a faintly peppery taste. Some species were 
quite cup-like cg. Peziza vepanda; some tremulous and jelly~ 
like, Tremella species; and others were hard, woody and 
pored, bracket fungi. 

It was observed that some fungi actually infect other 
fungi, as is the case when an aged fruiting body has a hairy 
seowth of mould on its can. 

The Cordyceps species or vegetable caterpillars, a genus 
which parasitises larval insects, eluded us. This was despite 
them being relatively common and our searching around the 
bases of several silver wattle trees. 

One of our gastronomes who had collected a large bagful 
of saffron milk cap, Lactarius deliciosus, was eagerly look~ 
ing forward to a meal of this leathery, strong flavoured 


FUNG LIST 


Cortinarius spp. blue,purple 
Amanita punctata 

Amanita muscaria(fly agaric) 
Iiypholoma sublateritium 


Uiarasmius spp. Clavarias (coral fungi) 
liyeene interpupte (nixies 


Ranaria sp. 
ae Clavicorona pyxidata (peppery 
coral fungus) 


Boletes (fleshy pore fungi) 


Paxillus infundibuliformis 
Phaeosyroporus portentosus 
(pinecone mushroom) 


Russula mariae 
Psilocybe subaeruginosa 


[She 


Lacecaria laccata deceiver Gasteromycetes puffballs 
Pholiota sp. (fringed agaric) earthstars 


: ; sae toe = 
Lactarius deliciosus (saffron Polypores (pores tough and 
milk cap) on oa 

woody 

ee 


i i panda . 
Cup fungi Peziza repan bracket fungl 


Jelly fungi Tremella fuciformis 


Ken Savace 
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Gary Richardson was the speaker at the July meeting of 
LVFNC. Gary is a liigh School teacher, whose subject is 
biology and the use of microscopes. He has been fascinated 
by the microscope since the age of nine and his enthusiasi 
showed as he set up his eauipment.During the setting up 
process we watched a video detailing the parts of the micro. 
scope, then when all was ready, we were treated to many 
visual delights. 

Gary had brought slides from the Field Naturalist slide 
collection and some of our members had broucht ey spec= 
imens for viewing through the micros cope. ‘Then the microscone 
was hooked up to the television screen, we were all able to 
view these things simu taneously. 

We watched the screen, entranced, as wasp antennae appeared 

| showing joints and fine hairs and delicately translucent 
wings. Jewels were then shown, mauve, orange, green, yellow 

dises =the cross section of the spine of a sea urchin. A 

dust mite, that invisible creature that makes many of us 

| sneeze, performed for us, making many of us squirm. Then, 

in a pond water specimen we saw a volvox and a water flea. 

| Leaving the animal kingdom we turned to plants. A liver+ 

wort was shown with its reproductive cup like a beautiful 
translucent yellow flower with a hair-like structure deep 
inside the cup. The liverwort reproduce asexually and have 

} stomata like spores. losses are related to the liverwort 

and these shoved individial cells. The capsules, like salt 

| and pepper shakers, tan when pipe, but grecn earlier, contain 
spores. A ripe one was shown moving rhythmically as if to 

catapult spores. 

. The individual flowers in the head of compositae are ex- 

i quisite when seen at such magnification, but the undersice 

of a fern showed spores looking like uninviting blobs of 
jelly. : 

| A cup fungus contained an insect which was very small, 

even at high magnification. Its actual size was beyond our 

| comprehension. 

| Other interesting specimens were a budgerigar's feather, 

the skeve con of a leaf yevealing its intricate structure, 

| and a tiny cacti, whose owner thought it was being attacked 

by an insect which turned out to be a miniscule white flover. 

Finally we were shown a section of granite showing a polar: 

ising effect. 

What wonders abound, unknown and unnoticed around us. 
| Unseen by human eye, these minute organisms and structure 
were shown to be as real as the visible world. We were 
i grateful that Gary had revealed them to us.. 


Florence Blucher 
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ARE WE AT THE RIGHT LOCATION? WHERE ARE THR OTEERS? - 
re INE OLR ERS 
AN EXCURSION WITH A DIFFERENCE, 
wae NOTES ETE A DIFFERENCE 


In the July “Naturalist? the excursion rules were offic: 
a, published so that all nembers would be aware of then, 
.¢ July excursion, therefore, would he ax zpected to be a 
eed of organisation and efficiency. tote the word EXPECTED. 
begin with, because we were just visiting two ponds some 
Lx OY so kilometres apart near lioe and the council were 
essed for time at theip meeting, they in their wisdom 
mitted to appoint a leader. lin Gary Richardson, the previous 
ignt? s speaker and expert on organisms minute and micro~ 
ccopie, : is not a local, so while he was present giving of 
nis xpertise once we arrived, he could not direct ov lead 
us from (a) to (b) ete. ety 21 

Things did not co richt from vhe time we set off from the 
meeting place at the ioe Education Centre, We were headins 
ror the Edvard lluntar Leoitare Reserve, and would you believe 
it - we ended up in two nerties in the Reserve , each in its 
own special car park, separated by the with of the Reserve. 
Eventually we were united around the pond. . 

At last ready to move off to another pone on the Haunted 
ills Road, our worthy President appointed a leader in each 
car park and off we set again to meet over ane railway line 
after finding one road had been closed off. Eventually we 

all arrived in ones and occasionally twos. By this time we 
had aleader for the whole group ~ someone who knew exactly 
whene the Pext pond VAS » however, he did not barsain on 


3 HO 2 ry 


3} O'd MO ryt 5 ow. 


fHe 


in uasperation while watching everyone coing up Gas. hill 
ona Watecrenent road to himself, we had nine cars and it 
seemed as if each had cone its ovn different way.Yes, we 
did come together again and ended un at the next pond under 
the surveillance of a security patrol. 

Consequently, much of the morning set aside for collect~ 
ing was spent sitting in cars wondering where on earth every- 
one was. Thank Cod for a sense of humour -- there were no 
harsh words or obviously Frayed tempers and we did find a 
good selection of micro-organisms to look at on the video 
screen in the afternoon as I will nov describe, but first 
a note or two about the two ponds, 
The pond in the Edward lunter Heritare Reserve is fed fron 
spring on tlie Yarreron Monocline and was originally used 
as a source of traten fon steam locomotives. It is now very 
mee with a strong growth of water reeds. The other pond 

eemed to be a natural drainage at the bottom of a hill; 
again was reedy and muddy and obviously a source of water 
for cattle. Basically, we obtained a greater variety of 
organisms at the first locality. 

Although we had borrowed four microscopes from Maryvale 
liigh School, to whom we are most grateful, we gained greater 
benefit by sitting and watching the video screen as Gary 
Richardson placed various organisms under the microscope 
to which the video camera was attached, Several small fish 
were caught, one Itind presenting a problem as to whether it 
was fish or “tadpole until its rayed tail fin was noticed. 


COND si Olmetebets 


g) 


7 


LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST (6) ISSUE No 311 Hovember 1989 
EE AE SRN AN De SOLUS Seen 
ARE WE AT THE RIGHT LOCATION? WHERE ARE THE OTHERS? - 
pa a akon area anteater a enlanadee aen ancl bd oat that dh teak eI 
AN EXCURSION WITH A DIFFERENCE CONT. oes 


On putting this tail ead under the microscope it was possible 
to see the blood flowing in the arteries and the veins. That 
in the arteries lying in the rays of the tail fin was moving 
faster than the blood in the veins; the former flowing aay 
from the heart, the latter back towards the heart. Later we 
also looked at “the tail fin of a tadnole and were able to 
see individual red blood corpuscles, pulse in the arteries, 
and the way the blood banked ‘up where the blood vessels 
branched. 

Out of the Hunter Reserve water we found a flagellated 
alga rotating on its axis as it swam, the flagella being 
visible and the whole resembling the globular Pandorina 
a nematode worm. Tic water flea, Davhnia, with its beat ting 
dors al heart, moving anpendages ‘and tae peristalsis of — 
its intestine eae visible through its transparent carapace. 
f. water boatman with its hairy les $8, a vecter mite’ (eight 
legs not six) Sha a Cyclops with two eas clusters. Cyclops 
is so named because the adult retains the sinsle larval 
nauplian eye and never develops tio compound eyes as do 
most other crustacea., 

“As well we saw a Collembola or spring tail. a primitive 
insect related to the silver fish and other items such as 
copper sulphate crystals and sea urchin spines in section 
under the polaroid filter. Part of a butterfly's wing and 
a peacock feather, both of which gave colour by iridescence 
and reflected light Enon igments; a sundey leaf and the 
gills of a toadstool. Finally Madge Vinnell shoved us a 

South Australian wee “How to Identify Ducks". Thank you 
liadge. 

Altogether we had a fascinating afternoon after a very 
frustrating morning. 

Barbera Nielsen 


ENDANGERED SPECIES 


The August meeting of the Club was addressed by Barry 
Traill who spoke on endangered species and the Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act (FFG). 

A Drieft explanation of the above Act was given. The legis~ 
lation, which was passed by the Victorian Government last 
Ceptember, will 3 replace a musber of former Acts which treated 
the environment in a piecemeal manner. The Act takes a corm: 
pletely new approach to native snecies'protection. Its goal 
is to ensure that all Victoria's native anecies of flora 

and fauna, ecosystems and communities survive, flourish and 
evolve in the wild. It recognises the importance of protect~ 
ins entire ecosystems, with all classes of plants and animals 
considered together, and without regard to their public appeal 
or economic importance. 


CONTE D cilsetctelelsiels 
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ENDANGERED SPHCTES CONG. vie... 


The Act applies to marine, freshwater and dry land envir- 
onments and habitats, including public and private land. 
The legislation is particularly designed to control endang:- 


. 


ering processes which are the underlying cause of extinction, 
repair habitat damage and prevent further damage to critical 
habitats.the Act is potentially very powent ful. One possible 
weakness is that it does. give the Minister discretionary 
powers. This could mean that the discretionary option may 
Oe to do nothing. For particular issucs sufficient public 
lobbying from interest groups, such as LVFIIC Ine., should 
prevent this being a problem. 

Barry approved of the fact that the Act concentrates 
attention on communities. tie went on to speak of the loss 
of habitat as being one of the sreatest threats to our native 
rlora and fauna. Vast areas of land have been cleared for 

ng. A map of Victoria showed just hot; extensive this is. 
ing is still soing on in Western Victoria. Woodlands 
isappearing and this means loss of habitat. The Koowee-- 
rup Swamp, once the largest in Victoria, was drained early 
this century, its species never having been documented. The 
urban sprawl is also responsible for the loss of many habitats. 
though surprisingly, there are still smell pockets of bush 
land in some urban areas. 

Some Vietorian flora and fauna has already been lost. These 
include the rat © kengerooand the pig footed bhandicoot. ito 
birds have been lost iflany Victorian species are endangered 
and for some of these it may already be too late to save 
them. Approximately 700 species are at risk and of these the 
Following are particularly noteworthy: 


farmin 
Clean 
a. d 


Velmeted honeyeater (for which it may already be too late) 


Smokey mouse Leadbeater's possum 

Blackeared miner Long footed poteroo 

Tiger quoll Insects have up to now been 
ignored 


The factors endangering all these species include clearin:®, 
mentioned above, which while it may not entirely destroy 
ibitat, brings sBout subtle changes to the communities of 
nts and animals. This makes survival for some species 
e tenuous. Other factors which lead to extinction of 
pecies are poorly wealernerieisra and TC EUGC fire regimes and 
Yter pollution. 
Priorities have not been pe in the masts Last ditch att-- 
empts to save the species could have been avoided with suit- 
able planning. A broad preventative approach is needed. 
Preservation efforts, to date, have tended to concentrate 
an cute furry things, which of course attract public attent- 
ion. So far, flora and fauna conservation has mostly been a 
case of too little too late. It is to be honed that the 
FFG will change this. . 
Central to the FFG is a listing process. This will require 
input from groups, such as ours, who are both concerned and 
knowledgeable about the natural environment. There will also 
need to be a great input of money from the State Government. 
The FFG Act is potentially powerful anc will fill a vacuum, 
Tt should be operating in full by Christmas 1989. It is to 
be hoped that it will not in any way be watered down and that 


sufficient funding will be made available. 
Florence Blucher 
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REPORT OF THE BUSINESS MEETING OF LVFNC ON 25/10/89 


Seven members present. Three apologies. 


Finance: Cheaue account $185.S1 
Investment: ace. $2095.93 
Conservation acc. $700.00 


Periodicals received: 


Ceelong Naturalist Spring 
Environment Victoria October 
&GAP maroondah setabeS 


General Business: (of interest) 


1. Christmas Breakup. Dec. 9. Andy Pinsin's property is 
available.Vovking. bee on Dec. 2. 

2. Petrol money for suest speakers - only offer if asled. 
Allow $20 for travel from Melb. or Rairnsdale. Proportion- 
ate amount for smaller distances. Any larczer requests to 
be brought to Business meeting. 


Conservation Coordinator's renort: 


Ken Savage attended the ‘‘anagemant Plan of Gippsland Lakes 
meeting at Traralcon. Ellen Lyndon attended same at Sale. 


Carried out census of plants on road reserve on south side 
of railway line opposite ieGauran's property for the Latrobe 
Recional Comission. 


Carrying out census of Peterson's Lookout area in preparation 
fo managenent plans duc out soon for liooncarra Stete Park 
and EYSEB Regional Park. this area is Affe sO in area for 

P 


oa i 
proposed regular burning in DCFL Fire Protection Plan 


on Clark's Road by senior students for 
efforts for World Environment Dav, 1990. 


Latrobe Regional Commission may incorporate pulling pines 


Presented draft submission on Issues and Management 
Alternatives for the Cippsland Lakes. 


Should we do another census of West Gully at Yallourn North 
before the SEC burn the area this year? 


Wednesday, November 22, 7.30 pm 
YMCA Morwell. 


Supper roster: Friday, November 24.Jessie Burns and 
Dorothy Farrow. 


. 


STOP PRESSii Exhibition of work by Neil Douglas at Carole's 
40% Art Gallery, 112 Foster St., Sale. 


Saturday November 25 to Friday December 15. 


Neil Douglas is a noted Australian artist, 
rmaturalist, author and conservationist. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
Pe EES rr ap a EN SET ERLE GREE ad 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


CLUB. HON. SECRETARY MEETING _ 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C.Inc. irs. G.Trainor 7.30pm on—4th ~~ 
Lae nVie tuethel Ove Friday each 
P.O.Box 1205 month at Res. 
Morvell 3840 a Education Centre, 
051343659 Kirk St Moe. 


ASSISTANT SEC. 
Mos ° ve 4 aAVAgse- ee 


O56-3422u6 

SADE UE. Mace Mr. D.C.Macreadie 8.00pm on lst 
Stoney Creek Rd Priday each 
Cowwarr 3857 month. Room 13 
051-489251 Continuing 


~--. Edueation Centre, 
Raymond St Sale. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Me. F. Hanley Uonthly excursion 
9 Princes Ey 
Tarragul 3820 
056~232747 


Contact Secretary 


BAIRNSDALE: F.i.C. firs. Beth Isakson 8.00pm on 3rd 
10 Curmins- St Friday each 


~Paynesvilte 3880 month at C.W.A. 
Mall, Bairnsdale. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS - 


Due March 31st. Payable is Hon. Treasurer Myrs.A.Stewart 
Newborough 3825 


NATURALIST $10.00 FAMILY $20.00 SINGLE MEMBER $15.00 


Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 
LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club Inc. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited 
from MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to: 


Non. Editor 
lies, Pam Petschack 
6 Church St 
Trafalgar 3824 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
OSS 2. Sees py Australia Post 
Publication To. VBE 1569 

If undeliverable return to 
P.O.Box 1205, Morwell 3849 
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Protect and enjoy 


Registered by Australian Post. Publication No. VBH 1569. 85¢ 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY FC Inc. 


lieeting: Friday January 19 at 7.30 pm 
Speaker ; embers’ slide night: “The Bast of 1989". 
Excursion: Australia Day Weekend January 27-29 


Annual campout at Licola 
See page 5 for details 


Varragcul FAC Contact Secretary for details 


Friends of Mount Worth Park 


Action days are the third Sunday in the month. 


Contact Jack Brooks for details. Phone 056 231563 


Australian Conservation Foundation local grou 


veeting: Fourth Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pin 


Amalgamated Metal Workers Union Building 
387 Elgin 8t., Horwell 


TSsh 1039-5084 


‘Latrobe ‘Valley ‘Field “Naturalists 


TEC 


1990 PROGRAMME 


\ JANUARY 


19th Members! Night Best of 1989 photography 
26th-29th Camp-out at Licola Traralgon H.S. Camp 

FEBRUARY 

23rd. Norm Williams Photography for field naturalists 
2h,.th Loch Sport with the local club 

MARCH 

23rd Stephen Guest 4.A.G-MForestry & Conservation 

24th. Erica & district 

APRIL 

27th Arthur Thiess Mosses 

28th Glen Nayook 

MAY 

25th Hilary Weatherhead Fungi 

26th Mt. Worth 

JUNE 

22nd. _ David Thomas ; Life cycle of a river. 

23rd. : Tyers River - Moondarre 

July 

27th Beverley van Pragh Worms 

28th Visit to property to see worms 

AUGUST 

2h.th Arthur Ewen - 3D slides and B. Thompson - Keying out ferns 
25th Morwell National Park and a fern search 

SEPTEM BER d 

28th Ken Harris - Tasmanian Flora & Fauna 

29th Crinigan Rd. Reserve 
OCTOBER : 

135th Quting with Bairnsdale F.N.C. Valencia Creek suggested 
26th Damien Moloney Coastal Heathlands 

27th Coastal excursion 

NOVEMBER : 

10th Bus trip Botanic Gardens 

23rd. Reg Johnson — _ Flowers, Fur & Feathers 

hth Cowarr -/Toongabbie- 

December 

8th ’ Christmas Party 

1991. : 

eyes Members’ night and a Campout at Licola 25th-28th Jan. 


We meet at the Moe Education Centre in Haigh St. on 4th Friday of each month- 


ree 
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THE SEARCH FOR THE GIANT GIPPSLAND EARTEUVORD 
YARRAGON SOUTH, SATURDAY 29th JULY 


Very little is known about the Giant Gippsland Earthworm 
Negascolides australis (MeCoy) and its whereabouts, so a 
study 1s being conducted with a srant from the World 'Wild- 
life Fund, by the Invertebrate Survey Section at the Museum 
of Vietoria headed by Dr. Alan Yen and Beverley van Praagh, 
a Ph. D student from Latrobe University. 

The Giant Earthtvora is known to exist in the Warragul, 
Korrumburra, Loch area, however, authenticated findings are 
mainly around Loch and Korrumburra with fer around Warragul, 
even though it was first discovered in the Brandy Creek/ 
“Vapragul area by railway workers in the 1870s. Its exact 
distribution is only sketchy as many reports of its where- 
abouts are from locals vho may or may not be correct. Beveriecy 
is engased in mapping its exact whereabouts and this week-~ 
end was looking both at Yerragon South and Brandy Creek, 
following strong local claims of its existence. Two specimens 
were found at Nount Vorth Park in June 1988 by the Survey 
Section of the Museun. 

Our party consisted of Dr. Alan Yen and Peter Lilywhite 
of the Museum of Victoria, Beverley van Praagh, Friends of 
the Nuseum and locals to act as guides. tle divided into two 
geoups - one to searcn in pasture areas where locals had 
reported evidence of huge worms and the other to look along 
the creeks in the cullies. 

The best place to lool: is where yabbie holes are visible 
on the surface as both the giant earthworm and the yabbie 
inhabit moist, clayey soils where a spring or soak may be 
underground. These may be found both in gullies and on south 
slopes and hillsides. Yabbie holes were often thought to 
belong to the giant earthworm but a yabbie hole usually 
travels down more or less vertically to a large underground 
Chamber, whereas the vorm's hole doesn't open out to the 
surface, but stons a couple of centimetres below in the 
root mat, or may core up below a damp log. 

Beeause of this the giant earthworm doesn't leave its cast 
above the ground like our familiar garden worm, but back~ 
fills its burrow with it. The presence of casts in a tunnel 
distinguishes it from a yabbie's tunnel as does its circular 
packed appearance which often shows pings imprinted by the 
vorm's body. These tunnels may extend metres below the sur-~ 
face and as the dry season edvances and the water level 
drops the worm is found at greater depths. ilence July is the 
ideal month for worm hunting. 

liost of the worms found in gardens and paddocks are intro-- 
duced European worms belonging to the family Lumbriciac, 
probably transferred with soil around plants. They are gen: 
erally smaller, and the clitellum (the breeding part which 
is vesponsible for producing the cocoon) which looks like 
a broad band is considerably further back from the head than 
in the native worm. It is possible that the native worm is 
replaced by the introduced worm when lend is cleared, but 
not necessarily because they are driven out by competition, 


eo -CONt.p.2. 
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THE SEARCH FOR THE GIANT GIPPSLAND EARTHVWORIi 
YARRAGON SOUTH, SATURDAY 29%h JULY cont.... 


but because the land may no longer be a suitable habitat. 

The slant eartinrorm is about i metre long and 2 centimetres 
thick when constricted, and more than doubles its length 
when extended as it moves throucn its tunnel. its disting-- 
ulshing feature is its long blac? head. 

Worms are hermaphrodite, having both male and female narts 
in the clitellum. When worms mate they lic together with 
heads facing opposite directions and exchange sperm and 
both worms produce a cocoon which contains the baby worm. 
The cocoon of the giant earthworm is very large and oval in 
shape, about 4--7 centimetres by 2 centimetres. The ineubat- 
ion period is very long as Beverley has kept them in the 
laboratory for 6 moni chs before they hatched so they may 
take 8 to 12 months to hatch. The worm is about 18-30 cn. 
long when it hatches, which makes the baby giant earthworm 
considerably larger than most mature worms. 

When the giant earthworm moves through its burrow it makes 
a fairly loud noise which is usually described as soundin 
like water running out the plug hole of a bath. hen a likely 
spot as located the procedure is to stamp on the ground or 
thump it with the flat of a shovel to disturb it. If it is 
heard, by digging furiously it may be located before it 
moves away alongs its tunnel system. This must be done at 
speed, but with care to avoid cutting it or damaging its 
fragile body. If a is found then the body must be held 
firmly while the whole worm is gently dug or drawn out of 
its tunnel. . 

Unfortunately we were uneble to observe this procedure as 
despite much thumping, stamping and digsing in many likely 
areas no giant easthworms were to be found this day. We did 
find one large native worm which Beverley took as an inter 
esting specimen which was probably not yet described. It was 
about 30 em long in its contracted state which made it about 
the same size as a baby giant earthvworn. 

However, as one patient and experienced worm hunter con- 
soled us, ‘absence of evidence is not evidence of absence". 
Evidently it took two days of digging in a small area at 
Mount Worth to locate the giant earthworm and this was foll- 
owing very strong leads by local workers in the park. No 
doubt many holes will be dug at Yarragon South in the future 
by intrigued locals continuing the search for the elusive 
ciant earthworm. 


P.S.22nd August. Some worms were found at Buln Buln the 
next day in dirt by the roadside. 

The cocoon collected from Mount Worth took 14 months to 
hatch as it hatched on Monday 21st August. 


Wendy Savage. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (3) ISSUE No 312 DECEMBER 1999 


A DAY AT SETLOE 


On Saturday 23rd September, 13 members were at Cowwarr 
to meet Sue Ryswyk, our host for the day. 

We travelled through Heyfield and on to Old Joe's Road at 
Seaton where the property “Shiloh” and the home of Sue and 
husband Martin is situated. 

After the welcome by Sue and ilartin, we decided to have 
a short walk before lunch. We set off into the bush and 
were met by hoards of mosquitoes; undeterred, we admired 
the wattles which were splashes of yelloty in the sunlisht. 
Golden wattle, Acacia pyenantha, Spreading wattle, A. Gen 
istifolia and Gold-dust wattle, A. acinacea and later, 
Juniper wattle A. uleifolia was seen. 

We walked over a carpet of Peach Heath, Lissanthe strigosa, 
which had a variation of pink to white colour. Caladenia 
was flower of the day, being everywhere. Pink Fingers 
C. carnea with its many colour variations and the tiny var- 
iety C. pygmaea was of interest as was Blue Caladenia 
C. caerulea. 

There were many Waxlinps, Glossodia major, with their many 
shades of blue as vie walked along the tracks. 

Marianthus procumbens, which we know as a spreading plant 
was an erect form here, the little white star flowers were 
most prolific. 

Patches of purple were Twining Fringe-lily, Thysanotus 
patersonii. 

The first orchids seen were Nodding Greenhood, Pterostylis 
nutaiis; we came across several patches of these orchids. 

Others were Tall Greenhood P. longifolia and later in the 
day we were delighted to see lMaroonhood P. pedunculata in 
a large clump beneath the trees. 

he many Sun Orchid leaves and others told us that more 
flowers were to come. 

Twining Glycine G. clandestina and Love Creeper Comesperma 
volubile were cascading over the Burgan bushes. 

Another delisht was Early Neney Ancuillaria dioica; we 
all recalled the “harbingers of spring in our youth. There 
were buds of Curling Everlasting Helichrysum scornioides. 

"Shiloh" is a property of 40 acres of bush, the main trees 
being Red Ironbark E.sideroxylon, Red Box E.polyanthemos, 
Yellow Box E.melliodora and White Stringybark E.globoidea. 

The trees had been cut for fence posts and other uses in 
earlier days. There was a large tree, a survivor of the tree 
felling. 

Rock Fern was the only species of fern to be found. At 
lunchtime we gathered near the house and sat in a circle 
to enjoy the sunshine and review our discoveries and pos- 
itively identify others. 

Sue and Martin joined us for lunch, also their two dogs 
who had accompanied us throughout the day. 

After lunch and walking in another area we found Matted 
Bush-pea Pultenaea pedunculata, and Heathy Parrot~pea 
Dillwynie glebervin> their bright orange-yellow flowers 
Bright in the sunshine. Other yellow flowers were Scaly 
Buttons Leptophynchos squamatus and a tiny Slender Cicendia 


. filiformis. ; 
C t in flower. The Chocolate Lily 


Tsiytrix tetragona was no 


Q 


2 


e eCONtapet. .. 
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A DAY AT SHILOH CGOlibe .erere 


Dichopogon strictus, Daphne Heath Brachyloma daphnoides and 
Grey Giunea Flower Hibbertia obtusifolia were more delights 
for us. 

The Thyme Spurge Phyllanthus hirtillus, both male and 
female flowers,were of much interest as we looked at them 
with a magnifying class. i 

Later in the afternoon, we sai some Cherry Ballart Exo-~ 
carpus cupressiformis, which usually grow in association 
with eucalypts. 

Two blue daisies caused interest, one being Brachycome 
scarpiformis and a smaller Variable Daisy 3D.ciliaris. 
uore flowers were Common Hovea U.heterophylia,Snow Daisy 
Bush Olearia lirata, Small Rice Flower Pimelea humilis and 
many Tall Sundetys Drosera auriculata awaiting their insect 
catch. 

Some of us enjoyed the thrill of being the first to find 
a flower or being able to identify a plent. 

As we drove to the property, there were vivid blue patches 
as we passed by. Later identified as Hardenbergia violacea, 
Nodding Blue Lily Stypandra glauca and Forest Nightshade 


Solanum priniphyllun. 
Time was moving fast and reluetantly we had to abandon 


our wanderings and return for afternoon tea provided by 
Sue and Martin in their home; an unexpected pleasure for 
us all. 
President Jane thanked our hosts for a wonderful day 
spent walking near “Shiloh’ (which means “neace"): a fittine 
name for this delightful place. : 
We all returned home satisfied with having a most enjoyable 
day. : 


Lorna Long 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUDS ASSOCIATION 
LABOUR DAY WEEKEND ITEETING/CAMPOUT 
L:ARCi: 10,11,12 1990 


‘ . 


This will be held again at Ocean Grove at the Uniting Church 
Conference Centre, hosted by the Geelons Field Naturalists 
Club. . 


Accommodation is bunk»style and three meals a day are ine- 
luded in the cost. 


Activities will include boat trips on Port Phillip Bay, 
beach walks , bird watching and the stimulating company of 
many members from other Clubs. 


Those members who attended last year thoroughly enjoyed the 
three days of well organised activities and excellent guest 
speakers. 


Highly recommended?! 


Further details and booking information can be obtained from 
LVFNC Secretary. 
(Accommodation last year was hooked ott so b6ok early) 


om 
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ERRATUM 
E TERUS BY JOAN VINCENT -- LATROBE VALLEY 
NATURALIST (p.3) ISSUE Ho 310 


RE: LITTE 


The correct scientific name for the Little Tern is Sterna 
»ifrons sinensis. 


Little Tern are not known to breed on off-shore islands as 
such but do breed on small island sandspit or shoreline 
WITHIN estuarine eco-systems such as Corner Inlet, the 
Cippsland Lakes and i‘allacoota Inlet represents. 


I know of no official, recognised world-wide orsanisation 
called ‘Tern Sitters". 
Only one eight-strand electric fence has ever been erected 
on Rigby Island, near Lakes Entrance. 
So far I have only recorded one hybrid nair of small tern. 
For the 1988-89 brecding season at Rigby Island there were 
recorded 20 pair of breeding Fairy Tern -- Sterna nereis. 

y “ok i , =, ar ga rer nrenrrnmmenmmrenemmgemer—meremenss ig 
This 1S a separate species from Sterna albrifrons sinensis. 


Joan Vineent 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD WATURALIST CLUB CAMPOUT 
AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND 
JANUARY 1990 
his will be held again at the Traralgon High School Camp 
at Licola. 
Accommodation is bunk. style with pillows and shcets/sleeping 
hags to be taken by the participants. 


There is an excellent kitchen, but all food must be taken 
by those attending the camp. 


Activities include visiting the High Plains, bird watching, 
botanising and sharing the knowledse of those Club menhens 
who have visited this area for many years. 

Cost is $7 per nignt. Children $3.50. 


Please contact the Secretary if you have not already regis-- 
tered your interest in attending. 
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REPORT OF THE BUSINESS MEETING OF LVFEC ON 22/11/89 


Six members present. Five apologies 
Business arisins from the minutes (of interest): 
Sa i ne ee ORCC: 


1. Wirilda Management Plan Meetings. 0. Thompson gave report. 
Good attendance and renewed interest in Plan. “Pin ance 
stumbling block. New part-time Ranger. 

CFL Forest Management Area Advisory Committee. Minister 
ven name of J. Blucher. Frank Noble informed. Some delay 
Traralgon CFL knowing of our applicant. 

Publicity Officer. John Mewett has moved from the area. 
& Wall will act until AGM. 


Finance: Cheque account: S79u,2 
Investment ace: $2005.03 
Conservation acc: $700.00 


bey oo f4-C2 NO 
ry Leo 


@ ° 


$550 to be transferred from Con.aec to Cheaue 
account. 


Periodicals received: 


Environment Victoria Oet/Nov 89 
Geelong Naturalist Spring 89 
Loch Sport and District FNC Sept 89 

WE Naturalist SEE Sy 

NT FNC vov/Dea 39 
SGAP — Oet/iiov 89 
Vie. Naturalist Sept/Oct 89 
Veta July 89 


Conservation Co--ordinator's Renort: 
e 


iiempers of Club compi 


Yallourn North. This 
census carried out in Ff 


a census of plants in West Gully, 
t contains 40 more species than the 
bruary. : 


Contacted David Watkins, Erica, »e sienpostine of the Boola 
Boola Reserve. Sign ma aking machine out of order and we will 
have to wait until new signs can be made. ‘ 


Contacted DCFL re wood illegally taken from reserves and 
parks. 


Dvafts prepared for submissions on:- 
Yarra Forests Management Plans 
Land Conservation Council Rivers and Streams Special 
Investigation. 


Submission to be prepared on Latrobe Valley Water Industry 
Future Management Options. 


The Thompsons represented the Club at the SEC Rehabilitation 

Group Inspection Tour of Latrobe River Wetlends on Overburden 
and Dam Extension and assisted with plant and shrub identif- 

ication. 


11 copies of the minutes of the business meeting are avail: 
able for any members who are interested. 


Next meeting: (ednesday January 17, 1990 at 7.30pm at the 


ED —————————EEE>=S=EeEEPEEeeEe 


—~+- LATROBE VALLEY NAT FURALIS 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: — 

CLUB. HON. SECRETARY  WEETING 

LATROBE VALLEY F..C.inec. ims. G.Trainor 7.30pm-on-4th—"__ 

Oe elie Vases nel Gee Friday each 

P.O.Box 1205 month at Reg. 
Morwell 3840 _._ Education Centre, 
O051-343659 Kirk St Moe. 
ASSISTANT SEC. 


-Fys. Wl Gavage———— —_ 
056-3422u6 


SALE F.N.C. Mr, D.C.Macreadie 8.00pm on lst 
ee aaa Cais Stoney Creek Rd Friday each 
“Cowwarr 3857 month. Room 13 
~~~ O051-489257 Continuing 
——..__ Education Centre, 
: “Raymond St Sale. _ 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. Miele anley ~ . Konthly~excursion 
Z 9 Princes hwy 
Varracul 3820 Contact Secretary 
056--232747 
BATRNSDALE F.N.C. iirs. Beth Isakson 8.00pm on 3rd 


sea lO Cinming- “St Friday each 
Seis aren month at C.W.A. 
Hall, Bairnsdale. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


Due March 31st. Payable to en. Treasurer Mrs.A.Stewart 
| P.O.Box 169 
Newborough 3825 


NATURALIST $10.00 FANTLY $20.00 SINGLE MEMBER $15.00 


Ae can we 


Subscription to Club includes Naturalist. 
LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club Inc. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited 
from MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be. addressed to: 


Hon. Editor 
liens. Pam Petschack 
8 Church St 
Trafalgar 3824 


i a pcan Te ed aE SAE MEE LMM LPANY a otsae Seal nPop ed Seca ee 


EB VALLEY NATURALIST 
sped Dy Australia Post 
n No. VBH 1569 
If undeliverable return to 
P.0.Box 1205, Morwell 38409 
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